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24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,
WE ARE HERE.

We’re here to help you through every step of your cancer experience.
Visit www.cancer.org or call 1-800-227-2345 anytime, day or night.

The American Cancer Society can help you with everyday needs
like transportation and lodging during treatment.

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s Ashley Braun’s 
coverage of the annual Mexican National U.S. Tour Soccer Tournament. 
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Sports and social issues

“We spend all that money on
incarceration, but have little to
show for it,” says Christopher
Z o u k i s
(www.ChristopherZoukis.com),
a prison-education advocate and
author of “College for Convicts:
The Case for Higher Education
in American Prisons”
(McFarland & Co., 2014) and
“Prison Education Guide”
(Prison Legal News Publishing,
2016).
“It’s time for this money to be

put to good use by helping to
reform prisoners so they can
return to their communities as
productive, law-abiding mem-
bers of society.”
Giving inmates the opportunity
to earn college degrees can be a
hard sell, though, because the
average taxpayer is more con-
cerned with educating their own
children and grandchildren than
with educating prison inmates,
Zoukis says.
They want to see prisoners pun-
ished, not put on a track toward
a degree, but that’s short-sight-
ed, he says.
“Most of the public is unaware
that educating prisoners can
have an impact – a positive one
– on our economy and on the
safety of our communities,”
Zoukis says.
Here’s how: Prisoners who take

classes while incarcerated have
a 13 percent lower likelihood of
committing another offense and

DETOUR: See more book news on the Book lane on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information Highway at www.blackinformationhighway.com 
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ending up back behind bars,
according to a Rand Corp. study
in 2014 that reviewed years of
data. Those prisoners also are
more likely to become employed
once they are released. 
The Rand report says that for

Author from the inside tells how to put life back together
if you’re incarcerated; Advocates to continue education

every $1 spent on correctional
education, there was a $5 reduc-
tion in overall corrections
spending.

Right now, though, a high
school diploma or the GED
equivalent is as far as prisoners
can go in most prisons across the
country, says Zoukis, who is
incarcerated at the Federal
Correctional Institution
Petersburg in Virginia, a medi-
um-security facility. 
“It’s better than nothing, and
will reduce recidivism, but a
GED isn’t going to qualify
someone for anything other than
an entry-level job,” Zoukis says.
“The further we can go beyond

that, the higher the level of edu-
cation we can bring into prisons,
the greater the chances are that
an ex-prisoner will have an eco-
nomically stable life and won’t
be a repeat offender.”
Zoukis has worked on his own
college degree from Adams
State University in Colorado via
correspondence. He expects to
earn a bachelor’s degree by the
end of 2016 and hopes to have
an MBA by the time he is
released from prison in 2018.
But Zoukis has faced roadblocks
on the way to working toward a
degree, and he believes changes
need to happen to make the path
smoother for those who will fol-
low him. Among the steps
Zoukis says are necessary:
• Support from prison culture
and staff. Zoukis says he has
seen that in some cases, prison
guards and other staff members
discourage education for
inmates. “Prison education
won’t work unless we have
institutional commitment to
ensure a culture of support for
education in the state and feder-
al prison systems,” he says.
GED programs, vocational
training and access to college
courses all need to be promoted.
Prison authorities need to pro-
hibit guards and prison staff
from refusing to grant release
from work details to prisoners
enrolled in any educational or
college program, Zoukis says.

“Prison education won’t
work unless we have insti-
tutional commitment to
ensure a culture of support
for education in the state
and federal prison sys-
tems,” he says. GED pro-
grams, vocational training
and access to college
courses all need to be pro-
moted. 

Book News

MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis
Grizzlies are ready to celebrate
the start of the team’s 2016-17
season with the 15th Annual
Tip-Off Luncheon co-presented
by ServiceMaster and Mercury
Printing at 11:30 a.m. on
Monday, Oct. 24 at
FedExForum. A registration
form is attached.

Grizzlies fans in attendance
will have the chance to welcome
back Marc Gasol, Mike Conley
andZach Randolph along with
new faces such as Chandler
Parsons and new head coach
David Fizdaleand talk with them
about the upcoming season.
Fans also will have the opportu-
nity to hear an insider’s perspec-
tive on the upcoming season
from Grizzlies General Manager
Chris Wallace and President of
Business Operations Jason
Wexler.

Luncheon attendees will have
the chance to take part in the
silent and live auctions held
throughout the event featuring
unique memorabilia and one-of-

• Eligibility for Pell grants.
Prisoners should again be made
eligible for Pell grants and other
need-based student financial aid,
Zoukis says. Inmates were
banned from using Pell grants in
1994, but President Obama has
announced a pilot program in
which a limited number of pris-
oners would be able to use the
grants beginning in the fall.
That’s a start, but Zoukis wants
to see that eligibility become
more widespread.
• Partnerships with community
colleges. Community colleges
are valuable allies in the effort to
educate prisoners, but in many
cases the programs offered are
limited to basic education, liter-
acy and non-credit vocational
programs, and often they are
taught by prison staff rather than
qualified instructors, Zoukis
says. “What is needed are more
of the credited vocational and
advanced academic programs,”
he says. The programs also need
to be adequately funded, he

says.
Ultimately, it’s time for the

nation to decide what is more
important: mass incarceration or
public education, Zoukis says.
Prisons need to be used for more
than punishment. Instead, he
says, they need to be seen as
treatment and education centers
where skills can be learned and
problems addressed.
“The end goal of corrections is
enhanced public safety,” Zoukis
says. “It’s not enhanced punish-
ment for punishment’s sake.”

About Christopher Zoukis
Christopher Zoukis, author of
“College for Convicts: The Case
for Higher Education in
American Prisons” (McFarland
& Co., 2014) and “Prison
Education Guide” (Prison Legal
News Publishing, 2016), is a
leading expert in the field of cor-
rectional education. He is the
founder of
www.PrisonEducation.com and
www.PrisonLawBlog.com, and

is a contributing writer to The
Huffington Post and Prison
Legal News. He is incarcerated
at the medium-security Federal
Correctional Institution
Petersburg in Virginia.

Grizzlies will host 15th Tip-off
Luncheon on Oct. 24 to benefit
St. Jude Children’s Hospital 

a-kind fan experiences.
The Grizzlies Den by Adidas

also will be open for fans to get
the latest Grizzlies team gear.

Individual tickets are $65 with
tables available for $550 and a
commemorative growl towel is
included with each ticket. For
$2,250, fans can purchase a
table that will allow them to sit
and talk hoops with a Grizzlies

player, coach or executive. All
proceeds benefit St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital. 

Doors open at 11 a.m. followed
by the event program and lunch
from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Tables will go fast, so fans are
encouraged to reserve a spot
today. For the registration form
for the 15th Annual Tip-Off
Luncheon, visit
www.grizzlies.com  

For further information or to
purchase tickets, visit
grizzlies.com or call the
Grizzlies registration line at
(901) 205-1206.

Fans who want to support the
Memphis Grizzlies by purchas-
ing 2016-17 Season Tickets, 12-
or 22-Game Packs can do so by
calling (901) 888-HOOP or
going online to grizzlies.com.
For more information on the
Grizzlies, ‘like’ Memphis
Grizzlies on Facebook or follow
on Twitter (@memgrizz)

Grizzlies fans in atten-
dance will have the chance
to welcome back Marc
Gasol, Mike Conley
andZach Randolph along
with new faces such as
Chandler Parsons and
new head coach David
Fizdaleand talk with them
about the upcoming sea-
son. Fans also will have
the opportunity to hear an
insider’s perspective on
the upcoming season from
Grizzlies General
Manager Chris Wallace... 

Wrap-up Report: Women soccer
gets firepower victory over UT
MARTIN, TN – The University

of Memphis women’s soccer
team dominated from start to
finish in a convincing 5-0 win
over UT Martin Sunday night,
Sept. 18. at Skyhawk Field. The
five-goal output is the most by
the Tigers (6-2-1) since the 2013
season.

“I was very pleased with the
performance,” Memphis head

coach Brooks Monaghan said. “I
was a bit concerned going in
after a really tough match on
Friday. The girls were tremen-
dous in their work-rate. Their
work-rate set the tone for the
game and allowed us to win by a
significant margin. Good things
come with hard work.”

Sophomore Marie Levasseur
returned after missing the last

three matches while taking part
in a Canadian National Team
camp and had an immediate
impact. Levasseur started the
scoring in the 27th minute with
her first goal since the match
against Ole Miss.

Senior Valerie Sanderson
assisted on Levasseur’s goal and
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