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AUSTIN, Texas, Jan. 11, 2018
/PRNewswire/ -- The National
Black MBA Association –
Austin Chapter announces
Friday, March 9 – Saturday,
March 10, 2018, as the 2nd
Annual HBCU Battle of the
Brains (HBCUBOTBrains)
competition. It also announces
The Home Depot as the 2018
HBCUBOTBrains title sponsor.

 

The Home Depot secures 2018 HBCU
Battle of the Brains title sponsorship

By William Larsha, Sr.*,
Political Columnist*
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Well, it may not sound true, but
I dialogued with Booker T. I met
him one night under library
lights and there he chatted with
me.

***
William Larsha, Sr.: How well
do you think we African
Americans have fared during the
last 100 years, Mr. Washington.

Booker T. Washington:
African Americans? Who are
they?

WL: That’s us, Mr. Washington.
We no longer call ourselves
Negroes you did back in the
1800’s and early 1900’s.

BTW: Back then the word
“Negro” was used to identify the
race to which all African people
of this country belonged. But as
I am observing today, not too
many African people seem to
accept the identity, African
American.
WL: Perhaps I should re-phrase
the question. How well has out
race fared?
BTW: The Negro has fared well
socio-politically, but socio-eco-
nomically he has fared poorly.
He failed to “cast down his
bucket” in the right waters as I
advised him in 1895.
WL: Not so, Mr. Washington.
You will find that we did ‘cast
down our buckets’ in social sci-
ences, in the exact sciences, and
as a matter of fact, in all of the
professional fields.

BTW: Certainly the Negro did.
But he only pulled up nips of
fresh water.

WL: But those nips of fresh
water have cultivated a large
crop of professionals in educa-
tion, in politics, and in public
and private administrations. We
have more elected officials in
federal and state governments

today than at any time before.

BTW: Remember, young man,
that seated behind office holders
are wealth-holders. :The indi-
vidual or race that owns the
property pays the taxes, possess-
es the intelligence and substan-
tial, is the one which is going to
exercise the greatest control in
government.”

WL: Even son, our race certain-
ly would not have elevated this
high without the emergence of
politicians and other profession-
als. Look at the large number of
highly educated, highly skilled
and  highly talented African
Americans practicing today in
almost any discipline you can
mention. That, Mr. Washington,
is progress.

BTW: Sounds like to me, you
are dog joy over the Negro’s
social progress.

WL: Sounds like to me you are
still gong ho over your 1895
credo. That ‘ in all things that
are purely social, both white and
African races can be as separate
as the fingers; yet, one as the
hand in all things essential to
mutual progress.”

BTW: That was ad still is a fun-
damental rule for those races
willing to co-exist.

WL: But most leaders felt then
as many do now that your plan
merely accommodated the white
people who wanted to keep the
races separate.

BTW: My plan was and still is
about economic virtues in a
nation where the races are
already separated. Understand,
the Negro is only one race in a
country of many races, each
experiencing natural separation.

WL: Whatever you say, Mr.
Washington. But level with me.
Had the leadership listened to
you? Do you really believe that
African Americans would be

College Choice releases rankings
of the 50 Best Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs)
EUGENE, Ore.,  /PRNewswire/
-- College Choice, a leading
authority in college and univer-
sity rankings and resources, has
published a ranking of the 50
Best Historically Black Colleges
and Universities for 2017. 
http://www.collegechoice.net/ra
nkings/best-historically-black-
colleges-universities/
Many HBCU schools are cele-

brating over 100 years of exis-
tence. Attention to community,
spirituality, African-American
studies, tradition, and social jus-
tice drive and distinguish
HBCUs. They have also been
featured in the news over the
past few months due to com-
ments from Education Secretary
Betsy DeVos as well as a meet-
ing between President Trump
and a group of HBCU presi-
dents.
"There are over 100 HBCUs in

the United States, and they have
had an outsized influence on the
entire country," Christian
Amondson, managing Ee itor of
College Choice, said of the rank-
ing. "Luminaries like Ida B.
Wells-Barnett, W.E.B. DuBois,
Zora Neale Hurston, and Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. all
attended HBCUs. But it's not by
sticking only to an elite group
that HBCUs have produced such
amazing thinkers and leaders. In
fact, half of all HBCUs have a
freshman class with three-quar-
ters of their students from low-
income backgrounds."
College Choice developed its

list by looking at traditional met-
rics of institutional excellence
such as student-to-faculty ratio,
incoming student test scores,
and regional accreditation
according to data from the
National Center for Education
Statistics and U.S. News &
World Report. College Choice
also incorporated data on return
on investment, or the difference
between tuition costs and
expected early career salary,
found on Payscale.

The ranking for the 50 Best
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities finds Howard
University in the top spot.
Spelman College is in second,
and Hampton University rounds
out the top three.

The entire ranking, listed in

alphabetical order, is as fol-
lows:
Alabama A & M University
Alabama State University
Albany State University
Alcorn State University
Bluefield State College
Bowie State University
Claflin University
Concordia College Alabama
Coppin State University
Delaware State University
Dillard University
Edward Waters College
Elizabeth City State
University
Fayetteville State University
Fisk University
Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University
Fort Valley State University
Grambling State University
Hampton University
Howard University
Huston-Tillotson University
Jackson State University
Johnson C Smith University
Kentucky State University
Lane College
Le Moyne-Owen College
Lincoln University of
Pennsylvania
Mississippi Valley State
University
Morehouse College
Morgan State University
Norfolk State University
North Carolina A & T State
University
North Carolina Central
University
Oakwood University

Prairie View A & M University
Rust College
Southern University and A &
M College
Southern University at New
Orleans
Spelman College
Stillman College
Texas Southern University
Tougaloo College
Tuskegee University
University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff
University of Maryland
Eastern Shore
Virginia State University
Virginia Union University
West Virginia State University
Winston-Salem State
University
Xavier University of Louisiana

College Choice is an independ-
ent online publication dedicated
to helping students and their
families find the right college.
The site publishes rankings and
reviews that make finding the
best colleges for different inter-
ests easier and more fun, as well
as resources to help students get
into, pay for, and thrive at the
college of their choice.

*This is the compilation of top
ranking HBCUs published in
August 2017 by College Choice.
The 2018 rankings will be listed
in August of 2018. For more
information, visit http://college-
choice.net 

Many HBCU schools are
celebrating over 100 years
of existence. Attention to
community, spirituality,
African-American studies,
tradition, and social jus-
tice drive and distinguish
HBCUs. They have also
been featured in the news
over the past few months
due to comments from
Education Secretary Betsy
DeVos as well as a meet-
ing between President
Trump and a group of
HBCU presidents.

NFL sponsorship supports judging
with $50,000+ in HBCU scholarships
AUSTIN, Texas, Feb. 16, 2018
/PRNewswire/ -- The HBCU
Battle of the Brains, LLC in
partnership with the National
Black MBA Association –
Austin Chapter “is pleased to
announce the National Football
League (NFL) as its presenting
sponsor” for the 2nd Annual
HBCU Battle of the Brains

(HBCUBOTBrains) competi-
tion to be held Friday, March 9 –
Saturday, March 10, 2018.
Several dozen teams of the top
STEM and Business students of
Historically Black University
and Colleges (HBCUs) will
come to Austin this spring to
spar for college scholarships and
bragging rights in the

HBCUBOTBrains hackathon-
style event. These teams will
take a business case and in 24-
hours, provide a panel of indus-
try leaders comprehensive
strategies, go-to-market plans
and technology solutions for a
chance to win some of the
$50,000+ in college scholar-

ships.
"The NFL is honored to serve as
the presenting sponsor of the
2018 HBCU 'Battle of the
Brains' hackathon," said Brian
Lockhart, NFL Media Vice
President and Senior
Coordinating Producer of
Original Content. "Events like
these that work to encourage and
inspire young minds have a last-
ing impact on not only the par-
ticipants, but also any company
that strives to find the best and
brightest talent for their brand."
The NFL sponsorship helps with
college scholarship awards,
travel stipends for several teams
and provides partnering in the
competition business case devel-
opment and judging. 
"We're excited for the opportu-

nity to follow up on our partici-
pation at the NBMBAA's 2017
Annual Conference with the
'Battle of the Brains' hackathon
sponsorship," Robert Gulliver,
NFL Executive Vice President
of Human Resources added.
"Leveraging our partnership
with NBMBAA members at
events like this works to deepen
our pool of talented candidates
for future roles with the NFL."
In 2017, the inaugural competi-
tion drew seven teams from
HBCUs across the country. 
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Several dozen teams of the top
STEM and Business students of
Historically Black University
and Colleges (HBCUs) will
come to Austin this spring to
spar for college scholarships and
bragging rights in the
HBCUBOTBrains hackathon-
style event. These teams will
take a business case and in 24-
hours, provide a panel of indus-

try leaders comprehensive
strategies, go-to-market plans
and technology solutions for a
chance to win some of the
$50,000+ in college scholar-
ships.
The Home Depot title sponsor-

ship helps with college scholar-
ship awards, travel stipends for
several teams and provides part-
nering in the competition busi-
ness case development and judg-

ing. The HBCUBOTBrains
competition will take place at
The Home Depot Austin
Technology Center.
The 2018 HBCU Battle of the
Brains Team Registration is
open through 11:59 pm Central
Time on Sunday, February 18,
2018.
In 2017, the inaugural competi-
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