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RISE athletes to walk
across the Edmund Pettus
Bridge ... from sports page 1
U.S. Rep. John Lewis.

The pilgrimage focused on the
life and work of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and
allowed participants to explore
the places that defined King’s
legacy of nonviolence, equality
and unity. Highlights included
visits to Birmingham’s 16th
Street Baptist Church,
Birmingham Civil Rights
Institute and Montgomery’s
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church.

The trip concluded with a march
across Selma’s Edmund Pettus
Bridge, commemorating the
famous civil rights march from
Selma to Montgomery in 1965
referred to as “Bloody Sunday,”
where Lewis and other nonvio-
lent protesters were beaten by
police.

For more information about
RISE, visit
www.RISEtoWIN.org.

OPINION: ‘Nobody is telling teachers
they will be drafted into S.W.A.T.’

By Allan Tarvid
OutdoorWriter/Photographer

From the Shootingwire.com 

SEQUIM, WA - Florida’s state
Senate has passed Senate Bill
7026 (the “Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School Public
Safety Act”),  a new piece of
legislation that’s designed to
raise the state’s minimum age
for buying a gun to 21, require a
three-day waiting period for
most gun purchases and ban the
sale of “bump stocks.”
The bill, passed by the slimmest
of margins (20-18) has moved
on to the House, where it was
given a second reading yester-
day. It’s expected that a third and
final reading will be given
sometime today (March 6).

If that happens, there will be a
vote today in the House as well. 
What’s the rush? Florida’s leg-
islative session ends this Friday,
so anti-gun groups are trying to
force the bill to Governor Rick
Scott’s desk in this session. If
SB7026 passes the House vote,
Scott then has 15 days to either
sign or veto the bill. If he does
nothing, it becomes law without
his signature. 
The bill also includes an appro-

priation of $400,000,000 for
establishment of, you guessed it,
more governmental oversight,
including the “Office of Safe
Schools” in the state’s
Department of Education.
We’ll keep you posted on the
bill’s progress.
And it’s not often I get a reader
response that makes me smile,

think and agree with the sender.
When I do, it’s always been my
policy to share their insight.
Today...a reader response that
encouraged me to push the argu-
ment for armed teachers ahead. 
But it’s stated so well, that we’re
letting Allan Tarvid tell you him-
self.
“Nobody is telling teachers they
will be drafted into SWAT
school--everybody knows there
are some who couldn't and
therefore shouldn't carry guns.
What we are trying to do is
allow them to be more than
organic speed bumps when their
children come under attack.
Right now the bravest of them
are forced to lay down their lives
while accomplishing nothing

more then reducing a lunatic's
ammunition supply by a couple
of rounds and taking up two or
three seconds of his killing time.
The murderer then steps over the
teacher's body and continues on
as if the teacher had never been
there. Throwing my life away
for nothing would be absolutely
unacceptable to me as a teacher
and I would not work under
those conditions. I would be
demonstrating, parading, writing
letters, throwing tantrums, and
everything else I could think of
in hopes of gaining the chance to
shield my students in a meaning-
ful way. My goal would be noth-
ing short of doing everything in
my power to harden my class-
room and ensure it would be the
last one the creature entered.
Once a mass murderer is stand-
ing in front of you, having the
ability to stop him quickly is all
that matters. How he got in,
where he acquired his gun,
whether he is crazy or just plain
evil are suddenly all irrelevant
points. Study after study reveals
that every minute (sometimes
every second) he is not stopped
more people die. Waiting
through the police response time
means more people die, even
where law enforcement agencies
actually practice feces consoli-
dation.

This "time thing" cannot be
taken too seriously. Talking
heads on the "news" and their
column-writing counterparts
mistakenly refer to law enforce-
ment officers as first responders.
I was similarly misrepresented

during my career as a fireman
for the City of Dallas, Texas. We
practically begged the people we
served to have family meetings
about fire safety and hold home
fire drills even though our aver-
age response time back then was
three minutes. I/we wanted
every member of the family to
know how to escape the danger
in the house immediately
because in more than 90 percent
of the house fires I saw, what
people did between dialing 911
and the arrival of help had more
to do with who lived and who
died than anything that hap-
pened after we got there. You are
actually your own first respon-
der during the most critical sec-
onds of a life-threatening emer-
gency.
You see where I'm going with

this... It's exactly the same in an
active mass-murderer situation.
If this happens at home, self
defense professionals tell you to
barricade your family behind
solid cover in a room and have a
gun covering the door while
somebody talks to the police on
a cellphone. Why not do the
same if it happens at school?

Our chief politicians, billion-
aires, anti-gun Hollywood
celebrities, and even money
being transported in trucks are
all protected by people with
guns. Aren't kids just as impor-
tant? What's wrong with these
people? Why do they demand
that we keep the kids at such
risk?
Rant off.

N.Y., N.Y. - Franchise and tran-
sition player designations were
announced recently for the 2018
NFL free agency signing period,
which begins at 4:00 p.m. ET on
March 14.  

A club can designate one “fran-
chise” player or one “transition”
player among its veteran free
agents.     
The salary offer by a player’s

club determines whether the
franchise player designation is
exclusive or non-exclusive.  
An “exclusive” franchise player
– not free to sign with another
club – is offered the greater of (i)
the average of the top five
salaries at the player's position
for the current year as of the end
of the restricted free agent sign-
ing period on April 20; or (ii) the
amount of the required tender
for a “non-exclusive” franchise
player, as explained below. 
Article 10, Section 2(a)(i) of the

CBA sets forth the methodology,
known as the “Cap Percentage
Average,” for calculating the
required tender for such a play-
er: 

The Nonexclusive Franchise
Tender shall be a one year NFL
Player Contract for (A) the aver-
age of the five largest Prior Year
Salaries for players at the posi-
tion . . . at which the Franchise
Player participated in the most
plays during the prior League
Year, which average shall be cal-
culated by: (1) summing the
amounts of the Franchise Tags
for players at that position for
the five preceding League Years;

“Nobody is telling teach-
ers they will be drafted
into SWAT school--every-
body knows there are some
who couldn't and therefore
shouldn't carry guns.
What we are trying to do is
allow them to be more
than organic speed bumps
when their children come
under attack. Right now
the bravest of them are
forced to lay down their
lives while accomplishing
nothing more then reduc-
ing a lunatic’s ammunition
supply by a couple of
rounds and taking up two
or three seconds of his
killing time. 

NFL announces franchise and
transition players for 2018
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