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MEMPHIS, TN – The United
States Navy Parachute Team,
“The Leap Frogs,” will be jump-
ing into AutoZone Park on
Friday, May 12, as part of the
Armed Forces Night celebration
that evening.
Fans are encouraged to arrive in
their seats no later than 6:45
p.m. to be able to see The Leap
Frogs put on their spectacular
show. Game time is set for 7:05.
Also on Armed Forces Night,

the Navy Brass Quintet will be
performing in the Plaza before
the game, beginning at 5:30 p.m.
The Plaza will also feature dis-
plays, equipment, and interac-
tive exhibits.

On Armed Forces Night, and
every other night at AutoZone
Park, active-duty and retired
military personnel can receive a
discount on up to two game tick-
ets at the Box Office. A valid
military ID is required.

The United States Navy
Parachute Team, “The Leap
Frogs,” is the official parachute
demonstration team of the
United States Navy and part of
the United States Naval Special
Warfare Command. The team is
made up of active-duty Navy
SEALs, Special Warfare
Combatant-craft Crewmen
(SWCC), and support personnel.
A typical Leap Frogs perform-
ance consists of six jumpers
leaping out of an aircraft at an
altitude of 6,000 feet. After
freefalling, sometimes using
smoke or streamers, The Leap
Frogs fly their canopies together
to build canopy-relative work
formations. After performances,
The Leap Frogs make them-
selves available to the public to
answer questions about the
Navy and the Naval Special
Warfare community, as well as
to sign autographs.
For information on upcoming

promotions, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/promotions. 
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sion for the game.  He began as
an official in local youth leagues
in 1977, made his collegiate
officiating debut in 1990 before
joining the NFL officiating
ranks in 2004.  In 2008, Riveron
was promoted to referee, earning
the distinction as the NFL’s first
Hispanic referee.  Riveron came
off the field following the 2012
season to join the league office
as senior director of officiating.
“Al has done a terrific job as a
key member of our officiating
staff for the past four seasons,”
said NFL Commissioner
ROGER GOODELL.  “Prior to
that, Al was an outstanding on-
field official who earned the
respect of his fellow officials, as
well as coaches and players
alike.  To have Al leading our
officiating department, and then
to add talented, knowledgeable
instant replay and officiating
experts like Russell and Wayne,
is a tremendous positive for us
as we look forward to the 2017
season.”
Reporting to Riveron, who will
report to NFL Executive Vice
President of Football Operations
TROY VINCENT, will be two
new hires designed to aid in the
department’s long-standing goal
of excellence in officiating per-
formance – RUSSELL YURK
and WAYNE MACKIE. 

Yurk joins the staff as Vice
President of Instant Replay and

Administration.  In this role,
Yurk will direct the league’s
instant replay operations in the
Art McNally GameDay Central
room and oversee all instant
replay-related personnel.  Yurk
will also be responsible for offi-
ciating administration, including
supervising operational aspects
of scheduling and logistics as
well as the training and develop-
ment of instant replay personnel.
Yurk spent the past seven sea-
sons as an NFL instant replay
official after working as an on-
field official for 10 seasons at
the high school and college
level. An instant replay expert,
Yurk assisted in authoring the
replay section of the NFL
Referee’s Manual for the past
two years.
Mackie, a 10-year veteran NFL
game official, has been named
Vice President of Officiating
Evaluation and Development,
responsible for the officiating
evaluation and development
program, managing the on-field
officials weekly crew evaluation
process, as well the staff of offi-
ciating supervisors and trainers,
and the management of the
Officiating Development
Program.
A highly-respected on-field
game official for the past two
decades at the collegiate and
professional level, Mackie
entered the NFL in 2007 as a

head linesman and quickly
established himself as one of the
league’s top officials at his posi-
tion.  Mackie has officiated in
eight NFL playoff games,
including serving as head lines-
man at Super Bowl 50 and for
two conference championship
games during his 10-year NFL
career.
Mackie began his collegiate
officiating career in the Mid-
Eastern Athletic Conference in
1996 and also officiated in the
Atlantic 10 and Big East through
his final collegiate season in
2006 prior to joining the NFL.
Riveron, Yurk and Mackie will
all work in GameDay Central

throughout the season and have
the final say on instant replay
decisions, in consultation with
the referee as part of the new
replay rules for the 2017 season.
“Al, Russell and Wayne are a
team dedicated to delivering the
highest quality of officiating and
game administration in profes-
sional sports,” Vincent said.
“The structure of their responsi-
bilities will provide us with a
sustainable model for greater
efficiency, improved perform-
ance from our officials, and
operational excellence in collab-
oration, development and train-
ing of our officiating team.”

Baptist Memorial Hospital
signs American Cancer Society
Pledge to prevent colon cancer
from sports page 3

orectal cancer screening, doctors
can find and remove hidden
growths (called “polyps”) in the
colon before they become can-
cerous. Removing polyps can
prevent cancer altogether.

“Our 80% by 2018 initiative
includes everyone,” said Wynett
Jones, health systems manager
with the American Cancer
Society. “Health care providers,
health systems, communities,
businesses, community health
centers, government, non-profit
organizations and patient advo-
cacy groups all have a part to
play. By working together, we
will make greater progress, pre-
vent more cancer and save more

lives than we would by working
alone.”

The 80% by 2018 initiative is
led by the American Cancer
Society (ACS), the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and the National
Colorectal Cancer Roundtable
(an organization co-founded by
ACS and CDC).

For more information about col-
orectal cancer and screening
options, please contact the
American Cancer Society at 1-
800-227-2345 or visit
cancer.org.
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