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America's most popular sports
league taps AWS for analytics,
machine learning, and deep
learning 
SEATTLE, WA Amazon Web

Services, Inc. (AWS), an
Amazon.com company (NAS-
DAQ: AMZN), announced on
November 29 that the National
Football League (NFL) has
selected AWS’s machine learn-
ing and data analytics services to
boost the accuracy, speed, and
insights provided by its Next
Gen Stats platform, the NFL’s
player-tracking system. In
choosing AWS to power Next
Gen Stats, the NFL aims to
develop new ways of visualizing
the action on the field, uncover-
ing deeper insights into the
action on the field, and expand-
ing the fan experience by offer-
ing a broader range of advanced
statistics. In addition, AWS will
become an Official Technology

NFL selects AWS as official
cloud & learning provider
for next generation of  stats
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President of Football
Operations. “This historic work-
shop is aimed at training the
next generation of athletes who
wish to use sport as a powerful
platform for advocacy. Our part-
nership is designed to equip ath-
letes as influencers and commu-
nity leaders with the mechanics
to develop their advocacy plat-
form.”

The NFL and Morehouse
College partnership is the prod-
uct of ongoing strategic meet-
ings held at the school since
October 2016, convened by
RISE. Former and active profes-
sional athletes, academics,
politicians, social activists and
sport administrators developed a
curriculum to equip athletes
with tools and resources to
impact social issues respectfully
and responsibly. Athletes will be
taught organizational develop-
ment, relationship management,
and best practices in media rela-
tions.  
“Athletes have a unique ability
to bring people together for
solution-driven conversations
that can bring about real
change,” said RISE CEO JOCE-
LYN BENSON. “At RISE, we
believe that harnessing the uni-
fying power of sports and
empowering athletes to be effec-
tive advocates can improve race
relations and drive social
progress in our country. We are
proud to work with the NFL and
Morehouse College to help
enhance athletes’ ability to cre-
ate positive change.”

Workshop participants will
learn about previous movements
and focus on process, acquire
knowledge of impactful tools
and resources, and hear from
athlete activists, politicians and
social activists.

DR. DAVID WALL RICE,
Associate Professor of
Psychology at Morehouse
College, has taken the lead in
designing the Advocacy in Sport
workshop curriculum through
his Identity, Art and Democracy
Laboratory. Students selected to
participate in the workshop will
also take his winter term course
Psychology, Sport and Social
Justice.
"Linking with the NFL and their
players in pushing forward
social justice agendas that mir-
ror present and past activist
foundations of Morehouse
College is important work,” said
HAROLD MARTIN JR.,
Interim President of Morehouse

Provider of the NFL.   
Through the use of radio-fre-

quency identification (RFID)
tags in player equipment and the
football, Next Gen Stats cap-
tures a variety of real-time loca-
tion, speed, and acceleration
data. The data is analyzed on
AWS and used to contextualize
movement on the field for fans
to see on NFL Media properties,
game broadcasts, third-party
digital platforms, and in-venue
displays. The data is also lever-
aged by NFL clubs post game as
part of their football operations
on a weekly basis. The system
creates a variety of unique play-
er and team stats for every game
such as a receiver’s ability to get
open and an offensive line’s
ability to protect the quarter-
back. By leveraging AWS’s
broad range of cloud-based
machine learning capabilities,
the NFL is looking to take its

game-day stats to the next level
so that fans and NFL Clubs can
benefit from deeper insights.   

“The NFL continues to look at
technology to grow the sport of
football to the millions of fans
who engage with us throughout
the year. Next Gen Stats is
already revolutionizing the
game of football by exposing a
variety of advanced statistics
that enhance our broadcasts and
other operations,” said Matt
Swensson, vice president,
Emerging Products and
Technology at the NFL. “By
powering Next Gen Stats with
AWS, we’ll be able to kick off
our 2018 season with even more
impactful and meaningful con-
tent, uncovering deeper insights
into the game of football than
we’ve ever done before. We
chose AWS because of its com-
bination of advanced cloud
offering, powerful machine

learning capabilities, and experi-
ence operating at the scale we
need.”   

“With Amazon’s 20 years of
experience using machine learn-
ing to delight customers, along
with AWS’s broad analytics and
machine learning capabilities,
we continue to be the best
choice for companies who want
to use machine learning to solve
meaningful customer prob-
lems,” said Mike Clayville, vice
president, Worldwide
Commercial Sales at AWS. “The
NFL will be able to create new
features and capabilities for
Next Gen Stats using AWS
machine learning. We’re excited
to help the NFL transform their
customers’ experiences and pro-
vide the most flexible and pow-
erful tools for machine learning
as together we advance Next
Gen Stats.”  
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College. “We take our relation-
ship here and the trust that many
of the players have already com-
municated to Dr. Rice seriously,
and we know that the work we
do in February and beyond has
the capacity to impact lives.”

About Morehouse College
Ranked America’s fifth “Most
Entrepreneurial College” by
Forbes Magazine in 2015,
Morehouse College is the
nation’s largest liberal arts col-
lege for men. Founded in 1867,
the College enrolls approximate-
ly 2,200 students and is the
nation’s largest producer of
black men who go on to receive
doctorates. Historically,
Morehouse also has conferred
more bachelor’s degrees on
black men than any other institu-
tion in the world. Morehouse
College is one of the two top
producers of Rhodes Scholars
among HBCUs. Prominent
alumni include: Martin Luther
King Jr., Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate; Dr. David Satcher, for-
mer U.S. Surgeon General;
Shelton “Spike” Lee, award-
winning American filmmaker;
Maynard H. Jackson, the first
African American mayor of
Atlanta; and Jeh Johnson, for-
mer U.S. Secretary of Homeland
Security. Morehouse currently
has more than 16,000 alumni in
40 states and 14 countries. 
About RISE
Founded in 2015 by Miami
Dolphins owner Stephen M.
Ross, the Ross Initiative in
Sports for Equality (RISE) is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
dedicated to harnessing the uni-
fying power of sports to improve
race relations and drive social
progress. Led by an unprece-
dented alliance of professional
sports leagues, organizations,
athletes, educators, media net-
works and sports professionals,
RISE uses sports to promote
understanding, respect and
equality.

Brentwood Academy’s Cody White named
TN Titans High School Coach of the Year
NASHVILLE, TN – Cody
White of Brentwood Academy
(Brentwood, Tenn.) has been
named the 2017 Tennessee
Titans High School Coach of the
Year after leading his football
team to a perfect 12-0 season
and winning the Division II
Class AAA state championship.

Coach White outscored his
opponents 442-120 overall and
99-27 in the postseason, includ-
ing a 28-14 win over
Montgomery Bell Academy in
the Division II Class AAA
BlueCross Bowl. The 2017 title
marks Coach White’s third con-

secutive state championship
(2015, 2016 and 2017).

His football team currently
ranks No. 6 in the nation,
according to the most recent
USA Today Super 25 national
high school poll. 

This is Coach White’s first
Coach of the Year honor. 

“Coach White’s body of work
is incredible,” said Josh Corey,
Tennessee Titans Football
Outreach Coordinator.
“Brentwood Academy plays in
one of the toughest classifica-
tions in the state. Their ability to
win consistently, and the manner

in which they do so, is very
impressive. We got a first look at
the team in our annual 7-on-7
Tournament. They took home
the trophy then and they took it
home again in the state champi-
onship game. We’re proud to
recognize such an outstanding
team and coach.”
As the 2017 Tennessee Titans

Coach of the Year, White will
receive a grant in the amount of
$2,000 to benefit his football
program, as well as an all-
expense paid trip to the 2018 Pro
Bowl in Orlando, Fl.

Coach White’s selection also

qualifies him for the Don Shula
NFL High School Coach of the
Year award, honoring high
school football coaches that dis-
play the integrity, achievement
and leadership exemplified by
the coach with the most wins in
NFL history, Don Shula. The
Don Shula NFL High School
Coach of the Year award winner
– announced in January –
receives $10,000 and his high
school football program is
awarded $15,000. 
The Titans’ High School Coach

of the Year award is an extension
of the High School Game of the
Week and Coach of the Week
programs. Each Coach of the
Week (10 total) received a grant
from the Tennessee Titans in the
amount of $1,000 to benefit his
school’s football program. All
11 award winners – 10 Coach of
the Week winners and the Coach
of the Year – will be recognized
during the Titans vs. Jaguars
game on Sunday, Dec 31.
Through the Coach of the Week
program, the Titans have donat-
ed more than $200,000 in grant
funding to high school football
programs across the state.

The NFL and Morehouse
College partnership is the prod-
uct of ongoing strategic meet-
ings held at the school since
October 2016, convened by
RISE. Former and active pro-
fessional athletes, academics,
politicians, social activists and
sport administrators developed
a curriculum to equip athletes
with tools and resources...


