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Shipp and 35th Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo... from sports page 3 
ural or man-made and to see
what kind of marine life is pres-
ent.

"When we put the camera
down, it's amazing," he said.
"We have never had a single one
of those spots that wasn't just
loaded with snapper."
Thanks to a change in the feder-
al red snapper season, which
runs each Friday, Saturday and
Sunday through and including
Labor Day, there will be tons of
big red snapper brought to the
rodeo weigh station. Don't forget
to report your catch on Snapper
Check.

The rodeo kicks off this
Saturday, the 15th, with the Roy
Martin Young Anglers
Tournament, which sees about
2,000 youngsters head out to
catch any number of fish
species. The Roy Martin event is
open to all young anglers 15 and
under. And the kids will compete
in several species not available
during the ADSFR, including
sea robins, croakers, hardhead
catfish, spadefish, oysterfish,
pinfish and whiting.
For the big rodeo, those anglers

who wish to participate in the
jackpot events will have to make
captain's meetings at one of two
venues, Orange Beach and
Dauphin Island. The meetings

for the Raymarine Big Game
Jackpot, the Jesco King
Mackerel Jackpot and the
ADSFR Catch & Release Shark
Category will be held at J&M
Tackle in Orange Beach and the
rodeo site at Dauphin Island.
The Catch & Release Shark
meeting is set for Thursday, July
20 at 5 p.m. at J&M Tackle in
Orange Beach and the ADSFR
site on Dauphin Island for a
mandatory sign-out. The King
Mackerel Jackpot sign-out will
be Thursday at 6 p.m. at J&M
and Dauphin Island, while the
Big Game Jackpot will hold its
meeting also at 6 p.m. at the two
locations. If the participant or
representative is unable to attend
the captain's meeting, a boat rep-
resentative has until 5 a.m.
Friday, July 21 to complete the
mandatory sign-out at the
ADSFR site for the Big Game
Jackpot, King Mackerel Jackpot,
ADSFR Catch and Release
Shark Category and optional
cash prize divisions.
Anglers in the big rodeo will

compete in 30 categories, 15
inshore and 15 offshore. There is
also a Speckled Trout Jackpot.
The speckled trout anglers will
fish in two divisions – motorized
and non-motorized.
The Live Weigh-In competition

for speckled trout and redfish

will return at the Dauphin Island
site. The Live Weigh-In has been
a popular addition to the rodeo
and numerous trout and redfish
have successfully been meas-
ured and released to the wild.
The rodeo will continue the spe-
cial prize category started last
year for lionfish. Rodeo anglers
are urged to bring as many of the
invasive species to the weigh
dock as possible. Lionfish,
which threatens the Gulf Coast
ecosystem because it has almost
no natural predators, is the
rodeo's exclusive spear-fishing
category, and the winner will be
decided by the number of fish
brought to the weigh station.
Rodeo tickets are available at

the usual outlets as well as
online at www.adsfr.com.

After the rodeo is finished,
Shipp will return to another
familiar role – Alabama repre-
sentative on the Gulf of Mexico

Fishery Management Council.
Shipp was appointed to a third
term on the Council. Shipp
knows the Council's top agenda

item is obviously red snapper.
"I think there is going to be a lot
of effort to turn red snapper
management over to the states,"
he said. "I know most of the leg-
islative people along the five
Gulf states are tired of trying to
fight these silly regulations that
we have in place now.
"If the Council can't come up

with something better than they
have now, I think states will

Homeless entrepreneur and the
Fishing Caddy ... from sports page 3

neurs square off in front of a live
audience. They try to convince
the audience, who are the final
judges of who wins the money,
that their invention is the one
that should be picked. Pippins
competed on the July 16, 2017
show and was voted the winner,
where he was awarded the grand
prize of $20,000 seed money to

help further launch his product.
The Fishing Caddy is all made
in  America, comes with a 60-
day money back guarantee, and
a two-year warranty. The all-in-
one caddy makes it easy for

Forget excuses. It’s easy to
come up with excuses for
why you shouldn’t or can’t
get things done. But if it mat-
ters to you and you want to
succeed at it, you will find a
way, rather than an excuse.
Excuses are nothing more
than us holding ourselves
back before the public has
even seen what we have to
offer.

anglers to go fishing. The caddy
comes in camo or blue ice
designs with the option to have a
padded seat top or a tackle box
lid. Prices range from $69.95 to
$129, depending on the desired
features. Billed as the world’s
first all-in-one fishing system, it
has been designed to help make
fishing more enjoyable and give
people more time to fish, rather
than track down and organize
their tackle and supplies. The
Fishing Caddy is available
online at Amazon, Etsy, and at
the company website:
https://thefishingcaddy.com.

The Fishing Caddy is the
world’s first all-in-one fishing
system. Created by Joe Pippins,
the caddy offers anglers an easy
and simplified way to head out
fishing. Features on the caddy
include two rod holders, a cup
holder, live well for storing fish,
tackle box, and a padded seat
option. The Fishing Caddy is
made in the USA and comes
with a two year warranty. For
more information, visit the site
at: https://thefishingcaddy.com.
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"I think there is going to be a lot
of effort to turn red snapper
management over to the states,"
he said., "I know most of the
legislative people along the five
Gulf states are tired of trying to
fight these silly regulations that
we have in place now...”

eventually take it over. I think
there's also a lot of disagreement
about the state of amberjack and
triggerfish, but those are not
nearly as serious as the snapper
situation."
Shipp said it's hard to resolve

what the NOAA Fisheries com-
puter models indicate and what
anglers and even the research
trips show about the red snapper
population.
"Because of the artificial reef

efforts, not just Alabama but the
other states as well, we have cre-
ated a tremendous amount of
snapper habitat that did not exist
before," he said. "The popula-
tion has expanded increasingly
rapidly. The problem is the way
the feds view the population.
They need a ratio of ages. They
want so many 4-5-6-year-olds.
With the population expanding


