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Grizzlies’ season ends after loss to
Warriors; Still future seems bright MEMPHIS,TN – Memphis

Grizzlies guard Tony Allen has
been named to the NBA All-
Defensive First Team for the
2014-15 season, the NBA
announced recently. This marks
the fourth career All-Defensive
selection for Allen, who previ-
ously received First Team hon-
ors in 2012-13 and 2011-12 and
a Second Team nod in 2010-11.

Allen (6-4, 213) averaged 8.6
points, 4.4 rebounds, 1.4 assists
and 2.05 steals in 26.2 minutes
in 63 games (41 starts) for
Memphis this season. The 33-
year-old led the NBA in steals
per 48 minutes (3.8), steal per-
centage (4.1) and defensive rat-
ing (94.9 points allowed per 100
possessions) among players with
a minimum of 1,500 total min-
utes played. The Grizzlies’
defensive rating was 8.7 points
better with Allen on the floor
(94.9) than with him off the
floor (103.6). In addition, Allen
ranked third in the league in
steals per game, setting a new
career high and leading the team
in the category.

According to SportVU data,
Allen held offensive players he
defended to 6.9 percentage
points lower than their overall
average field goal shooting per-
centage.

As a team, Memphis ranked
second in the NBA in points
allowed per game (95.1), trailing
only Utah (94.9), and finished
fourth in the league in defensive
rating (99.9) behind only
Golden State (98.2), Milwaukee
(99.3) and San Antonio (99.6).
Memphis held 55 opponents
under 100 points this season, the
most in the NBA, and went 44-
11 in those contests.

Allen has been recognized on
the NBA All-Defensive Teams
four times in his five seasons
with the Grizzlies.
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MEMPHIS, TN- The Memphis
Grizzlies’ hopes to reach the
2015 NBA finals were dashed
on May 15 at FedEx Forum with
a 108-95 loss to the Golden State
Warriors. The loss ended the
season and the series for the
Grizzlies as the Warriors
advanced 4 games to 2.
The Grizzlies’ last game did not
begin well for the Grizzlies as
they were outscored 9-1 as soon
as it started. They trailed at the

end of the first quarter by a score
of 32-19. They won the second
quarter and trailed 58-49 at the
half. After holding the potent
Warriors to only 18 points in the
third quarter, the Grizzlies could
only manage 19 points them-
selves. They had a chance to cut
the lead to as little as 2 points at
the end of the quarter when Jeff
Green's 3 point attempt was
blocked and the ball was picked
up by league MVP Steph Curry.
Curry then launched a 62 foot 3
point shot that went in at the
buzzer giving the Warriors an 8
point lead which they would
never look back from.
Though the loss was disappoint-
ing, the Grizzlies gave their fans
a season to be proud of. The
team won 55 games and
advanced to the second round of
the playoffs after a 4-1 beating
of the Portland Trailblazers. Last
season, the team failed to make
it out of the first round of the
playoffs. The team also played
through critical injuries and still
managed to stay competitive
with what many think is the best
team in the league in the

Warriors. Guard Mike Conley
suffered a fracture to his face in
the Portland series and missed
the first game of the Golden
State series that the Grizzlies
lost. He came back for the sec-
ond game with a mask and in

heroic fashion scoring 22 points
as the Grizzlies handed Golden
State only their third home loss
of the season. Defensive stopper
and NBA first team all defensive
player Tony Allen  was limited
by a bad hamstring the whole
series. 
Many thought a fully healthy

Grizzlies roster could have chal-

“Many thought a fully
healthy Grizzlies roster
could have challenged for
the NBA title. The team held
the second best record in the
West behind Golden State for
most of the season. A late
season swoon caused them to
drop to the 5 spot as the play-
offs began. As a result, they
were force to play Golden
State earlier than they would
have...”

lenged for the NBA title. The
team held the second best record
in the West behind Golden State
for most of the season. A late
season swoon caused them to
drop to the 5 spot as the playoffs
began. As a result, they were
force to play Golden State earli-
er than they would have. Had
they held on to the 2 spot, they
likely would have met in the
conference final at a time when
they could have been much
healthier.

Still, the Grizzlies' future seems
bright. They will remain a top
tier team as long as they keep
their core together. That means
that the first priority will be to
resign center Marc Gasol who is
a free agent and can sign with
anyone. The good news for
Grizzlies fans is that no one can
pay him more than the Grizzlies
under NBA rules. With Gasol,
Conley, Zack Randolph and
Allen intact, and better luck with
injuries next year, expect the
Grizzlies to be closer to the
dream of an NBA championship
for Memphis.
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