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Saluting our veterans and those who serve in the U.S. Military

‘Wee Pals’ and Morrie Turner salute African
Americans in the Military ...from sports page 3

It was all smiles after this
final inspection of the “Wee
Pals ‘The Kid Power Gang
Salutes African-American
in the Military Past and
Present’” by legendary
cartoonist Morrie Turner.
Reporting for duty for this
final inspection are from
left to right: Nathan Turner,
Matthew Revak,
FolgerGraphic Prepress
Manager, Charles Blatcher,
III, Publisher and the car-
toonist’s son Morrie Turner,
Jr.  
(Photo/courtesy of National
Minority Museum Foundation)

schools and encourage kids to
believe in themselves and follow
their dreams and talents.

Turner was so modest in fact,
that his son didn’t even know he
had been a member of the
Tuskegee Airmen until he dis-
covered it on his own. “He just
always told me that he was in the
Army Air Corp,” said Morrie.
Turner served as a clerk with the
Airmen, having had the fore-
sight to learn how to type in

NFL and USAA salute Service
Award nominees... from sports page 2

Veterans of America and Pets for
Vets. The Tate's have also partic-
ipated in a shopping experience
for children whose military par-
ents would not be home for the
holidays.
Green Bay Packers
MIKE DANIELS (Defensive
Tackle)
This past year, Daniels chose to
honor his sister and all military
veterans when he had custom
cleats made for him to wear dur-
ing the Salute to Service games
in November. The cleats were
designed with his sister's name
and the United States Air Force
logo on top of digital camou-
flage. During the production
meetings for those games,
Daniels made sure the commen-
tators understood why he was
wearing the cleats and why it
was important for them to bring
attention to honoring our veter-
ans and military members. Mike
never takes the rights and free-
doms our military has provided
our country for granted. 
Houston Texans
WOODY CAMPBELL (Texans
Ambassador)
Campbell was one of only seven
professional athletes to serve on
active-duty in the Vietnam War.
Campbell retired from the NFL
in 1972 and went on to a 30-year
career in sales and technology
before retiring in 2008. He
became a Texans Ambassador
after retiring, a group of former
Texans and NFL players that
represent the team at Texans
games and in the community. He
enjoys the opportunity it gives
him to be involved with the team
and give back to others. Each
year, Campbell attends the annu-
al Houston Texans Military
BBQ to meet the 200 service
members and veterans in atten-
dance both to show his apprecia-
tion for their service and to be
there as someone who under-
stands what they've been
through.
Indianapolis Colts
CHUCK PAGANO (Head
Coach)
Indianapolis Colts Head Coach
Chuck Pagano has formed a
notable commitment to the mili-
tary since his arrival in 2012.
Pagano spent consecutive off
seasons (2015 and 2016) making
two USO Tour trips. During his
first trip in February of 2015,
Pagano, ANDREW LUCK and
DWAYNE ALLEN joined
Admiral JAMES WINNEFELD,

JR. on his third and final USO
Tour as Vice Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. The crew
traveled to numerous military
locations on an eight-day, seven-
country trip and partook in high-
energy shows and memorable
base visits for members of our
armed forces. Prior to the start of
the trip, the group visited
Arlington National Cemetery
and then spent time with wound-
ed soldiers at Walter Reed
National Military Medical
Center in Bethesda, Maryland.
Pagano was also honored to
have Admiral Winnefeld to
speak to the Colts in a previous
year prior to the start of the reg-
ular season. In 2016, Pagano
joined four Colts players on the
first USO/NFL team-themed
tour in Japan. To honor members
of the military, Pagano has creat-
ed a gameday tradition in which
servicemen and women have an
opportunity to run out of the tun-
nel with the team. 
Jacksonville Jaguars
MALIK JACKSON (Defensive
Tackle)
Jackson started his own
Foundation, Malik's Gifts,
which support military, at risk
youth families and pet adoption.
Through Malik's Gifts, he has
sponsored Gold Star Wives Day.
These special women are the
widows of service members who
have died while serving their
country. This past Memorial
Day, Jackson provided military
families whose loved ones died
in the line of fire, a fun after-
noon of horseback riding,
wagon tours, fishing and many
other activities at the Diamond
Ranch. The gathering featured a
special "time of remembrance"
that honors those no longer with
us due to their service to our
country. This was all possible
for 200 military children and
families from Malik's $10,000
donation. This year, Malik has
committed to make a $5,000
donation to 5 Star Veterans
Center that offers safe and
secure housing to displaced vet-
erans to help alleviate veteran
homelessness and also offers
resources to help them re-inte-
grate into society. 
Kansas City Chiefs
DERRICK JOHNSON
(Linebacker)
Johnson gives back through his
Defend the Dream Foundation.
His inspirations to support those
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school -- something few males
did back then. But transgressing
norms was something he
embraced. “Wee Pals” was the
first syndicated strip with
diverse characters, and it fea-
tured a cast of kids of all ethnic-
ities and backgrounds, and even
included a character with a
physical disability. They were
known as the “Dinky Fellas.”

Turner was first and foremost
an artist, but he was motivated to
create the strip as a way to diver-
sify the funny pages. His close
friend Charles Schulz, creator of
“Peanuts,” encouraged him to
go for it.
“He wished that his strip wasn’t
perceived as something new, dif-
ferent, and out of the ordinary,”
said Morrie. “But he embraced
the fact that he was able to do it.
He utilized it as a platform. It
gave him the opportunity to talk
to kids.”

But connecting with youth was
his primary joy. “He instilled the
youth to move forward,” said
Morrie. “He encouraged them to
keep up with their education.
You don’t want the door to be
closed in your face. You should
know that all doors are open.”

Morrie said that his father par-
ticularly enjoyed sharing black
military history with kids, many
of which had never had the
opportunity to learn such things.
“He felt like a lot of things were
just lost, and he wanted to bring
them out,” said Morrie. “He

would say, ‘Yes, we had black
pilots. Yes, we had black offi-
cers.’” He features all in his
“Salute to African Americans in
the Military.” 

Turner’s life and work has
touched many, and will continue
to as more people learn about

Miller named semifinalist
for Burlsworth Trophy
MEMPHIS, TN – Senior wide

receiver Anthony Miller was
named one of 10 semifinalists
for the Burlsworth Trophy,
awarded to the most outstanding
football player in America who
began his career as a walk-on.
The trophy is named in honor of
Brandon Burlsworth, who
walked on at Arkansas in 1994
and worked his way to a three-

year starter and All-American
honors in 1998. Burlsworth was
selected 63rd overall by the
Indianapolis Colts in 1999, but
was tragically killed in a car
accident 11 days later. His life
was the subject of a major
motion picture “Greater,” which
was released last year. 
The Burlsworth Foundation was
created in his memory and sup-

ports the physical and spiritual
needs of children, in particular
those who have limited opportu-
nities.

Tickets for the West Division
showdown in the American
Athletic Conference are avail-
able now at
www.GoTigersGoTix.com.

NAACP congratulates George Springer III of Houston
Astros; Grandson of late NAACP George Springer, Sr.
The NAACP congratulates
George Springer III, World
Series Champion, Most Valuable
Player, and grandson of cele-
brated NAACP branch leader,
George Springer Sr. Springer III
recently tied the World Series
record for home runs while
securing the league victory for
the Houston Astros.
He comes from a family who are
as tenacious in sports as they are
in the civil rights arena. His

mother was a gymnast, who now
coaches field hockey and soft-
ball, and his father, George
Springer Jr. was a former youth
star in the Little League World
Series turned civil rights lawyer,
who fought for fair and equal
housing.

His late grandfather, George
Springer Sr., was a Panamanian
immigrant who simultaneously
served as president for the
Walicki Little League and the

NAACP New Britain Branch for
two terms in the 1980s, 1994
and 1996 – a position succeeded
by his son, George Springer Jr.
in 1997.

George Sr. also served as
President of the Connecticut
Federation of Educational and
Professional Employees, Vice
President of the American
Federation of Teachers and head

Turner was first and fore-
most an artist, but he was
motivated to create the
strip as a way to diversify
the funny pages. His close
friend Charles Schulz, cre-
ator of “Peanuts,”
encouraged him to go for
it.

this amazing veteran, artist and
educator. The National Minority
Military Museum Foundation is
honored to be selected to bring
the publication to the public. 

Order comic books for schools,
organizations or collectors --
send email to:  goldenbuffa-
lo01@aol.com

or call via the following tele-
phone number: 1-510-467-9242

***                       
Charles Blatcher, III  is

Founder/Chief  Executive
Officer of the National Minority
Military Museum Foundation..
He can be emailed at cnm-
mmf@aol.com .            
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