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‘Tis the season of giving! If
you are a parent, you might be
getting the full-court press from
your kids to give them a puppy
for the holidays. TurfMutt – a
former rescue dog who lived on
the streets before being saved by
OPEI President & CEO Kris
Kiser – is all about pet adoption.
But he says parents need to ask
themselves some important
questions before adding a furry
friend to their family.

Are you in it for the long-
haul? Cute little puppies grow
into bigger dogs that sometimes
shed, slobber and have accidents
in the house. They need regular
exercise throughout their life.
Also, you’ll need to get your pet
spayed or neutered, and there are
annual vet visits, and maybe
more as they age. The rewards –
unconditional love, companion-
ship and an on-demand play-
mate for your children – are
worth it! It’s simply important to
think past the joy of the
Christmas morning surprise
when you’re considering a pet as
a gift.

Will you care for the pet and
teach your kids to participate?
If your kids are younger, you
will need to assume the respon-
sibility for caring for your puppy
until your children are old
enough to take on a larger role.
Are you prepared for this reali-
ty?

Have you considered a rescue
pet? About 3.3 million dogs
enter U.S. shelters every. Mixed
breed pups – like many of those
found in the shelter – are often
overlooked for “designer dogs.”
But mixed breeds like TurfMutt
have lots of love to give, bring
the disposition and characteris-
tics of many different types of

dogs to your family, and dimin-
ish some of the health concerns
that can be associated with pure-
breds. 

Would an adult dog be better
for your family? Puppies
require a ton of time and energy
(think potty training, chewing
and midnight bathroom breaks),
but adult dogs can be more low-
key. Adopting an older pooch
has many benefits. You know
what you’re getting in terms of

size and demeanor. Older dogs
already know how to go outside
to use the bathroom, and they’ve
passed through the annoying
chewing phase. Also, contrary to
the popular saying, you can
teach an old dog new tricks!

Do you have time over the
busy holiday season to wel-
come the dog into your home?
Holidays can be hectic, and
adding a new animal to your
family is a joyful, yet disruptive,

experience. Is your schedule free
enough to spend the time transi-
tioning your pup successfully to
your home? Especially for res-
cue dogs, it can take a little
while for them to feel comfort-
able in their new environment,
so it’s important to establish a
routine as soon as possible. Take
a hard look at your holiday
schedule and determine if it

would be better to wait until
after the fervor of the holidays
has passed to integrate a new pet
into your home.

The Outdoor Power Equipment
Institute (OPEI) is an interna-
tional trade association repre-
senting more than 100 power
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MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis
Hustle announced recently its
promotional schedule for the
month of December, featuring
multiple holiday-themed deals
and attractions and a referee fan
clinic in addition to a nationally-
renowned halftime act for the
second straight Saturday. 
Take advantage of the gift that

keeps on giving with the
Hustle’s Coca-Cola Zero Sugar
Deal. For three of the Hustle’s
five remaining December home
games on the  22nd, and 31st
fans can receive a lower level
ticket, a Coca-Cola fountain
drink and a Personal Pan
Domino’s Pizza for one low
price of $14. As a holiday gift
for Hustle fans, the deal will be
available for all games taking
place on Friday, Saturday or
Sunday for the remainder of the
season, beginning with the
Hustle’s December 22 matchup. 

After the Chicago Boyz previ-
ously took the floor at Landers
Center, Cristin Sandu will dis-
play his talents at halftime this
Saturday, December 9, when the
Hustle take on the Greensboro
Swarm at 3 p.m. Sandu has been
performing since he was eight
years old and is now a Las
Vegas-based balancing acrobat
who can perform on high wire,

NFL and Verizon announce
big partnership to distribute
mobile access live NFL games

Cheyenne Creighton named to AAC Weekly Honor Roll
MEMPHIS, TN– University of

Memphis women’s basketball
player Cheyenne Creighton has
been named to the American
Athletic Conference Weekly
Honor Roll after posting a 17-
point, 14-rebound double-dou-
ble to lead Memphis to a 64-62

Here’s your Memphis
Hustle holiday fun
promotional schedule

NEW YORK – The National
Football League and Verizon
announced today a multi-year
partnership in which Verizon’s
portfolio of premium digital and
mobile media properties, includ-
ing Yahoo Sports, will stream in-
market and national games,
including national pre-season,
regular season, playoff games,
and the Super Bowl nationwide
to sports fans – regardless of
mobile network. The partnership
kicks off in January 2018 with
streaming of the NFL playoffs
on Yahoo and Yahoo Sports, in
addition to go90 and the NFL
mobile app.

In addition to the expanded
availability of live games, the
new agreement will provide fans
mobile access to NFL high-
lights, coverage of NFL
throughout the week and year,
and a robust set of jointly-devel-
oped original content. With
Verizon and Oath’s lead in U.S.
monthly mobile millennial reach
and more than 200 million U.S.
monthly unique mobile and dig-
ital views, NFL content will
reach a massive digital audience.  
Verizon will continue to be an

Official Sponsor of the NFL and
offer unique experiences for
customers enrolled in the
Verizon Up rewards program at
key NFL events including the
Super Bowl, Pro Bowl, and the
NFL Draft. The partnership also
involves work with individual
NFL teams on Smart Stadium
technology to help improve sta-

Is a puppy a good holiday gift for your kids?
TurfMutt – a former rescue dog
who lived on the streets before
being saved by OPEI President
& CEO Kris Kiser – is all about
pet adoption. But he says par-
ents need to ask themselves
some important questions
before adding a furry friend to
their family.

dium operations.
“We’re making a commitment

to fans for Verizon’s family of
media properties to become the
mobile destination for live
sports,” said Lowell McAdam,
Chairman and CEO of Verizon
Communications. “The NFL is a
great partner for us and we are
excited to take its premier con-
tent across a massive mobile
scale so viewers can enjoy live
football and other original NFL
content where and how they
want it. We believe that partner-
ships like this are a win for fans,
but also for partners and adver-
tisers looking for a mobile-first
experience.”
“Verizon has been a key NFL

partner, both in the distribution
of games on NFL mobile and as
a sponsor, since 2010 and we’re
thrilled to be both extending and
expanding our relationship with
them,” said NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell. “Our expanded
partnership with Verizon is great
for our fans.  Starting with the
upcoming playoffs and for sea-
sons to come, live NFL action
directly on your mobile device -
regardless of carrier - will give

cylinders and spinning cubes.
He competed through the quar-
terfinals with his ‘Rolla Bolla’
act on Season 7 of America’s
Got Talent.

Fans can welcome the Hustle
home from a three-game road
trip by adorning their best holi-
day gear on Friday, December
22 when the squad takes on the
Austin Spurs at 7 p.m. Those
who arrive at Landers Center
dressed as Santa or any other
holiday-themed character will
receive a free ticket to the game.
Ring in 2018 with the Memphis

Hustle for a Sunday afternoon
matinee, before your evening
festivities, when the team takes
on the Northern Arizona Suns on
Sunday, December 31 at 1 p.m.
To celebrate the new year, up to
two kids 12-and-under will
receive free entry per paid adult.
In addition to the game, kids can
enjoy the kids zone featuring
inflatables, face painting and
more. 
Fans who want to support the

Memphis Hustle by purchasing
2017/18 Season Tickets, Half-
Season or 6-Game Flex Packs
can do so by calling (901) 888-
HOOP and pressing 6. Season
Ticket Packages start at just $8
per game and include multiple
Season Ticket  

millions of fans additional ways
to follow their favorite sport.”  
To watch the live mobile experi-
ence on Yahoo in January,
download the Yahoo Sports app
on iOS and Google Play.
Verizon Communications Inc.
(NYSE, Nasdaq: VZ), headquar-
tered in New York City, has a
diverse workforce of 160,100
and generated nearly $126 bil-
lion in 2016 revenues. Verizon
operates America’s most reliable
wireless network and the
nation’s premier all-fiber net-
work, and delivers integrated
solutions to businesses world-
wide. Its Oath subsidiary reach-
es about one billion people
around the world with a dynam-
ic house of media and technolo-
gy brands.
Yahoo Sports connects fans to

the sports and fantasy games
they love most and is the first
screen for the next generation of
sports fans worldwide, who
crave real-time personalized
quality content and superior fan
experiences every day.
Download the Yahoo Sports app
on iOS and Google Play for the
mobile home of the NFL.

“Verizon has been a key
NFL partner, both in the dis-
tribution of games on NFL
mobile and as a sponsor,
since 2010 and we’re thrilled
to be both extending and
expanding our relationship
with them,” said NFL
Commissioner Roger
Goodell. “Our expanded
partnership with Verizon is
great for our fans.  Starting
with the upcoming playoffs
and for seasons to come, live
NFL action directly on your
mobile device - regardless of
carrier - will give millions of
fans additional ways to fol-
low their favorite sport.”

victory over UAB Saturday
afternoon.
This is the second time this sea-

son and eighth time in her career
Creighton has been named to the
Weekly Honor Roll.

Creighton, along with Taylor
Barnes, led the Tigers with 17

points against UAB. The 14
rebounds were a career-high,
topping her previous mark set
against Vanderbilt last season. It
was the fifth time this year
Creighton had scored at least 17
points and eighth double-figure
game overall.

The Tigers will hit the road this
Saturday for a trip to Vanderbilt.
Tip-off against the Commodores
is set for 6 p.m. and can be heard
on the airwaves at 91.7 FM
WUMR. 

The game is also streamed on

the SECN+. 
For more information on the

Memphis women’s basketball
team, follow the Tigers on
Twitter at @MemphisWBB or
go online to
www.gotigersgo.com. 

Pro Football Hall of Famer John Randle profiled on
100th episode of ‘A Football Life’ in sitdown interview

NFL Network's Emmy-nomi-
nated series A Football Life cel-
ebrates its 100th episode on
Friday, December 15 at 8:00 PM
CT with a profile of Pro Football
Hall of Famer John Randle. The
one-hour show produced by
NFL Films features sitdown
interviews with Randle, fellow
Hall of Famers Cris Carter and
Brett Favre, former teammates
and defensive coaches, and
more. 
John Randle is a classic rags-to-
riches story, rising from abject
poverty to become the highest-
paid defensive player in history
at the time. On the field, Randle
went undrafted, yet recorded

more sacks than any other
defensive tackle ever has in the
history of the NFL. John Randle:
A Football Life examines
Randle's story of his resilience
and American dream despite
adversity.
Among the topics discussed in
John Randle: A Football Life
are: 

Randle’s struggle growing up
poor in a 20-by-20 foot shack
with no indoor plumbing 
His mother's influence on his

journey to playing college foot-
ball

Randle’s struggle making an
NFL roster at less than 250
pounds – almost 40 pounds less

than average defensive tackles –
but finally receiving the oppor-
tunity to play with the
Minnesota Vikings 

His intense style of play and
becoming one of the top defen-
sive lineman in history
His philanthropic involvement
with St. David's Center for Child
and Family Development after
his son survived a potentially
fatal infant disorder

Emmy-nominated actor Josh
Charles narrates.
John Randle: A Football Life
includes interviews with the fol-
lowing people and more:
John Randle
Candace Randle – Wife

Martha Randle – Mother 
Dennis Randle – Brother
Ervin Randle – Brother
Cris Carter – Hall of Fame
wide receiver
Brett Favre – Hall of Fame
quarterback
Tony Dungy – Former Vikings
defensive coordinator
Brian Billick – Former Vikings
offensive coordinator
Henry Thomas – Vikings team-
mate
John Teerlinck – Former
Vikings defensive line coach
Kevin Gogan – Former NFL
offensive lineman
Julie Sjordal – St. David's
Hospital CEO

Provided below are some select
quotes from John Randle: A
Football Life: 
- "A lot of people wouldn't
believe my story. If it didn't hap-
pen, you couldn't write that
script." – John Randle
- "I have definitely lived the
American dream. I am living it –
not just lived it. I am living it
now. In this country, you can
make it. You can make some-
thing out of yourself." – John
Randle
- "Everybody called him 'Little
Muscle,' wasn't a very big guy.
Wherever you put him, he
showed up." – Henry Thomas
- "You just knew when the

games were really on the line
and critical, John had that knack
of getting that ball when you
needed it." –Tony Dungy
- "You are a Randle. You have to
do more than what the average
person is doing. When you say
'Randle' it stands for we are
hard-working people and we
keep pushing ourselves and we
are just never going to give up.
And I keep carrying this name
and taking it to as many places
as I possibly can." – John
Randle on his mother's words
-  This season of NFL Network's
A Football Life concludes
Friday, December 22 at 9:00 PM
ET, with a profile of Hall of
Fame wide receivers Lynn
Swann and John Stallworth. 

To produce the 100 episodes
NFL Films has conducted more
than 2,000 interviews, including
sitdowns with 88 Pro Football
Hall of Famers. as well as 20
running backs,17 head coaches,
15 quarterbacks, 12 wide
receivers, five duos, one trio (the
'72 Dolphins Perfect Backfield),
and a Foursome (the Fearsome).


