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Art Rooney Sportsmanship Award
nominees... from sports page 1
ers will submit a consensus vote
of their choice for the winner. As
in Pro Bowl voting, a team can-
not vote for its own player.
The award is presented each
year to an NFL player who best
demonstrates the qualities of on-
field sportsmanship, including
fair play, respect for the game
and opponents, and integrity in
competition.

Past recipients of the Art
Rooney Sportsmanship Award
are FRANK GORE of the
Indianapolis Colts (2016),
CHARLES WOODSON of the
Oakland Raiders (2015) and
LARRY FITZGERALD of the
Arizona Cardinals (2014).
The winner selected by the vote
of the players will be announced
during the nationally televised
NFL Honors show on Saturday,
February 3 on NBC, the night
before Super Bowl LII. He will
receive a $25,000 donation from
the NFL Foundation to a charity
of his choice. He will also
receive a trophy that represents
the important role that sports-
manship plays in the game and
how NFL players that demon-
strate integrity and honor on the
field serve as role models for
players at all levels.

2017 ART ROONEY
SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD

NOMINEES

NOMINEE
Arizona Cardinals
CB Patrick Peterson
Atlanta Falcons
S Ricardo Allen
Baltimore Ravens
QB Joe Flacco
Buffalo Bills
LB Lorenzo Alexander
Carolina Panthers
LB Luke Kuechly
Chicago Bears
RB Benny Cunningham
Cincinnati Bengals
DE Carlos Dunlap
Cleveland Browns
T Joe Thomas
Dallas Cowboys
C Travis Frederick
Denver Broncos
LB Von Miller
Detroit Lions
DT Haloti Ngata
Green Bay Packers
S Morgan Burnett
Houston Texans
P Shane Lechler
Indianapolis Colts
WR T.Y. Hilton
Jacksonville Jaguars
LB Paul Posluszny

Kansas City Chiefs
QB Alex Smith
Los Angeles Chargers
TE Antonio Gates
Los Angeles Rams
G Rodger Saffold
Miami Dolphins
G Jermon Bushrod
Minnesota Vikings
DE Brian Robison
New England Patriots
WR Matthew Slater
New Orleans Saints
QB Drew Brees
New York Giants
T Justin Pugh
New York Jets
QB Josh McCown
Oakland Raiders
QB Derek Carr
Philadelphia Eagles
TE Brent Celek
Pittsburgh Steelers
DE Cameron Heyward
San Francisco 49ers
T Joe Staley
Seattle Seahawks
DE Cliff Avril
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
DT Gerald McCoy

Tennessee Titans
QB Marcus Mariota
Washington Redskins
TE Vernon Davis

Wide receiver Miller named
finalist for Burlsworth Trophy

Grind City Media partners with Direct Auto
& Life Insurance to stream live on Grizzlies
digital platforms ... from sports page 1
stream with host Chris Vernon
and producer Jon Roser as they
talk all things sports, including
Grizzlies, NBA, NFL, College
Football and more on
Grizzlies.com, the Memphis
Grizzlies Facebook Page and the
Official Memphis Grizzlies
Mobile App. Plus for fans who
missed episodes and are looking
to catch-up, the show will be
available to download on-
demand via podcast at the
iTunes store or at
soundcloud.com/chrisvernon-
show.
"There's a storm coming, Mr.

Wayne. You and your friends
better batten down the hatches,
because when it hits, you're all
going to wonder how you ever
thought you could live so large
and leave so little for the rest of
us,” said host Chris Vernon. “I
am beyond pumped to partner
with Direct Auto & Life
Insurance for my upcoming live
stream show."

Each week, Direct Auto & Life
Insurance will present a special
feature during the show where
Chris Vernon will direct fans’
attention to the Grizzlies player
or national sports figure of the
week. In addition, Direct Auto &
Life Insurance will be engaging
fans at every Grizzlies home
game by providing one Terrace
Level fan and a guest a special
“Direct to the Floor” in-game
experience. One lucky winner
and a guest will have an up close

Each week, Direct Auto &
Life Insurance will present
a special feature during
the show where Chris
Vernon will direct fans’
attention to the Grizzlies
player or national sports
figure of the week. In addi-
tion, Direct Auto & Life
Insurance will be engag-
ing fans at every Grizzlies
home game by providing
one Terrace Level fan and
a guest a special “Direct
to the Floor” in-game
experience.

opportunity to watch their
favorite Grizzlies players warm-
up during halftime on the court.
Grizzlies fans will also get the
chance to participate in special
promotions and events at all 15
Direct Auto & Life Insurance
locations across the greater
Memphis area.

“Grind City Media is thrilled to
enter into a partnership with
Direct Auto & Life Insurance to
present The Chris Vernon
Show,” said Jason Wexler,
Memphis Grizzlies President of
Business Operations. “Together,
we are excited to bring live
audio and video content to all
sports fans throughout the Mid-
South directly from our newly
constructed Grind City Media
Studio right here at

FedExForum.”
Fans who want to support the

Memphis Grizzlies and purchase
2017/18 Season Tickets, 6-, 12-
and 22-Game Packs can do so
now by calling (901) 888-HOOP
or going online to grizzlies.com.
Single Game Tickets are avail-
able for purchase at the
FedExForum Box Office, all
Ticketmaster locations,
Ticketmaster.com, online at
grizzlies.com or by calling 1-
800-4NBA-TIX. For more
information on the Grizzlies,
‘like’ Memphis Grizzlies on
Facebook or follow on Twitter
(@memgrizz).

The Direct Auto & Life
Insurance operating subsidiaries
are based in Nashville, Tenn.,
and provide non-standard auto-
mobile insurance, term life
insurance and other consumer
products and services primarily
on a direct basis in the
Southeastern United States. 
The company markets and sells

products and services under the
Direct Auto & Life Insurance
brand in over 400 retail store
outlets, by phone through its call
center and via the Internet. 

For more information on Direct
Auto & Life Insurance, visit
directgeneral.com, ‘like’ Direct
Auto & Life Insurance on
Facebook or follow on Twitter
(@DirectAutoIns).

Sydney Kingston named First
Team Academic All-District;
Holds 4.0 grade-point average  
MEMPHIS, TN – University of

Memphis women’s soccer senior
defender Sydney Kingston has
been named First-Team
Academic All-District as recent-
ly announced by CoSIDA
Kingston is the first women’s
soccer player to be named to the
team since 2015. 
Kingston, a senior from Dallas,

Texas, is chemistry major at
Memphis. She has achieved a
perfect 4.0 grade-point average
her entire college career. On the
field, Kingston scored one goal
while being an integral part of a
back line that held eight oppo-
nents scoreless in 2017.
While at Memphis, Kingston is

a six-time member of the Tiger
3.0 Club and the Dean’s List. As
an elite scholar, she has also
been named to the Tiger
Academic 30, an honor reserved

for the 30 highest GPA’s among
student-athletes, every semester
as a Tiger. She has also been rec-
ognized by the American
Athletic Conference as an All-
Academic Team member in each
of her academic years.

In addition to her personal
accolades, Kingston has played
a crucial part of earning the
women’s soccer team the United
Soccer Coaches Team Academic
Award and the AAC Academic
Excellence Awards for four
straight years.
In order to be nominated for the

Academic All-America award,
student-athletes must carry a
cumulative GPA of 3.30 or bet-
ter in both undergrad and grad
schools. The student-athlete
must also participate in at least
50 percent of the team's match-
es.

In program history, Kingston
becomes the 13th women’s soc-
cer player to be recognized on a
CoSIDA Academic All-District
team. Now, the Academic All-
America Committee and the
CoSIDA Board of Directors and
Staff will evaluate all of the
First-Team Academic All-
District nominees to select the
Academic All-America Teams.
The Academic All-America
Teams will be announced on
Dec. 7.

MEMPHIS, TN – Senior wide
receiver Anthony Miller has
been named one of four finalists
for the 2017 Burlsworth Trophy
it was announced by the
Burlsworth Selection
Committee, Tuesday. The other
three finalists include two-time
Burlsworth Trophy winner
Baker Mayfield of Oklahoma,
two-time finalist Luke Falk of
Washington State and Wisconsin
tight end Troy Fumagalli. 

“Our selection committee vote
necessitated bringing in a fourth
finalist this year, and we’re
excited to honor these outstand-
ing players in Springdale, Ark.,
on December 4th,” said
Burlsworth Trophy CEO Marty
Burlsworth. 
Miller, who was named one of

10 semifinalists for the
Biletnikoff Award on Monday,
will end his career at Memphis
as the program’s all-time leading
receiver. He enters the match-up
against SMU on Saturday with
3,033 career receiving yards
with 30 receiving touchdowns,
both school records. He needs
just four more catches to
become the program’s all-time
leader in that category as well. 
So far in 2017, Miller has 67

catches for 905 yards and 11
touchdowns. He needs just 95
yards to become the first Tiger
in school history to have multi-
ple 1,000 yard receiving sea-
sons. As of now, just he and NFL
star Isaac Bruce have recorded
1,000 yard seasons. 
Miller, who did not have a writ-

ten scholarship offer after his
graduation from Christian
Brothers High School, walked
on at Memphis in 2013 and red-
shirt the season. He suffered a
shoulder injury before the 2014
season, forcing him to miss that
entire year. In 2015, Miller set
single season records for receiv-
ing yards (1,434), catches (95)
and touchdown receptions (14). 

Fans are allowed to vote for
their favorite player via the
“GREATER” Fan Vote. Voting
can be accessed at
burlsworthtrophy.com.  Fans are
limited to one vote per day, and
the voting will conclude on
November 29 at 12:00 a.m. CST.
The 4 finalists will be honored
and the winner of the 2017
Burlsworth Trophy will be
announced Dec. 4 at a banquet
in Springdale, Ark., hosted by
the Brandon Burlsworth
Foundation, in conjunction with

Springdale Rotary Club.
The trophy is named in honor of
Brandon Burlsworth. Without
one D1 scholarship offer,
Brandon walked on to the
Arkansas team in 1994, worked
his way to being a three-year
starter and was eventually
named an All-American in 1998.
Burlsworth was selected as the
63rd overall pick by the
Indianapolis Colts in the 1999
NFL draft, but was tragically
killed in a car accident 11 days
later. The Burlsworth
Foundation was created in his
memory and supports the physi-
cal and spiritual needs of chil-
dren, in particular those children
who have limited opportunities.
The Fan Vote counts as 5 per-

cent during each round of vot-
ing, and it is combined with the
results from the Selection
Committee. Fans can cast their
vote for the nation’s most out-
standing player who began his
career as a walk-on once per
day. Fan Vote totals are cleared
after each round.   
For more information about the

Burlsworth Trophy, visit
burlsworthtrophy.com.

Tigers take down Little Rock ... from sports page 2

and tied his career high with
seven field goals made. Martin’s
previous high-scoring game was
25 points in last season’s win at
Oklahoma.

Malik Rhodes scored nine
points and added a team-high
four assists. Kareem Brewton Jr.
tacked on seven points and
Jamal Johnson scored five
points.

Memphis took care of the ball
in the second half, finishing with
just one turnover after the break.
The Tigers showed improve-
ment at the free-throw line and
beyond the arc as well, shooting
16-of-23 and 8-of-18 respective-
ly.

Three Little Rock players
scored in double figures, includ-
ing Jaizec Lottie who led the

team with 12 points.

Memphis will be back in
action at FedExForum in one
week, to host New Orleans on
Tuesday, November 21 at 7 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased by
calling the ticket office at 901-
678-2331 or visiting
GoTigersGoTix.com.

In program history,
Kingston becomes the 13th
women’s soccer player to
be recognized on a
CoSIDA Academic All-
District team.
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