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By David A. Brown
from

thefishingwire.com

"You gotta have a dream, if you
don't have a dream, how you
gonna have a dream come true?"

LIVETARGET's selection of
medium-diving crankbais and
lipless rattlebaits, thrown on St.
Croix Legend Glass rods, are
effective pairings before a cold
front.

That memorable tune from
South Pacific finds Tonkinese
mother Bloody Mary counseling
Lieutenant Joe Cable on the pur-
suit of true happiness with her
daughter Liat. But you have to
wonder how the lyrics might've
varied had the scene taken place
around some western hemi-
sphere bass factory like Lake
Ouachita, Guntersville or Toledo
Bend, instead of overlooking
Bali Ha'i.

Maybe something like:

"You gotta have a stump, if you
don't have a stump, how you
gonna catch a bass post-front?"

Broadway aside, there's undeni-
able logic in knowing the likely
spots where bass will seek
refuge in the harsh conditions on
the backside of a cold front.
Raymarine pro Stephen
Browning knows well this game
and, in his estimation, fishing
after a cold front is generally the
toughest scenario a bass angler
will face.
Browning confronts this daunt-

ing scenario with a well-con-
ceived game plan based on fore-
thought and strategy. But first,
let's look at how the scene
unfolds.
As a weather system approach-

es the area, winds increase, skies

NFL Pro Bowl skills showdown returns to
Disney Resort in Orlando on January 25th

Titans lose 3rd straight; Playoff berth on the line ... from sports page 1

For the second consecutive
year, Pro Bowlers from the AFC
and NFC will compete against
each other in unique competi-
tions at the PRO BOWL
SKILLS SHOWDOWN, which
airs on Thursday, January 25, at
9:00 PM ET on ESPN.
The Skills Showdown is one of

the many events occurring dur-
ing PRO BOWL WEEK, culmi-
nating with the 2018 Pro Bowl
on Sunday, January 28, at
Orlando's Camping World
Stadium. Tickets to the game,
which will kickoff at 3:00 PM
ET and be televised live on
ESPN and ESPN Deportes and
simulcast on ABC, are on sale

the ball 1-yard shy of the end
zone. After two plays with no
gains, the Titans were looking at
third and one but a defensive
holding call on the Rams gave
the Titans another first down.
The Rams’ defense stepped up

 

and sacked Mariota for a 6-yard
loss, which inevitably kept the
Titans out of the end zone and
forced them to settle for a 25-
yard field goal.   

After an 8-minute possession to
start the second quarter, the
Rams were stopped by the
Tennessee defense. Ficken
attempted a 36-yard field goal
but was unsuccessful and the
Titans took over possession on
their own 26-yard line. 

The Titans’ offense was unable
to score on the drive, but their
defense stepped up big on the
Rams’ next possession. Jurrell
Casey sacked LA’s quarterback,
Jared Goff, causing a fumble.
Wesley Woodyard recovered the
ball for Tennessee and ran to the
end zone for a 4-yard touch-
down. Ryan Succop’s extra
point gave the Titans a 10-6

lead, their first lead of the game.
The lead didn’t last long. On his
second throw of the drive, Goff
found Gurley who was able to
run the ball for an 80-yard
touchdown. Ficken’s point after

attempt was successful this time,
which gave the Rams a 13-10
lead. 

Before the end of the quarter,
Tennessee was able to get on the
board again, this time with a 37-
yard field goal from Succop,
tying the game at 13 at half time. 
Midway through the third quar-
ter, LA took the lead again with
a 3-yard touchdown from
Sammy Watkins. 

Tennessee answered rather
quickly. On a 5-play drive last-
ing only 2:17, DeMarco Murray
was able to score a 6-yard touch-
down, tying the game once
again. 

The Titans’ defense stopped the
Rams from getting a first down,
and Tennessee spent the remain-
der of the third quarter advanc-
ing into scoring territory. Unable

to convert on a first and ten, the
Titans settled for a 27-yard field
goal to start the fourth quarter. 
Los Angeles answered with a
14-yard touchdown from Kupp
and an extra point by Ficken.

This gave the Rams a 27-23
lead, which would eventually be
the final score. 

With the win, the Rams
clinched the NFC West for the

The Titans’ offense was
unable to score on the
drive, but their defense
stepped up big on the
Rams’ next possession.
Jurrell Casey sacked LA’s
quarterback, Jared Goff,
causing a fumble. Wesley
Woodyard recovered the
ball for Tennessee and ran
to the end zone for a 4-
yard touchdown. Ryan
Succop’s extra point gave
the Titans a 10-6 lead,
their first lead of the
game.

By Ashley Braun Gendek,
Sports Correspondent
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With the win, the Rams
clinched the NFC West for
the first time since 2003
and the Titans face a must-
win season finale game
against the Jaguars who
clinched the AFC South
after the Titans loss to the
Rams. Tennessee can
clinch a wildcard spot
with a win over
Jacksonville.

See related story on
sports page 1

first time since 2003 and the
Titans face a must-win season
finale game against the Jaguars
who clinched the AFC South
after the Titans loss to the Rams.

Tennessee can clinch a wildcard
spot with a win over
Jacksonville. Other possible sce-
narios include a tie on Sunday
followed by either a Buffalo loss
or tie, or a LA Chargers loss or
tie. 

The Titans can also advance if
both the Bills and Chargers lose
their final games. The New
Year’s Eve matchup between
Tennessee and Jacksonville has
been moved to 3:25 pm CT.   

now at ProBowl.com.
“We received tremendous feed-
back from our fans and players
about last year’s Skills
Showdown, which became one
of our most popular Pro Bowl
Week events,” said PETER
O’REILLY, NFL Senior Vice
President of Events. “With new
competitions and special sur-
prises this year, we are raising
the bar even higher for both
teams and are excited to see
which conference ends up victo-
rious.” 
The 2018 Pro Bowl Legends

Captains, JASON TAYLOR and
LADAINIAN TOMLINSON of
the AFC and DERRICK

BROOKS and WARRICK
DUNN of the NFC, will lead
their respective squads. Each
Skills Showdown team will fea-
ture a mix of quarterbacks, run-
ning backs, wide receivers, tight
ends, linemen, linebackers,
defensive backs and kickers. 
Taking place at ESPN’s Wide

World of Sports at Walt Disney
Resort in Orlando, the Skills
Showdown will be produced by
A. Smith & Co. Productions,
producers of shows such as
American Ninja Warrior and
Hell’s Kitchen.      

Competitions at the Skills
Showdown include:
Epic Pro Bowl Dodgeball: Pro

Bowlers will compete in a game
of dodgeball, with every mem-
ber of each team participating.
The team with the last person on
the court wins. 
Kick Tac Toe: A new challenge
that tests the accuracy of place-
kickers from both conferences
with a version of the classic
game, as they attempt to hit a
3x3 grid of targets inside the
uprights. 
Gridiron Gauntlet: Five play-
ers from each team will partici-
pate in a relay race designed to
showcase strength, speed, and
agility. Among other surprises,
the challenge will include a 40-
yard dash with an inflated para-

chute that is attached to the first
player on each team who will
sprint before tagging in team-
mates. 
Best Hands: Four receivers –
two from each conference – will
catch a series of passes at a
sequence of downfield targets as
quickly as possible. Designated
targets require a specific style of
catch – diving, one-handed, over
the shoulder, etc. – which must
be executed before the receiver
can move on to the next target. 
Precision Passing: Each confer-

ence’s quarterbacks will battle it
out in an accuracy competition,
as they attempt to hit targets of
varying size and distance.  

Drone Drop: A bonus event
during which one player from
each team will attempt to catch
footballs dropped from drones
from increasing heights above
the field. The player who makes
the highest catch wins money
for the charity of his choice. 
Fans are encouraged to join the

conversation surrounding the
Pro Bowl Skills Showdown on
social media using the hashtag
#ProBowlSkills. 

For additional information or to
find out more about week-of fes-
tivities, fans are encouraged to
visit ProBowl.com.

Early scouting prepares bass anglers for cold front fallout
turn cloudy, rain becomes more
likely and the falling barometer
spurs intense feeding. As the
front moves through, the action
continues and fish act like they
want to eat the motor off the
transom.

LIVETARGET HFC Crawfish
Then the front passes and things
get weird. Wind goes flat, tem-
perature drops, high pressure
pushes every streak of cloud
from the sky and the dreaded
"bluebird" conditions can have
you wondering if someone stole
all the fish overnight.
Actually, the fish didn't go any-
where; they've just tucked in
close to the nearest cover.
Remember, the only way bass
can shield their eyes from
intense post-front sunlight is to
utilize shadows. Similarly, the
solid cover they seek radiates
absorbed heat — a biggie for
shivering fish.
(For clarity, some bass winter

on deep offshore spots, but, as
Browning notes, a good number
remain in mid-depth ranges and
even push surprisingly shallow
to feed.)

KNOW WHERE TO GO

Browning's adept at locating
bass when starting from scratch,
but he also knows that bites can
be hard to coax in post-frontal
conditions, so less time looking
means more time earning those
bites. Therefore, he likes to
attack these tough times with a
hit list.
Stephen Browning's Raymarine

AXIOM PRO 12 reveals a large
pile of brush and laydowns.
RealVision 3D technology
depicts the cover in red, fish
holding tight to the cover in
blue, green, orange, and yellow
spheres. Browning says
RealVision 3D is especially
helpful in revealing not only
where the fish are in relation to
the cover—but how deep in the
water column. Also note that

Browning's placed waypoints at
the beginning and end of the
brush pile for precision casting.
"What really helps me more than
anything for post-front fishing is
relying on my Raymarine
DownVision, SideVision and
RealVision 3D sonar to identify-
ing isolated pieces of cover,"
Browning said. "That may be a
stump, the tip of a laydown, a
small brush pile, different size
rock and subsurface transition
areas. All those things are where
I start looking to target where
those fish should move to.

"The cold front is going to put
those fish directly onto those tar-
gets. I think that is the key —
identifying the target and mak-
ing presentations to that specific
target. If you have stable weath-
er, you can catch them in a lot of
different places this time of year,
but once that cold front hits, I
think there going to jump in
there beside that stump; they're
going hang out in that little clus-
ter of rocks; they're going to
bury up in that tree top. That's
where your electronics can real-
ly save the day."

WHAT TO THROW
When the front is approaching

or passing, Browning gets much
of his work done with Live
Target mid-range crankbaits, or
the Golden Shiner lipless
crankbait. Remember, this is the
period when bass have the feed
bag on, so covering water with
reaction baits is the way to go.
Spinnerbaits and Z-Man
ChatterBaits also fit this plan.

Now, when the front passes
and the fish put on their pouty
face, Browning says it's time to
slow down, refer to the way-

points he's marked on his
Raymarine Axiom and turn to
the targeted presentation plan.

"On these days, I'm throwing
two different baits: I'm throwing
a 1/2- to 3/4-ounce Jewel foot-
ball jig and I'm throwing a ball
head shaky head jig with a 4- to
7-inch finesse worm," Browning
said. "I would rather catch a fish
on a football jig because I feel
that fish is going to be a little
better quality.
"But if I really think I'm around

fish, but they're not taking the
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Browning's adept at locating
bass when starting from
scratch, but he also knows
that bites can be hard to coax
in post-frontal conditions, so
less time looking means more
time earning those bites.
Therefore, he likes to attack
these tough times with a hit
list.

Have a Happy New Year! We wish the Tennessee Titans the thrill of victory!


