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Sylvester Croom is in his fourth
season with the Titans as run-
ning backs coach and 25th as an
NFL coach. He is no stranger to
working with elite talent, coach-
ing a who’s who of running
backs in his time in the NFL,
including Maurice Jones-Drew,
Steven Jackson, Ahman Green,
Barry Sanders, Eric Dickerson,
Chris Johnson and now
DeMarco Murray and Derrick
Henry. In each of the last two
seasons, the Titans worked with
a running back by committee
approach. Each player had their
own role and as group last year

Chip and Johanna
to deliver 1st book
from sports page 1
and Joanna Gaines, affectionate-
ly referred to as the "first couple
of home improvement."  

From their courtship and their
first collaborations to their early
successes and the big building
project that almost cost them
everything, The Magnolia Story
will detail how Chip and
Joanna's relationship has
remained the constant through it
all. 
Fans of the show will come to

know previously undisclosed
details about this dynamic duo
and the driving factors that led
them to build a multi-faceted,
nationally recognized brand now
known by devotees all over the
country via outlets like
Magnolia Market, Magnolia
Homes and the popular "Fixer
Upper" show. 
"I knew when I married Chip in

2003 that this life would be an
adventure," said Joanna Gaines.
"Through all the ups and downs
I never would have imagined
we'd land here. What I do know
is that I couldn't have asked for a
better partner to share it with."
"Without even trying to do so,
Chip and Joanna Gaines have
become extremely popular
based on the proven formula of
authenticity, humility, and per-

sonality," said Matt Baugher,
Senior Vice President and
Publisher of W Publishing
Group. "Their story is as inspir-
ing as it is entertaining and we
are honored to publish their first
two books." 
Thomas Nelson, a division of

HarperCollins, is a world-lead-
ing provider of inspirational
content and has been providing
readers with quality life-chang-
ing product for more than 200
years. The publishing group pro-
vides multiple formats of award-
winning  Bibles, books, gift
books, cookbooks, curriculum
and digital content, with distri-
bution of its products in more
than 100 countries. Thomas
Nelson is headquartered in
Nashville, TN. 
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Titans profile: Sylvester Croom

Sylvester Croom

they totaled 1,170 rushing yards
and 72 receptions. Last year’s
group included Antonio
Andrews, Bishop Sankey, David
Cobb and Dexter McCluster. In
2014, as a group, they rushed for
1,149 yards and accounted for
67 receptions. Croom joined the
Titans after spending one season
as the running back coach for
the Jacksonville Jaguars in
2012. Jones-Drew posted a 4.8-
yard average per rush in his first
six games, before missing the
remainder of the season with a

foot injury.
Croom spent three seasons

(2009-11) with the St. Louis
Rams. Steven Jackson posted
the fourth highest rushing total
in the NFL over that three year
period, as he gained 3,802 yards
and earned two Pro Bowl selec-
tions (2009 and 2010).

Prior to joining the Rams,
Croom was the head coach at
Mississippi State from 2004-08.
He became the first African-
American head football coach
in SEC history. The high point
of his tenure with the Bulldogs
was the 2007 season, as the
Bulldogs posted an 8-5 record
and a Liberty Bowl victory. He
earned SEC Coach of the Year
honors by the Associated Press
for his work in 2007. His overall
record at Mississippi State was
21-38.
Before taking over Mississippi

State, he was the running backs
coach for the Green Bay Packers
from 2001-03. Under Croom’s
guidance, Ahman Green posted
three consecutive 1,200-yard
seasons, including a team record
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