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Accolades for Fuente and Lynch
from sports page 2
Year Foundation. “With a victo-
ry this past weekend over a top-
25 ranked SEC team, Memphis
has established itself as a team
to keep an eye on for the rest of
the season. Coach Fuente took
over as head coach in 2012 and
built the program on four dis-
tinct pillars, which are very sim-
ilar to The Dodd Trophy’s own
pillars.”

When Fuente took over at
Memphis in 2012, he wanted to
change the culture of the pro-
gram by building his teams
around four pillars: academic
integrity, social responsibility,
individual accountability and
competitive excellence. As a
result, in 2014, Memphis
Football recorded the highest
grade point average in program
history. The Tigers went 10-3
and won the inaugural Miami
Beach Bowl.

Memphis is currently riding a
13-game winning streak dating
back to the final seven games of
the 2014 season.

The Tigers head into Friday
night’s game at Tulsa ranked No.
18 in the AP Top 25 Poll and No.
17 in the Amway Coaches Poll.
Kickoff of Friday’s game is set
for 7 p.m. and will be broadcast
on ESPN. 
The Doll Trophy – along with

the Dodd Trophy Coach of the

Week Award – celebrates the
head coach of a team who
enjoys success on the gridiron,
while also stressing the impor-
tance of scholarship, leadership
and integrity.

The winner of the 2015 Dodd
Trophy will be announced in
Atlanta during Chick-fil-A
Peach Bowl Week. A panel con-
sisting of all previous winners,
national media, a member of the
Dodd family and a College
Football Hall of Fame member
will identify the final list of
potential recipients at the con-
clusion of the 2015 season.

Lynch earned the TSWA
Offensive Player of the Week
award for a second time in 2015.
He also earned the honor follow-

ing the Tigers’ other victory over
a Power Five Conference oppo-
nent, Kansas, last month.
Lynch passed for 384 yards and

three touchdowns in the Tigers’
win over Ole Miss. The victory
was Memphis’ first over a
nationally-ranked opponent
since 1996. The Deltona, Fla.,
native set new career standards
for completions and passing
attempts with a 39-for-53 per-
formance. The game marked
Lynch’s fifth straight 300-yard
passing game and the ninth of
his career. With three touchdown
passes in the game, the junior
moved to second in all-time
touchdown passes at Memphis
with 44.

Sports alliance to RISE against
racism ... from sports page 3
cially issues related to race,
racism and race relations. The
organization will also measure
impact by conducting bench-
mark studies and research on
perception, attitudes and public
discourse on race relations
through sports.
"As the sport of Jackie Robinson
and other pioneers who followed
in his footsteps, we must contin-
ue to build upon our progress
with mutual respect and under-
standing through initiatives like
RISE," commissioner of base-
ball Rob Manfred said. "It is
incumbent upon all of us – own-
ers, players, managers, execu-
tives and the game's loyal fans –
to work together to promote jus-
tice, equality and a positive
example. We strongly believe
that the power of sports can help
advance this vital goal."
Adam Silver, NBA commission-
er, said, "The NBA is proud to
work with RISE and the entire
sports community on this criti-
cally important issue."
NFL commissioner Roger
Goodell said, "We want to use
our shared passion for sport to
champion equality and respect
for all."
NHL commissioner Gary
Bettman said, "Sports is for
everyone – there is no room for
bias or hatred. We are proud to
stand with RISE in its efforts to
support inclusiveness and diver-
sity."
"We are proud to support RISE
in its efforts to tackle racism,"
said MLS commissioner Don
Garber. "Our support of RISE
will be an extension of the
League's Don't Cross the Line
initiative, which aims to elimi-
nate bias, prejudice and harass-
ment in all aspects of sport. This
collective and collaborative
approach is paramount in mak-
ing a lasting impact."

RISE has garnered unprece-
dented support across the sports
community – including major
sports leagues and associations,
teams, individual athletes, edu-
cators and media networks such

as CBS Sports, NBC Sports
Group and Turner Sports.
Participating members have
committed to combining their
collective resources, reach and
influence to promote under-
standing, respect and equality in
sports and beyond.
"RISE represents an extraordi-
nary union across the sports
world," said Donald Sun, AVP
managing partner. "No matter
what sport you represent, we all
believe in standing up for equal-
ity, respect and understanding."
"The world of sports has made
tremendous strides in the areas
of diversity and inclusion, but
we all understand that a lot more
needs to be done," said PGA of
America CEO Pete Bevacqua.
"Through RISE, we stand
together as drivers for change,
not just in sports, but society as
well."
"Athletes, coaches and sports
professionals are in a unique
position to make an impact on
the next generation," said Max
Siegel, CEO of USATF. "We are
thrilled to join RISE on this
journey to create social change
by advancing race relations."
"Changing the dialogue and
behaviors around race and
equality in sports starts with
removing barriers and creating
opportunities," said Katrina
Adams, USTA chairman of the
board, president and CEO. "We
celebrate the notion that anyone
from any background should be
able to play and compete, and
we commend RISE for driving
awareness to this important fac-
tor."
RISE is also working with edu-

cators and experts on race rela-
tions to help guide the discus-
sion and ensure the campaign's
efforts adequately address racial
concerns through the lens of
sport.
"There is still a huge need for a
push towards inclusion, respect
and equality in sports," said
Kenneth L. Shropshire, the

Please see sports page 5

See the 2015 BMI R&B Hip Hop Awards on 
The Mid-South Tribune and the 

Black Information Highway
on

www.blackinformationhighway.com
Welcome, Travelers!


