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Oprah takes a walk down mem-
ory lane with her longtime hair-
stylist Andre Walker, and cele-
brates 30 years of hair dos and
don’ts. More celebrity updates
with Christian pop music queen

TV ALERT! Mike Ditka, Master P and Amy
Grant  in updates on OWN on October 10

Amy Grant, legendary coach
Coach Mike Ditka and music
mogul Master P.
The special airs Oct. 10, 9 p.m.

(CST). Check local cable for
channel designation.

COMING!
Watch for BMI HIP Hop

Awards on The Mid-South
Tribune and the Black
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www.
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MEMPHIS, TN - University of
Memphis sophomore punter
Nick Jacobs has been named the
American Athletic Conference’s
Special Teams Player of the
Week for his performance in the
Tigers’ 24-17 win over USF last
week.

Jacobs became the second
Memphis punter in as many
weeks to be named The
American’s Special Teams
Player of the Week. Last week
Spencer Smith averaged 52.7
yards on six punts as the Tigers
defeated Cincinnati 53-46.

Memphis is now 5-0 and has
won an unprecedented 12 games
dating back to the 2014 season.

Nick Jacobs  is named
American Player of the
Week back-to-back

Against USF last Friday night,
Jacobs pinned the Bulls inside
their own 20-yard line with all
six of his punts. Jacobs averaged
36 yards on his career-high six
punts. Three were downed on
fair catches inside the 10.

The Bulls did not have an
opportunity return a punt during
the game. Their average starting
field position after Jacobs’ punts
was the USF 9-yard line.

Memphis is in an open week
and returns to action a week
from Saturday, playing host to
Ole Miss on Oct. 17. Kickoff
time and network television has
yet to be determined for the
game.

Tennessee Titans to take
horns off Buffalo Bills

without a road contest. In the 56-
year history of the organization,
that has happened only three
previous times: 1960, 1964 and
1967. 

TITANS LOOK TO
BOUNCE BACK FOLLOW-

ING EARLY BYE 
Before their bye, the Titans

played their home opener
against the Indianapolis Colts,
which also was the Titans’ first
of four consecutive home
games. The Titans erased an
early 14-0 deficit to take a 27-14
lead in the second half, but the
Colts posted 21 points in the
fourth quarter to escape Nissan
Stadium with a 35-33 victory. 
Rookie quarterback Marcus
Mariota led the Titans on a late
two-minute drive that came
close to pushing the game to
overtime after fullback Jalston
Fowler scored on a one-yard
touchdown run. However, need-
ing a two-point conversion to tie
the score, Fowler got the hand-

off again but was denied by the
Colts on the attempt. 
Mariota was 27-of-44 passing
with two touchdowns and two
interceptions in the contest. His
367 passing yards set a new
franchise single-game record for
a rookie, breaking Zach
Mettenberger’s mark last season
of 345 passing yards at
Philadelphia (Nov. 23). 

The beginning to Mariota’s
career is among the best in NFL
history among quarterbacks. His
season totals include 833 yards,
eight touchdowns and two inter-
ceptions on 61-of-97 passing.
He tied former Redskins quar-
terback Mark Rypien (1988) for
the most touchdown passes in
NFL history through the first
three games of a career. Also,
with a passer rating of 109.2,
Mariota owns the eighth best
passer rating in NFL history in a
player’s first three starts and the
highest since Chad Pennington’s
first three starts in 2002.  

NASHVILLE, TN — The
Tennessee Titans (1-2) return
from their bye this week to host
the Buffalo Bills (2-2). Kickoff
at Nissan Stadium (capacity
69,143) is scheduled for noon
CDT on Sunday, Oct. 11. 
This week’s game will be tele-

vised regionally on CBS, includ-
ing Nashville affiliate WTVF
NewsChannel 5. Andrew
Catalon will handle play-by-
play duties alongside analysts
Steve Tasker and Steve
Beuerlein. 

(The game will air on CBS
Memphis affiliate WREG
Channel 3.)

The Titans Radio Network,
including Nashville flagship
104.5 The Zone, will carry the
game across the Mid-South with
the “Voice of the Titans” Mike
Keith, analyst Frank Wycheck,
gameday host Rhett Bryan and
sideline reporter Jonathan
Hutton. 
This week marks the second
contest for the Titans in a rare
span that includes four home
games and a bye. They were last
on the road at Cleveland on
Sept. 20, and the next away
game they will play is Nov. 1 at
Houston, giving them five
weeks during the regular season

Grizzlies sign Alex Stepheson
Memphis, Tenn. – The Memphis
Grizzlies today announced the
team has signed free agent for-
ward/center Alex Stepheson. Per
team policy, terms of the deal
are not disclosed.

Stepheson (6-10, 270) has
played professionally in Greece,
Slovenia and Turkey since fin-
ishing his collegiate career at the
University of Southern
California. The 28-year-old

averaged 12.3 points and a
league-leading 9.2 rebounds in
26.8 minutes while shooting
56.3 percent from the field, in 29
games (21 starts) last season for
Istanbul Buyuksehir Belediyesi.

Unselected in the 2011 NBA
Draft, the Los Angeles native
also made three appearances for
the Dallas Mavericks during the
2015 NBA Summer League in
Las Vegas. 


