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Competition Part of NFL’s Pro
Bowl Week Celebration of the

Football Community

Sixty-six (66) youth flag foot-
ball teams will compete in the
NFL FLAG CHAMPIONSHIPS
POWERED BY USA FOOT-
BALL at ESPN Wide World of
Sports from Friday, Jan. 26 -
Saturday, Jan. 27 as part of the
NFL's Pro Bowl Week in
Orlando, Florida. Games will be
played from 10 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, Jan 26 and after Pro
Bowl Practice until 1:00 p.m. on
Saturday, Jan 27. The NFL
FLAG Championships will be
held at Pro Bowl for the second
consecutive year as part of the
week-long celebration of foot-
ball across all levels. 
Teams from across the country –
10 regional champions in four
divisions plus 26 additional 13-
14 Boys teams – will compete in
the tournament. An additional
five international teams from
Canada, China and Mexico will
participate in exhibition games.
NFL Pro Bowl players and
Legends will serve as guest
coaches, encouraging the teams
as they compete for the national
title. The 13-14 Boys
Championship Game will be tel-
evised on ESPN and ESPN
Deportes, and simulcast on ABC
on Sunday, Jan. 28 as part of the
network's broadcast of the Pro
Bowl at Camping World
Stadium. Divisions include 9-10
coed, 11-12 coed, 13-14 boys
and 13-14 girls. 
Teams qualified for the national
championships by winning

66 youth flag football
teams set to compete in
NFL Flag Championships
Powered by USA Football 

regional tournaments hosted by
USA Football in NFL club mar-
kets. Regional tournaments were
hosted by the Arizona Cardinals,
Atlanta Falcons, Baltimore
Ravens, Houston Texans,
Indianapolis Colts, Los Angeles
Chargers, New England Patriots,
New Orleans Saints, New York
Jets, and Seattle Seahawks. The
additional 13-14 Boys teams
were chosen by the NFL team in
their market. 
The 66 teams participating in the
NFL FLAG Championships at

Pro Bowl will wear jerseys rep-
resenting each of the NFL's 32
clubs.
Players and coaches will arrive

Thursday, Jan. 25, for a three-
day trip to Orlando to compete
in the tournament. Teams are
provided with hotel accommo-
dations, meals, ground trans-
portation in Orlando and tickets
to the Pro Bowl on Sunday, Jan.
28. 

In 2017, more than 400,000

Walter Payton Awards presented by
Nationwide finalists ... from sports page 4
ple through his charitable arm,
the One More Foundation. One
More's mission is to bless indi-
viduals wherever they are,
whether supporting existing
charities or initiating programs
of its own. Most recently, One
More partnered with the
International Justice Mission
(IJM). In partnership with IJM,
the world's largest international
anti-slavery organization work-
ing to combat human trafficking,
modern day slavery and other
forms of violence against the
poor, the Watsons joined the
global fight to end the scourge of
sex trafficking. This effort was
highlighted in April during a
three-day trip to Lebanon, where
Benjamin witnessed firsthand
the Middle East's refugee crisis.
Additionally, he and his wife,
Kirsten, traveled to the
Dominican Republic in June to
begin formulating plans that
combat sex trafficking. 
Benjamin also annually hosts
the Big BENefit – an event that
offers 25 underserved families
an opportunity to provide holi-
day gifts for their children. Each
parent is brought to a local
Walmart and is surprised with
dinner and a $300 gift card to
shop with their favorite Raven.
Benjamin also started a cam-
paign with the fundraising plat-
form, Donors Choose, where
One More matches all donations
raised. This year's contributions
go directly to benefit local
schools in Baltimore, allowing
teachers to purchase tools –
books, art supplies, iPads – that
enhance their children's educa-
tional experience.
Coming off a season-ending
Achilles injury that sidelined
him in 2016, Benjamin was back

in full force on the field, as he
led the Ravens with 61 catches
for 522 yards and four touch-
downs. Completing his 14th
NFL season, he has played in
179 career games to produce
495 receptions for 5,485 yards
and 42 touchdowns. Benjamin
was also named recipient of the
2016 Bart Starr Award, given
annually to the NFL player who
exemplifies character and lead-
ership on and off the field. In
2015, he was a Man of the Year
finalist while with the Saints,
while he was also honored as
one of five finalists for the
NFLPA's Whizzer White Award.
J.J. WATT (Houston Texans) 
"We have long been proud and
appreciative of J.J.'s passion and
authentic care for others as he
has consistently given back to
the community, created memo-
ries for all ages and positively
impacted lives around the
world," said Founder, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer
ROBERT C. MCNAIR. "J.J. is
one of the most selfless, giving
and inspiring young men in the
NFL and we are proud he is a
Houston Texan. During one of
Houston's worst disasters, J.J.
was our shining light after rais-
ing more than $37 million for
victims affected by Hurricane
Harvey. We congratulate him on
being named a finalist for this
year's Walter Payton NFL Man
of the Year Award."  
In the wake of Hurricane
Harvey, J.J. Watt solidified his
importance to the city of
Houston by being an unwaver-
ing fixture of hope. While
watching the events unfold from
a hotel room in Dallas, J.J. post-
ed a video on social media
announcing a fundraising cam-

paign with a very reasonable
goal of $200,000, to which he
matched the first $100,000. In
19 days, he raised more than $37
million. J.J. has dedicated him-
self to finding organizations that
will apply the funds in the way
he has promised the donors and
victims of Harvey. J.J. will soon
unfold a plan with strategic
organizations, making good on
his promise to ensure that every
dollar goes directly to the people
of Houston and its surrounding
areas that are in need. 

J.J.'s dedication to charitable
service began at a young age
when the thought of being in the
NFL was still just a dream. He
started the Justin J. Watt
Foundation in Wisconsin in
2010 out of a desire to help
underserved kids. His personal
motto of "Dream Big, Work
Hard" culminated into a mission
that he continues to use to
impact communities nationwide.
The foundation has provided
over $3.4 million in funding to
middle schools and organiza-
tions that have insufficient fund-
ing for after-school athletic pro-
grams or no after-school athlet-
ics whatsoever for 6th – 8th
grade children. 
In his 7th NFL season, J.J. has
been named to the Pro Bowl 4
times and is a 4-time first-team
All-Pro. Leading the league in
sacks in 2012 and 2015, J.J. was
named NFL Defensive Player of
the Year in both those years and
in 2014 as well. J.J. has played
in 88 games for the Texans and
recorded a total of 394 tackles
and 76 sacks.
The Gladiator Award was the

precursor to the Man of the Year
Award, which was established in
1970. 

Spring practice begins for UofM softball
team; Gulf Coast Tourney set for Feb. 9

MEMPHIS, TN – The
University of Memphis softball
team began spring practice this
week and despite the winter
storm that rolled through
Memphis, the Tigers were able
to get to work in their indoor
batting cages while they wait for
the snow to melt on the field.
“We’re definitely happy to be

back as a group,” said head
coach Natalie Poole who enters
into her seventh season at the
helm of the Tiger program. “We
left them with a good fall season
and a plan of things to work on.
I feel like all of them did the
work over the break and I’m

Teams qualified for the
national championships by
winning regional tourna-
ments hosted by USA
Football in NFL club mar-
kets. Regional tournaments
were hosted by the Arizona
Cardinals, Atlanta Falcons,
Baltimore Ravens, Houston
Texans, Indianapolis Colts,
Los Angeles Chargers, New
England Patriots, New
Orleans Saints, New York
Jets, and Seattle Seahawks.

boys and girls ages 5-17 were
part of NFL FLAG Powered by
USA Football, a fun and dynam-
ic non-contact football experi-
ence for kids that emphasizes
safety, teamwork, self-esteem,
discipline and goal-setting. 
The following team represents

the Tennessee Titans:
Hendersonville Titans,

Hendersonville, Tennessee
Club Selects: Tennessee Titans
Players: Keion Stafford, Chase
Honeycutt, Josh Ferguson, Brent
Rowe, Taysean Jefferson, Ryan
Oden, Skylar Bowlin, Jack
Busey, AJ Bonner, Kylan Jones
Coaches: Cameron Gross,
Jackie Holt

For more information about
NFL FLAG powered by USA
Football, visit: www.nflflag.com
and www.usafootball.com.

About NFL FLAG Powered by
USA Football: NFL FLAG
Powered by USA Football
(www.nflflag.com) provides
opportunities for children ages
5-17 to enjoy America's favorite
sport. With more than 400,000
participants nationwide, players
benefit by being physically
active through non-contact, con-
tinuous action while learning the
fundamentals of football, les-
sons in teamwork and sports-
manship. NFL FLAG is a pro-
gram of PLAY 60, the NFL's
campaign to encourage kids to
be active for 60 minutes a day in
order to help reverse the trend of
childhood obesity. 

NFL builds on commitment to
social justice in new campaign
from sports page 3
Chairman JEFFREY LURIE
and Commissioner Goodell join-
ing Eagles players to gain per-
spective on criminal justice
reform this fall. Commissioner
Goodell also joined Dolphins
players for a day of conversation
and high school roundtables
with law enforcement through
the Ross Initiative for Sports
Equality (RISE) earlier this sea-
son.  This ongoing work is built
upon the constructive dialogue
that has been taking place for the
past year among owners, players
and NFL teams. 

In the coming days and weeks,

the NFL will highlight various
societal issues, individuals and
organizations through the lens of
its players in a series of NFL
Network features which debuted
Thursday, January 25 during
NFL Total Access, which airs at
7:00 PM Eastern.  The first fea-
ture includes Philadelphia
Eagles safety MALCOLM
JENKINS and his focus on
racial bias and social and emo-
tional intelligence training for
police officers. Future pieces
will address other social justice
issues led by DEVIN
MCCOURTY and DOUG
BALDWIN, JR, among others.

For more information, visit
www.nfl.com/letslistentogether.   
“We as members of the League

all have influence, but working
together for real change and
insisting on reform will only
amplify our reach and our
impact.  In order to affect real
change, we must begin the dia-
logue, elicit action, and demand
accountability. The Players
Coalition has provided the
opportunity, and now the com-
mitment, to open the dialogue
and ensure that the narrative
remains centered on the real
issues,” stated Kelvin Beachum

happy about how we came back
in shape and ready to work.”
The season begins on Feb. 9 at

the Florida Gulf Coast
Tournament. Memphis will
compete in three tournaments
away from Memphis before
returning home for three tourna-
ments at the Tiger Softball
Complex during the month of
March. Additional marquee
home games for the Tigers
include SEC foes Ole Miss and
Mississippi State. Throughout
the offseason, members of the
team worked on individual skill
sets that will now be applied to
the team workouts.

“Strategy wise I believe the
team is thinking right and their
energy is good. It is very nice to
be back together as a group,”
added Poole. With 25 members
on Memphis’ roster, the Tigers
have added depth this season.
The team boasts seven seniors
including First-Team All-
American Athletic Conference
pick Kyler Trosclair Klatt, who
finished the 2017 season with a
.394 batting average.  For more
information on the Memphis soft-
ball team, follow the Tigers on
Twitter at @MemphisSoftball.
Admission for all home games is
free. 

Chairman Jeffrey Lurie
and Commissioner
Goodell joining Eagles
players to gain perspective
on criminal justice reform
this fall. Commissioner
Goodell also joined
Dolphins players for a day
of conversation and high
school roundtables with
law enforcement through
the Ross Initiative for
Sports Equality (RISE)
earlier this season. 
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