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Sports Detour: Elvis Birthday
Celebration calendar ... from sports page 3
MONDAY, JANUARY 8 

Elvis Birthday Proclamation
Ceremony
9:30 a.m. Graceland's North
Lawn. A special ceremony with
Graceland/EPE officials, a birth-
day cake cutting and proclama-
tion of Elvis Presley Day by
Memphis and Shelby County
officials. Following the event,
complimentary birthday cake
and coffee at Vernon’s
Smokehouse, Elvis Presley’s
Memphis. 

Opening of the new
“Hollywood Backlot” Exhibit
11:00 a.m. Elvis Presley’s

Memphis. The all new exhibit
features production sets and arti-
facts from the acclaimed televi-
sion series “Sun Records,” pro-
duced by Thinkfactory Media,
which aired on CMT in 2017.

Graceland Excursions: Tupelo,
Mississippi - Birthplace of Elvis
Presley Tour
11:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.  The five-
day celebration will conclude a
tour to Tupelo, Mississippi.
Guests will experience the rural
setting of Elvis’ upbringing and
see where it all began in the two-
room house where the King of
Rock ‘n’ Roll was born on
January 8, 1935, the church he
attended in his youth and see
artifacts from his modest begin-
nings. The tour includes Elvis'
Birthplace, Tupelo Hardware
and a driving tour of Tupelo.
This is the official launch of
weekly Graceland Excursions
tours to Tupelo (weekly tours
start on Fridays beginning
January 12).

About Graceland and Elvis
Presley Enterprises, Inc. 

Elvis Presley’s Graceland, in
Memphis, is music’s most
important and beloved land-
mark, with hundreds of thou-
sands of fans from around the
world visiting the historic home
each year. Elvis Presley
Enterprises, Inc. (EPE) manages
the operations of Graceland and
its related properties, including
Elvis Presley's Memphis,
Graceland's new entertainment
and exhibition complex over
200,000 square feet in size; the
AAA Four-Diamond Guest
House at Graceland 450-room
hotel; and the Graceland
Archives, featuring thousands of
artifacts from Elvis’ home and
career. EPE also produces and
licenses Elvis-themed live
events, tours and attractions
worldwide. Graceland Holdings
LLC, led by managing partner
Joel Weinshanker, is the majori-
ty owner of EPE. 

Auction A Circle and Graceland
Auctions TNGL#5967 is the
entity that manages Auctions at
Graceland.  In 2015, Graceland
was named the world’s “Best
Musical Attraction” and “Best
Historic Southern Attraction” in
the USA Today 10 Best Reader's
Choice Awards and in 2013,
voted the #1 “Iconic American
Attraction” in the same poll. For
more information on EPE and
Graceland, visit www.grace-
land.com.

HARTFORD, CONN. – The
University of Memphis
women’s basketball team
dropped a hard-fought contest

MEMPHIS, TN – Memphis
head coach Mike Norvell has
announced an impressive trio of
new assistant coaches, in addi-
tion to a number of staff changes
for the 2018 season. 
Keith Patterson and TJ Rushing

will immediately fill the spots
recently vacated by Dan
Lanning and Marcus Woodson
and Will Hall will also join the
coaching staff as associate head
coach and tight ends coach when
the new NCAA rule allowing a
10th assistant coach goes into
effect on Jan. 9. 

Patterson will coach the
Memphis linebackers starting in
2018 and brings a wealth of
experience to the Tigers as the
former defensive coordinator at
Arizona State, West Virginia,
Pittsburgh and Tulsa. Coaching
linebackers and defensive spe-
cial teams at Arizona State in
2017, Patterson tutored the Pac-
12’s leading tackler, linebacker
Christian Sam, who finished
with 127 total stops (10.6 per
game).

Sam, along with fellow line-
backer DJ Calhoun, both earned
All-Pac-12 nods for their efforts
this season. Calhoun was fourth
in the Pac-12 in averaging 5.1
solo tackles per game and sev-
enth with 7.8 tackles per game
following the regular season.
“I am extremely excited about

the addition of Coach Keith

MEMPHIS, TN – Assistant
football coaches Dan Lanning
and Marcus Woodson have left
the University of Memphis to
pursue other opportunities,
Memphis head coach Mike
Norvell announced Wednesday.

“I am grateful for the contribu-
tions that both Dan and Marcus
had in our first two years in
Memphis and I wish them both
all the best in their future oppor-
tunities,” Norvell said. “Both

UofM head coach Mike Norvell announces
staff changes for 2018 after historic season

Patterson into our program, as I
believe he is one of the great
teachers in college football.
Coach Patterson and I have
worked together for the majority
of my coaching career and his
passion and energy will be con-
tagious throughout the program.
Keith brings tremendous experi-
ence and knowledge to our staff,
not only from a schematic per-
spective but also as a recruiter.
He has great relationships
throughout the region, especial-
ly in his home state of
Oklahoma where he played and
coached at every level. Keith,
Melissa and their family are a
great fit for our program in
every aspect and the city of
Memphis will enjoy having
them part of the community,”
Norvell said.
As the Sun Devils’ defensive

coordinator in 2015, Patterson’s
defensive unit averaged 3.54
sacks per game, a total that
ranked first in all of the FBS.

Arizona State also posted 111
tackles for loss in 2015, with an
average of 8.5 tackles per loss
per game that ranked third
nationally and first in the Pac-
12.

Prior to his time at Arizona
State, Patterson spent two sea-
sons at West Virginia University,
where he served as the defensive
coordinator and linebackers
coach in 2013 and as the co-
defensive coordinator and line-
backers coach in 2012.

In 2011 Patterson served as
defensive coordinator and line-
backers coach at the University
of Pittsburgh and prior to that
was at the University of Tulsa
from 2003-10.
Rushing, a former Super Bowl

Champion with the Indianapolis
Colts, will coach the Tigers
defensive backs in 2018. He has
spent three of the last four sea-
sons on the coaching staff at
Arizona State after a seven-year
professional football career.
“I feel that we were able to hit a
home run being able to bring TJ
and Taylor Rushing to Memphis
to become a part of the Tiger
Football Family. TJ is one of the
brightest young defensive minds
in the nation, who in a short time
has created a reputation as a
wonderful developer of defen-
sive backs. TJ not only brings
great perspective as a coach but
also is able to rely on personal

... and Norvell announces some staff departures
men were great representatives
of our program, university, and
the city of Memphis and I look
forward to seeing them achieve
great success in their futures.”

Lanning has overseen the
development of two-time all-
conference linebacker Genard
Avery the last two seasons.
Avery finished his Tiger career
second in program history with
45.5 tackles for loss and third
all-time at Memphis with 21.5

career sacks. 
Also under Lanning in 2017,

linebacker Curtis Akins finished
with the team lead in tackles
(88) and breakout redshirt fresh-
man Tim Hart record 49 total
tackles and had an interception
return for a touchdown in the
win over UCLA.

Woodson tutored 2017
American Athletic Conference
Rookie of the Year and freshman
All-American TJ Carter, who set

Rushing, a former Super
Bowl Champion with the
Indianapolis Colts, will
coach the Tigers defensive
backs in 2018. He has
spent three of the last four
seasons on the coaching
staff at Arizona State after
a seven-year professional
football career.

experience from time as an All-
Pac-12 performer at Stanford
and his NFL career, which
included a Super Bowl
Championship,” said Norvell.
Last season, in Rushing’s first

as the Sun Devils’ defensive
backs coach, he tutored fresh-
man All-American corner Chase
Lucas. Lucas recorded 53 tack-
les and led the Sun Devils with
two interceptions and seven pass
break-ups.
Hall spent the 2017 season as

the offensive coordinator for the
Louisiana Ragin' Cajuns, where
six offensive players received
all-conference honors. The
Cajuns ranked among the best in
the nation in red zone offense
and turnovers lost, with just 16. 
“I am grateful for the opportuni-
ty to bring Coach Will Hall into
our Tiger Football Program.
Coach Hall is an incredible
leader of men with a relentless
work ethic, who has achieved
tremendous success throughout
his entire career at every level.
Will brings a dynamic offensive
mind, which teamed with the
current offensive staff establish-
es what I feel is one of the top
staffs in the country. Growing up
in Amory, Miss. and playing at
an All-American level at both
Northwest Mississippi as well as
North Alabama, Will has deep
rooted relationships throughout
Mississippi and the MidSouth.

He will assist in continuing the
high level of success bringing
top-level student-athletes here to
Memphis,” Norvell said.

Prior to UL Lafayette, Hall
posted a 56-20 record in six sea-
sons as head coach between
West Alabama and West
Georgia. From 2013-16, Hall led
West Georgia to a 31-9 record,
the first Gulf South Conference
title since 2000 and a pair of
NCAA Division II semifinal
appearances. Prior to his stint at
UWG, Hall was the head coach
at West Alabama where he post-
ed a 25-11 record and led the
Tigers to a pair of playoff
appearances.

Hall also enjoyed successful
stints on the coaching staff at
A r k a n s a s - M o n t i c e l l o ,
Southwest Baptist, Henderson
State, and Presbyterian. Hall
played two seasons at nearby
Northwest Mississippi
Community College from 1999-
2000 where he was a two-time
NJCAA Football All-American.

In addition to the three new
staff additions, Norvell
announced a reorganization of
his staff.

“One of the best things that we
have been able to accomplish is
keeping the staff that we have in
place here to lead our student-
athletes. I am grateful for each
of them and it has been a joy
watching the development of

our football team as well as our
coaches, which has allowed us
to compete at the highest level
throughout the 2017 season. I
am excited about being able to
reorganize our staff, to ensure a
continued progression and effec-
tive distribution of duties to
allow us to achieve at the high-
est level,” Norvell said.

The current coaching staff
responsibilities are as follows:

Will Hall – Associate Head
Coach / Tight Ends
Ryan Silverfield – Assistant
Head Coach / Run Game
Coordinator / Offensive Line 
Kenny Dillingham – Offensive
Coordinator / Quarterbacks
David Johnson – Wide
Receivers / Passing Game
Coordinator
Anthony Jones – Running
Backs
Chris Ball – Defensive
Coordinator
Joe Lorig – Outside
Linebackers / Special Teams
Coordinator
Keith Patterson – Linebackers /
Run Game Coordinator
Paul Randolph – Defensive
Line
TJ Rushing – Defensive Backs

Watch for The Mid-South
Tribune’s 

Black History Month Edition

a freshman program record with
five interceptions. Carter fin-
ished the season with 69 total
tackles and 11 pass breakups.

Last season, Woodson oversaw
the growth of cornerback Arthur
Maulet. Maulet recorded 72
tackles, two interceptions and a

Elmore exploits 20 minutes in 40 
Sunday afternoon to No. 1
UConn by a score of 97-48 at the
XL Center in Hartford, Conn.
The Tigers fall to 5-9 on the year
and 0-1 in American Athletic
Conference play with a home
contest against ECU coming up
next Saturday.  
After UConn scored the first

four points of the contest,
Memphis went on a 9-8 run
capped with a Taylor Barnes
three-pointer with 4:21 left in
the first quarter. UConn
responded with a 13-1 run of its
own before Brea Elmore
knocked down her first three of
the contest.
UConn continued to build its

lead as the time counted down in
the first half. Elmore’s play was

Brea Elmore

team-high 13 pass breakups,
before signing as an undrafted
free agent with the New Orleans
Saints.

an offensive highlight for the
Tigers as she hit a pair of three-
pointers and led all players on
the floor with 15 first half
points.

Memphis returns home next
Saturday for a 12 p.m. contest
against ECU. The game can be
heard on 91.7 FM WUMR and
fans can watch live at
www.gotigersgo.com/watch.
For more information on the
Memphis women’s basketball
team, follow the Tigers on
Twitter at @MemphisWBB.   

For more stats and facts of
Women’s basketball, detour

to gotigersgo.com

Elvis Presley’s Memphis. The
all new exhibit features pro-
duction sets and artifacts
from the acclaimed television
series “Sun Records,” pro-
duced by Thinkfactory
Media, which aired on CMT
in 2017.


