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Youth and Sports

Learn the FUNdamentals of Fishing with
your kids, grandkids ... from sports page 3 
young one starts to get bored, the
bugs are bad, or the weather is
not good. Having playground
equipment and bathrooms nearby
is always a good idea as well.
•Keep it simple! Set up a simple
small hook, preferably a barbless
hook, with an earthworm and a
bobber. The bobber serves as a
visual on the water and can help
keep a child’s attention. Basic
medium or light action equip-
ment with smaller reels and
shorter rods will serve your
youngster well.
•Fish for action! Fishing for
abundant species that a child is
most likely to catch, no matter the
size, will keep their attention and
provide them with the incentive
to continue fishing. Attention
spans for young children are
short, about two to six minutes
for toddlers, according to child-
hood experts. These experts also
say to not plan on spending more
than 30 minutes on the whole
with any outdoor trip. Keep in

mind some of the easiest known
species to catch repetitively from
shore are bluegill, green sunfish,
black bullheads and largemouth
bass. These fish live in a variety
of waters and are not difficult to
find.
Fishing skills. Young anglers
need a great deal of help deter-

mining how to use fishing equip-
ment. Demonstrate to them how
rods and reels work and give
them plenty of chances to prac-
tice. Understand that things will
go awry. Probably the biggest
mistake that kids make when
fishing is not keeping a tight line
while playing a fish. Encourage
them to keep their rod tip up.
Also be sure to check the drag on
the reel so they can manage a bit
larger fish if they catch one.
•Keep it about the kids! If a
child decides to play on the
shore, get their feet wet, float
sticks, or seek out frogs, let them:
it’s all about them having fun!
Teach them about fisheries con-
servation such as how to properly
catch and release a fish as well us
picking up any litter found along
the bank to be recycled. If you
bring a fish home, explain to
your child or grandchild that they
are only bringing to the kitchen
what is allowable by law and
what they can eat.

•What to pack. Bring enough
items so that you’re prepared for
all kinds of weather, and distrac-
tions if fishing gets difficult or
the kids get bored. Sunscreen and
insect repellent for children are
musts. Don’t forget drinking
water. Snacks and snack breaks
can do wonders for very young
anglers. Crackers, cheese sticks
and cut up fruit all fit the bill.
Sure, we want kids to eat healthy,
but I’m not against making the
outing special by bringing a fa-
vorite treat or stopping by the ice
cream shop on the way home.
Take along what you think will
help make the fishing experience
comfortable and fun. Towels, wet
wipes and band aids should be
packed.  By all means, include a
camera. In all seriousness, a pos-
itive attitude is probably the most
important. Your enthusiasm for
fishing will be contagious!
•Attend a kids’ or family fish-
ing event with your child. The
Nebraska Game and Parks Com-

mission holds hands-on fishing
events to teach both children and
their parents or grandparents
about the fun of recreational fish-
ing. These events are held mainly
during early evening hours at
various locations around the
state, feature trained instructors,
and provide loaner equipment
and free bait for those folks to
use during their time on the
water. Get more information
about such events from out-
doornebraska.gov/familyfishing.
Have fun!

***
The Fishing Wire welcomes your
comments and actively solicits
letters and guest editorials from
readers as well as fishery man-
agers, scientists and industry ex-
perts in boating, fishing and
related equipment. Please send
your comments and suggestions
to frank@thefishingwire.com. 
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Grizzlies
name J.B.
Bickerstaff
head coach
MEMPHIS, TN– The Memphis
Grizzlies on May 1 announced
that the organization has reached
an agreement with interim head
coach J.B. Bickerstaff to retain
him as head coach. Per team pol-
icy, terms of the contract were
not disclosed.

The Grizzlies officially an-
nounced J.B. Bickerstaff as head
coach at a press conference on
Wednesday, May 2 . in the Grand
Lobby of FedExForum. The
press conference was live-
streamed on grizzlies.com. Fans
were encouraged to stay tuned to
grizzlies.com after the press con-
ference for a 12 p.m. interview
with Coach Bickerstaff on The
Chris Vernon Show.
“J.B. did an admirable job as in-
terim head coach last season in
what was a challenging set of cir-
cumstances,” Grizzlies General
Manager Chris Wallace said.
“J.B. has connected with our
players and earned their respect
“J.B. did an admirable
job as interim head
coach last season in what
was a challenging set of
circumstances,” Griz-
zlies General Manager
Chris Wallace said. “J.B.
has connected with our
players and earned their
respect throughout his
time in Memphis, and we
have been pleased with
his role in developing our
young players. We are
excited to see him coach
with a full offseason and
a healthy roster next sea-
son.”
throughout his time in Memphis,
and we have been pleased with
his role in developing our young
players. We are excited to see
him coach with a full offseason
and a healthy roster next season.”
Originally joining the Grizzlies

as associate head coach in the
summer of 2016, Bickerstaff was
named interim head coach on
Nov. 27, 2017 and served in that
role for the final 63 games of the
2017-18 season. Before coming
to Memphis, Bickerstaff spent
five seasons (2011-16) with the
Houston Rockets, where he was
elevated to interim head coach
early in the 2015-16 season and
guided the Rockets to a 37-34
finish to close the season with a
postseason berth.
Bickerstaff’s additional experi-

ence as an assistant coach in-
cludes four seasons (2007-11)
with the Minnesota Timber-
wolves and three seasons (2004-
07) with the Charlotte Bobcats
under his father Bernie Bicker-
staff. He also provided analysis
for Timberwolves radio broad-
casts during the 2003-04 season.
Prior to his time on the NBA

sidelines, Bickerstaff served as
director of operations for the
University of Minnesota’s men’s
basketball program, overseeing
all administrative areas of the
program and assisting the coach-
ing staff with recruiting, scouting
and coaching. Bickerstaff played
two seasons (1999-2001) with
the Golden Gophers to complete
his collegiate career after playing
his first two years at Oregon
State University, where he was
the youngest Division I player as
a 17-year-old freshman.

For more information on the
Grizzlies, ‘like’ Memphis Griz-
zlies on Facebook or follow on
Twitter (@memgrizz).

Keep it about the kids! If a
child decides to play on the
shore, get their feet wet, float
sticks, or seek out frogs, let
them: it’s all about them hav-
ing fun! Teach them about
fisheries conservation such as
how to properly catch and re-
lease a fish as well us picking
up any litter found along the
bank to be recycled. If you
bring a fish home, explain to
your child or grandchild that
they are only bringing to the
kitchen what is allowable by
law and what they can eat.
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