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May fishing schedule
from 

thefishingwire.com
Got an event you'd like to see post-
ed here? Send it to frank@thefish-
ingwire.com
Apr. 29 - May 1: Ladies Let's

Go Fishing event in Fort
Lauderdale, Fla; 
www.ladiesletsgofishing.com. 
Apr. 30 - May 1: IFA Redfish
and Kayak Tours at
Georgetown, S.C.; www.ifa-
tours.com 
May 6 - May 15: Lake Ontario
Counties Trout, Salmon and
Walleye Derby lakewide.
$15,000 Grand Prize for the
largest salmon. Go to
www.loc.org for details. 
May 7: 7th annual Bass on The

Fly fly fishing tournament, Lake
Fork, TX,www.bassonthefly.org

See more news on the Entertainment and Movie lanes on
The Mid-South Tribune and the Black Information Highway at

www.blackinformationhighway.com.
Welcome, Travelers!

Watch for coverage on the Audi arrivals at the world
premiere of ‘Captain America: Civil War’ on 

The Mid-South Tribune and the 
Black Information Highway at 

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Featured celebrities: Robert Downey Jr., Chris Evans, Anthony
Mackie, Stan Lee, Paul Rudd, Paul Bettany, and Marisa Tomei

when you recognized for such
an award, when you realize that
there are many outstanding men
and women who are to be con-
sidered.”

Lt. General Gregg is a shining
example of the legacy of
Colonel Charles Young, the first
African-American soldier to
reach the rank of Colonel in the
U.S. Army in 1917 Where it not
for the racism of the time, Col.
Young would surely have been
promoted to Brigadier General,
but his drive and love of country
despite social impediments have
influenced many men and
women who have come after
him, including General Gregg.

Lt. General Gregg’s long career
began in 1946 at the tail end of
World War II, when the fighting
had ended but some of our
biggest work was ahead of us.
He entered the armed forces as a
Private when they were still seg-
regated, at the tender age of 17.
Asked why he felt such fidelity
for a country that, for all intents
and purposes, still saw him as
3/5ths of a person, he responded,
“It was still my country. With all
its imperfections, I still had hope
that things would get better. And
my service contributed to that
positive environment—it did get
better.” Lt Gen Gregg saw the
military as a touchstone for
change in the larger society as a
whole, and he continues to do
so.

In 1948, President Harry
Truman desegregated the mili-
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tary, but Gregg and his fellow
servicemen didn’t know that the
law had passed until actual
changes began to take shape
during his tour of duty in Korea.
“When men and women were
needed to fight battles in Korea,
you provided the trained soldiers
and did not hold back because of
race. It had a powerful impact on
the integration of the rest of our
country,” he says. “You had men
and women leaving the military
and going back to their respec-
tive communities, and they had

personally experienced integra-
tion. When we got to know each
other during our service, we
often found that we liked each
other. This changes people.”

The paving stones placed by
the societal inheritance of
Colonel Charles Young allowed
Lt Gen Gregg to quickly move
up through the ranks due to his
work ethic, intelligence, and
focused dedication. He reached
the designation of Lt. General in
1977, where he served under
President Jimmy Carter in the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and later
Ronald Reagan, shortly before
his retirement from active duty
in the late summer of 1981. His
post-military career has been
dedicated to serving on various
boards of nonprofit and for prof-
it organizations, many of which
support African American caus-
es. Gregg is a staunch supporter
of our effort to posthumously
elevate Colonel Young to
Brigadier General and he has
made many public appearances
in support of our cause.
“General Gregg has been a big
influence on so many people,”
says friend and colleague Gen
Robert Gaskill. “He has a great
reputation as an executive leader
and logistician.” Gaskill is quick
to point out that much of what

In 1948, President Harry
Truman desegregated the
military, but Gregg and his
fellow servicemen didn’t
know that the law had
passed until actual
changes began to take
shape during his tour of
duty in Korea. “When men
and women were needed to
fight battles in Korea, you
provided the trained sol-
diers and did not hold
back because of race. It
had a powerful impact on
the integration of the rest
of our country,” he says.
“You had men and women
leaving the military and
going back to their respec-
tive communities, and they
had personally experi-
enced integration. When
we got to know each other
during our service, we
often found that we liked
each other. This changes
people.”

Gen Gregg has done has been
unsung and behind the scenes,
like helping those coming up
after him get a leg up. For exam-
ple, Lt. General Gregg was an
important mentor for the first
female four-star General, Gen
Ann E. Dunwoody. You see, the
legacy of Col. Young has opened
doors for more than just African
Americans. It is the legacy of a
man who embodied Dr. King’s
desire of all Americans being
judged by the content of their
character, not their gender, race,
or ethnic origin.

Thus, in the spirit of Col
Young’s example, it has been Lt.
General Gregg’s life mission to
encourage women, people of
color, and other minorities to
“be all that they can be,” to bor-
row an old Army slogan. “We
have evolved and influenced the
larger society in a very positive
way,” he says. “For that I am
very grateful.”
General Gregg is among the dig-
nitaries who will join the
National Coalition of Black
Veteran Organizations for a
presentation on June 1st of the
Colonel Charles Young maque-
tte. The event will be held on
June 1, 2016 at the National
Afro American Museum and
Culture Center in Wilberforce,

Ohio. The ceremony will be fol-
lowed by a bus tour to the birth
cabin of Colonel Charles Young
in Mays Lick, Kentucky. 

“General Gregg has been a men-
tor to many, including myself,”
says Charles Blatcher III, chair-
man of the Coalition. “He has
followed Colonel Young's exam-
ple by assisting many others in
reaching for their Stars in the
service of our Nation. He is a
compliment to the Nation and
the United States Army. We

Salute Him as a Soldier, Mentor
and Friend.”Col. Charles Young will

be recognized in a special
historical presentation on

June 1 at the National
Afro American Museum in

Wilberforce, Ohio

For more information,
email Mr. Charles

Blatcher at 
cnmmmf@aol.com

Read more on Lt. Gen. Gregg
and Col. Charles Young 
on the Military lane on 
The Mid-South Tribune
and Black Information

Highway at 
www.

blackinformation
highway.com


