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Coffee, Books & Cocktails

Cozy Bear. I reread this work
because maybe I am crazy,
maybe because I am both a jour-
nalist and political scientist and I
simply could not understand the
irresponsible behavior of both
the FBI and Wasserman Shultz
in a 21st Century world of cyber
warfare.

Unlike Little Debbie, when
Brazile is first informed by the
FBI that DNC servers are being
invaded, she takes action; she
takes control. She writes:
“…This was not a moment of
joking. As agents described the
Russians’ method and the extent
of the cyberattacks in the United
States, not just in the political
sphere, I was so scared I wanted
to walk out the door and flee the
country.” 
It did not help that Brazile had

already come into her paper title
position grieving over her friend
and political colleague Seth
Rich who had been murdered
and one of the people to whom
she dedicates her book.  She
wonders: “All I could think
about was Seth Rich. Had he
been killed by someone who had
it out for the Democrats?” 
It can be summed up that those

FBI briefings Brazile had with
the FBI also left her downright
frightened for her family’s lives,
and that fear left a residue of jus-
tifiable paranoia. Who wouldn’t
be? Yet, she braved on in an
atmosphere where she was not
in charge, essentially had no say,
but still felt like she had to go on
the field like a quarterback with
no team. The ones she thought
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“When the name Hillary
Clinton popped up on my phone
in February 2017, I realized hers
was a call I’d stopped waiting to
receive…. Win or lose, in the
days that follow, the candidate
extends that circle of gratitude to
members of the party and
donors. Bernie Sanders called
me on November 9, 2016, and
Joe Biden, too …But I never
heard from Hillary.”  Thus,
writes former interim DNC chair
Donna Brazile in her bestseller
“Hacks” which some pundits
have painted as Brazile throwing
Hillary Clinton under the bus
when in fact from a full read
(and in my case a full reread),
it’s more like Clinton and the
DNC jointly throwing Brazile
under the bus. 
When Brazile was asked to take
over the reins from the bedrag-
gled DNC Chair Debbie
Wasserman Schultz, Brazile was
under the impression that she
really would be acting in the
capacity of a true ‘chairman’ of
the party and not as a figurehead
or what she described as one
with a paper title. You know –
like a chairman who could call
some shots and have say over
the budget, have some say about
her own staff—good stuff like
that. But when Brazile walked
into the job, she quickly learned
that she did in fact have a paper
title, that the DNC was broke,
that the Hillary Clinton cam-
paign (herein referred to as
Brooklyn, the location of the
Clinton headquarters and how
Brazile refers to it) was in
charge and all monies that
should have or would have gone

via the DNC headquarters went
first to the Clinton campaign to
be dispersed at their leisure and
call.  On top of those harsh real-
ities, Brooklyn sent over a little
Black millennial male chauvin-
ist spy by the name of Brandon
to baby-sit Brazile, a seasoned
veteran political operative who
served as former V.P. Al Gore’s
campaign manager, making her
the first African American to
serve as a campaign manager for
a presidential candidate, giving
her a hefty footnote in Black
History and American history.
Of course with all the non-clout

accoutrement that Brooklyn
bestowed on Brazile, one can
see why there is a chapter enti-
tled “Patsey the Slave” (a refer-
ence to the movie “12 Years a
Slave”), and even understand
her anger when National
Security Advisor Susan Rice
whom Brazile had known since
Rice “was a young woman in
flip-flops and cutoffs working
on the Dukakis campaign” had
the audacity to reprimand her.
So much for respecting your eld-

ers.
Now before I go further, do

note that Brazile does address
the controversial accusation that
she fed a CNN debate question
to Hillary Clinton before a pres-
idential debate. For the record,
Brazile initially denied the accu-
sation then confessed her mortal
sin via a mea culpa apology. 
Now getting back to the subject
at hand. The title “Hacks” refers
to the alleged Russian hacking
into DNC servers to influence
the U.S.A. presidential election
to give Republican candidate
Donald Trump a favorable out-
come. 

What you get from Brazile’s
book is a raw but gratifying hon-
esty about her dilemma which
should render her ‘mortal’ sin to
a venial status considering that
she was never in charge of any-
thing of significance as DNC
chair anyway. From her wit to
humor to disgust to frustration in
taking over for Debbie
Wasserman Schultz seemed like
a remake of Shakespeare’s
“Julius Caesar.” Et tu, Hillary?
Et tu, Democratic Party? 

In this drama, the aforemen-
tioned Brandon was a two-bit
actor given a leading role by the
director, Brooklyn. Brazile bris-
tled, writing: “I was boiling
inside at the arrogance of this
young man. Did he not under-
stand that I had long-standing
friendships with most of his
superiors in Brooklyn, with the
exception of Robby Mook? I
had the cell phone numbers of
people he was still calling ‘sir’
and ‘madam’.” It finally got to

the point of Brazile relaying to
him, “You know, Brandon, I
want to have a black-on-black
conversation with you.” 
However, the ‘actor’ who went

(Dred) Scott free (pun intended)
from the Brooklyn plantation
was Debbie Wasserman
Schultz).  Not too many media
bloodhounds tracked her down
to answer  ‘why didn’t she do
anything about the DNC server
hacking’ when the FBI informed
her and the DNC earlier?
Wasserman Schultz with her
Shirley Temple curls seems to
have tapped danced her way off
the stage, leaving a mess for
Brazile to clean up like the
‘Help’. 
The reader mustn’t get Brazile

in thinking that she was accept-
ing the role of a clean-up
woman. The last thing Brazile
comes off as is a victim. She’s
Old School in political games-
manship where loyalty is the
impetus in staying to the end of
a task, even to the point of
enduring bull and disrespect.
But the bigger question raised is
why didn’t the FBI insist on the
DNC and Wasserman Schultz
taking care of this problem, see-

ing that the hacking had major
implications that it could com-
promise a presidential election?
But one must presuppose that
perhaps some higher-ups in the
FBI and Wasserman Schultz did-
n’t think Trump would win any-
way, so why push the panic but-
ton before the election?  But still
that reason doesn’t suffice see-
ing the gravity of the hacking,
not even with Brazile who
writes: “I said that I knew I had
to stay on top of it. I couldn’t
understand why no one had
taken it seriously before. I had
heard from Evan Perez, a CNN
reporter, that the FBI had been
calling and calling the DNC in
the fall of 2015 to tell them that
the Russians were in our system,
but they never got anyone to
respond. That made no sense to
me. Debbie was a member of
Congress. Why didn’t the FBI
go straight to her?”  This little
nugget of observation entails so
many more questions, and
“Hack” readers will no doubt
ask themselves a bunch of
‘whys’. 

To reiterate, what took me
longer to review this work was
that I had to read “Hacks” twice,
not so much because of Brazile
telling her side of what went
down in one of the most – if not
‘the most’-- controversial presi-
dential elections in history, but
because she inadvertently brings
out the FBI’s incompetence and
seemingly its  unacceptable
naiveté that Russia could carry
out such a sophisticated hacking
job utilizing the viruses which
were known as Fancy Bear and

HBCUs are
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from  page  9
of the World Economic Forum,
may have put it best when he
said, “Capital is being supersed-
ed by creativity and the ability to
innovate – and therefore by
human talents – as the most
important factors of production.
If talent is becoming the deci-
sive factor, we can be confident
in stating that capitalism is being
replaced by talentism.”
In the age of “talentism,” awak-
ening the dormant abilities of
more Americans and connecting
them to the economy is the most
promising path to new wealth
generation, greater new job-cre-
ation and increased business
output. These enhancements will
improve our national economic
competitiveness and quality of
life for Americans, and, impor-
tantly, strengthen our national
security.
Quite simply, the American
economy grows more competi-
tive when educational access is
widely available. Our nation’s
HBCUs broaden education
access, and their positive impact
on the country is undeniable.
The White House Initiative on
HBCUs is excited to partner
across the federal government
and with the private sector to
foster investment in HBCUs to
grow their contributions to
America; as such, contributions
are vital to the competitiveness
of the United States.

Johnathan M. Holifield,  is
Executive Director of the White
House Initiative on Historically
Black Colleges and Universities.
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What you get from
Brazile’s book is a raw but
gratifying honesty about
her dilemma which should
render her ‘mortal’sin to a
venial status considering
that she was never in
charge of anything of sig-
nificance as DNC chair
anyway.
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