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Rochester, Minnesota native
MANASA YERRIBOYINA,
12, is this year's NFL PLAY 60
Super Kid, the NFL announced .
As the winner of the 2017 NFL
PLAY 60 Super Bowl Contest
presented by Danimals, Manasa
will act as the official NFL
PLAY 60 Ambassador during
Super Bowl Week and deliver
the game ball to the official on
the field moments before the
kickoff of Super Bowl LII at
U.S. Bank Stadium in
Minneapolis on Sunday, Feb. 4
on NBC. 
ABC's Good Morning America

hosts broke the news to Manasa
in-studio this morning with the
help of Minnesota Vikings TE
KYLE RUDOLPH. Hundreds of
young fans nationwide entered
this year's NFL PLAY 60 Super
Bowl Contest Presented by
Danimals online at
NFLRUSH.com/SuperKid. To
be eligible, Manasa submitted
videos showcasing her favorite
celebration dance and her com-

Lifetime presents three original movies,
including ‘The Simone Biles Story’
from sports page 3
Her willingness to use violence
against her Miami competitors,
led her rivals to make repeated
unsuccessful attempts to kill her.
In order to protect her youngest
son with third husband Dario
(Raul Mendez), Griselda moved
to California where she was later
arrested by the DEA and sen-
tenced to a decade in jail. The
case against her collapsed and
upon her release, she was
deported to Colombia, where
she was ultimately gunned down
in 2012. In her lifetime,
Griselda’s drug distribution net-
work spanned across the United
States and she was suspected of
ordering over 200 murders. Also
stars Jenny Pellicer as Carolina,
Alejandro Edda as Rudy, Jonah
Stark as young Dixon, Jaden
Rain as young Osvaldo, Dagan
Nish as Michael, Lauren Guci as
young Michael, Warren Christie
as Jimmy and Darcy Laurie as
Pablo Escobar.
“Cocaine Godmother” is pro-

duced by Asylum Entertainment
for Lifetime with Emmy Award-
winning Steven Michaels,
Jonathan Koch (The Secret Life
of Marilyn Monroe), Joan
Harrison (Manson’s Lost Girls)
and Alisa Tager (Enemy at the
Gates) executive producing.
Guillermo Navarro (Pan’s
Labrynth, Narcos) directs from a
script written by David
McKenna (American History X).
“Cocaine Godmother” will also
premiere on Lifetime in Canada,
the UK, Poland, South Africa,
Southeast Asia, and Latin
America in 2018. 

FAITH UNDER FIRE:
The Antoinette Tuff Story

Starring Toni Braxton, Yaya
DaCosta, Trevor Morgan 

and Malik Yoba
Premieres January 27 

at 8pm ET/PT
Seven time Grammy Award

winner Toni Braxton stars as
Antoinette Tuff, a struggling sin-
gle mom from Georgia who
heroically averted a tragedy,
saving hundreds of lives when
she convinced a deranged gun-
man who stormed an elementary

school to surrender. On August
20, 2013, shortly after arriving
to work at the Ronald E. McNair
Discovery Learning Academy in
Decatur, Georgia, Antoinette the
school’s bookkeeper, was in the
front office when Michael Hill
(Trevor Morgan, Abducted), a
young man with a history of
mental illness, snuck in, armed
with an AK-47 and hundreds of
rounds of ammunition. As the
school went into lockdown,
Antoinette was left alone with
Michael, who repeatedly threat-
ened to kill everyone. Showing
enormous courage and empathy,
along with nerves of steel,
Antoinette convinced Michael to
surrender by using her own life
struggles to connect with him.
Antoinette’s faith in God guided
her through the toughest
moments of her life, ultimately
preparing her for that fateful
day. The film also stars Yaya
DaCosta (Whitney) as 911 oper-
ator Kendra McKay and Malik
Yoba (Empire) as Sergeant
Franklin. Antoinette Tuff’s son
Derrick, who was diagnosed
with Charcot-Marie-Tooth dis-
ease, is portrayed in the film by
Shalaby Omar (Doubt), a young
actor with Spina Bifida.
‘Faith Under Fire” is produced

by Sony Pictures Television and
based on the book “Prepared for
a Purpose: An Inspiring True
Story of Faith, Courage and
Compassion in Crisis” by Tuff
and Alex Tresniowski.
Executive producers are T.D.
Jakes (Heaven is for Real),
Judith Verno (Masters of Sex),
Derrick Williams (Miracles from
Heaven), Toni Braxton and
Craig Baumgarten (Toni
Braxton: Unbreak My Heart).
Emmy nominee Vondie Curtis
Hall (Abducted: The Carlina
White Story) directs from a
script written by Laura
Harrington and Stephen Kay.

THE SIMONE BILES
STORY

Starring Tisha Campbell-
Martin, Julius Tennon and

Jeanté Godlock
Premieres February 3

at 8pm ET/PT

Based on her book, “Courage to
Soar: A Body in Motion, A Life
in Balance, The Simone Biles
Story” follows Simone Biles
(Jeanté Godlock) through the
sacrifices and hard work that led
her to win 19 Olympic and
World Championship medals
and ultimately cemented her
stake as one of the greatest gym-
nasts of all time. After a field
trip to a gymnastics training cen-
ter when Simone was six years
old, she caught the eye of a local
coach who recognized that
Simone had a remarkable gift
for the sport. But pursuing her
dream of becoming an elite
gymnast also meant giving up
high school football games,
prom or starting college at
UCLA. With her parents Ron
(Julius Tennon, How to Get
Away with Murder) and Nellie
Biles (Tisha Campbell-Martin,
My Wife and Kids) and younger
sister Adria (Raven Bowens,
The New Edition Story) support-
ing her every step of the way,
Simone’s journey from foster
care to the Olympic podium -
with all of its triumphs and
heartbreaks – can serve as an
inspiration for every little girl
with a dream. The film also stars
Kathleen Rose Perkins as Aimee
Boorman, Kelsey Scott as
Shanon, Marilyn Norry as
Martha Karolyi and Nakai
Takawira as Young Simone.
“The Simone Biles Story” is
executive produced by Howard
Braunstein, Tom Patricia,
Simone Biles, Janey Miller and
Kyell Thomas for Octagon.
Vanessa Parise directs from a
script written by Kelly
Fullerton.

“The Simone Biles Story” will
premiere on Lifetime's interna-
tional territories later in 2018. 

Simone’s journey from
foster care to the Olympic
podium - with all of its tri-
umphs and heartbreaks –
can serve as an inspiration
for every little girl with a
dream.

Grizzlies to honor Swin Cash, Penny Hardaway,
Sam Perkins and James Worthy as part of 16th
Annual MLK Jr. Celebration Game  
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and WNBA greats: Swin Cash,
Penny Hardaway, Sam Perkins
and James Worthy. All will be
honored during the MLK Jr.
Celebration Day events, includ-
ing the Earl Lloyd Sports
Legacy Symposium, presented
by the Hyde Family Foundations
on January 15 at 3 p.m., for their
dedicated contributions to civil
and human rights and for laying
the foundation for future leaders
through their career in sports in
the spirit of Dr. King. 
Tip-off for the Grizzlies vs.
Lakers matchup is at 4:30 p.m.
with the National Civil Rights
Museum Sports Legacy Award
Ceremony also broadcasting live
on Fox Sports Southeast and
TNT. The ceremony will present
the honorees with the Sports
Legacy Award. Later in the
game, this year’s MLK Day
halftime ceremony, presented by
Ford and your Mid-South Ford
Dealers, will feature a Martin
Luther King Jr. tribute video and
special halftime performance.
The national anthem and half-
time performer will be
announced at a later date this
week.
Set to debut at the game is the
2018 ‘MLK50’ City Edition uni-
form that will support the
National Civil Rights Museum
‘s anniversary programming. In
collaboration with Nike and
inspired by the storied history
that shaped a movement and the
City of Memphis, the story
behind the uniform’s design
dates back to February 1, 1968,
when two Memphis Sanitation
workers, Echol Cole and Robert
Walker, were crushed to death
by a malfunctioning garbage
truck. The uniform’s story, stark
use of color, iconic type and
design is intended to shine a
national light on the events that
led up to the assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., and of
the ongoing movement forward
for social justice that Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. defined in life
and in death.
The Grizzlies’ Martin Luther
King Jr. Celebration events start
on Saturday, January 13 with a
Martin Luther King Jr. NBA
Tournament from 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
at the Grizzlies Center at
Memphis Athletic Ministries.
Together, the Grizzlies and the
Jr. NBA, the League’s official
youth basketball program, will
conduct a 3-on-3 MLK Jr. NBA
Tournament. The tournament is
open to boys and girls ages 14

and under. The Jr. NBA teaches
the fundamentals and the values
of the game at the grassroots
level to help improve the youth
basketball experience for all.
Also featured at the event will
be a one-hour panel conversa-
tion with special guests, includ-
ing Cash and former NBA play-
ers Jason Collins and Mike
Miller. Registration is currently
open through January 12.   The
entry fee is $20 per team and
pre-registration is required. Visit
www.grizzlies.com/youthbas-
ketball to register.
The following day on Sunday,

January 14, the visiting Lakers,
a number of Grizzlies players
along with Cash, Hardaway,
Perkins, Worthy and other spe-
cial guests will tour the National
Civil Rights Museum.
Following the tour, special
guests will attend a community
conversation, MLK50: Where
do we go from here? hosted at
the National Civil Rights
Museum beginning at 5:30 p.m.
and streamed live on
Grizzlies.com. Discussion
guests will include Sports
Legacy honoree Cash, Grizzlies
guard Mike Conley, PolicyLink
CEO Angela Glover Blackwell
and Lakers center Brook Lopez,
and will be hosted by National
Civil Rights Museum President
Terri Freeman. The conversation
will focus on issues at the inter-
section of race and sports.
Media availability for the
National Civil Rights Museum
Sports Legacy award honorees
and discussion panelists will be
at the conclusion of the conver-
sation around 7 p.m.  (A separate
media advisory will be sent at a
later date).
Celebration events will contin-

ue on Monday, January 15 with
a free Martin Luther King Jr.
Day Nike Youth Basketball

Clinic, presented by Ashley
HomeStore, from noon to 1:30
p.m. on the FedExForum main
court. The clinic will serve and
welcome over 75 Memphis-area
youth, including groups from
Grizzlies Prep, Porter Boys &
Girls Club and Lester
Community Center, and will
help teach the values of the
game and skills needed to
improve their basketball experi-
ence. Each participant will also
attend the Sports Legacy
Symposium and receive compli-
mentary tickets to the game that
afternoon.
In addition, before the sympo-
sium and celebration game, a
Martin Luther King Jr. NBA
Coaches’ Forum & Reception
will be held in the Draft Room at
FedExForum on Monday,
January 15, from 1:30-3 p.m.
Participants will include Bernie
Bickerstaff, former NBA head
coach and father of Grizzlies
head coach J.B. Bickerstaff,
WNBA star and Sports Legacy
honoree Cash and former NBA
player Collins. The forum is
designed to engage coaches as
positive influencers and to equip
them with tools to develop
young athletes of character.
Local coaches and sports admin-
istrators can visit www.griz-
zlies.com/youthbasketball to
register.
The event lineup will continue
with the Earl Lloyd Sports
Legacy Symposium, presented
by the Hyde Family
Foundations, from 3-4 p.m. on
Monday, January 15 in the
Grizzlies Built Ford Tough
Training Facility at
FedExForum. The symposium,
hosted by Grizzlies television
play-by-play announcer Pete
Pranica, will feature Cash,
Hardaway, Perkins and Worthy,
who will share stories of their
community work and experi-
ences through their career in
sports, in the spirit of Dr. King.
The symposium will be live on
FOX Sports Southeast. While
admission is free to the sympo-
sium with the purchase of a tick-
et to the Grizzlies vs. Lakers
game, space is limited. Doors
open at 2:30 p.m.  Fans who want
to support the Memphis Grizzlies by
purchasing ticket to the Martin
Luther King Jr. Celebration Game
can do so now by calling (901) 888-
HOOP or going online to
grizzlies.com. .

mitment to being active for 60
minutes a day. Following rounds
of interviews and public voting,
Manasa was named the winner
of this year's contest for her ded-
ication to a healthy lifestyle and
her passion for helping others to
stay active and eat healthy. 
Manasa is a 7th grade student,

athlete and valued leader in her
community. As a Fuel Up to
Play 60 student, she helps lead
health and wellness events at her
school throughout the year, most
recently organizing her school's
color run. She empowers her
peers to stay active, learn
healthy habits from each other
and create positive change with-
in their community. A multi-
sport athlete, she plays tennis,
football, badminton and basket-
ball and challenges herself as a
middle school student on the
high school debate team. 
During the week leading up to
Super Bowl LII, Manasa will
visit Super Bowl Experience
Driven by Genesis, the epicenter

for NFL fans in Minnesota dur-
ing Super Bowl Week; interview
members of the Super Bowl
teams at Super Bowl Opening
Night Fueled by Gatorade; and
visit Super Bowl Live Presented
by Verizon, amongst other
events.
The NFL PLAY 60 Super Bowl

Contest Presented by Danimals
is part of NFL PLAY 60, the
league's youth health and well-
ness initiative encouraging kids
to get active for 60 minutes a
day. This year the NFL is cele-
brating a decade of getting kids
active and healthy through NFL
PLAY 60. 

Children can pledge to PLAY
60, get tips from NFL pros and
learn ways to rally their commu-
nity to get active and healthy by
visiting NFLRUSH.com. Stay
connected with NFL PLAY 60
on social media by following
@NFLPLAY60 on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter. 

Celebration events will contin-
ue on Monday, January 15 with
a free Martin Luther King Jr.
Day Nike Youth Basketball
Clinic, presented by Ashley
HomeStore, from noon to 1:30
p.m. on the FedExForum main
court. The clinic will serve and
welcome over 75 Memphis-area
youth, including groups from
Grizzlies Prep, Porter Boys &
Girls Club and Lester
Community Center, and will
help teach the values of the
game and skills needed to
improve their basketball experi-
ence. 

Manasa Yerriboyina of Minnesota
wins the NFL Play 60 Super Bowl
Contest presented by Danimals

Creighton on AA Honor Roll
MEMPHIS, TN. – For the

fourth time this season, senior
forward Cheyenne Creighton
has earned a spot on the
American Athletic Conference
Weekly Honor Roll after posting

a 21-point, 12-rebound double-
double in the 72-36 victory over
ECU this past Saturday.
Creighton now has nine double-
doubles to her name this season,

a career-high. With 21 points
scored against the Pirates,
Creighton now sits 27 points shy
of reaching the 1,000-point
milestone at Memphis. 


