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Shipp prepares to judge
his 35th Alabama Deep
Sea Fishing Rodeo Ride
By David Rainer
from
Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural
Resources

article from
thefishingwire.com
With a new pacemaker in place,
Dr. Bob Shipp is preparing to
oversee the thousands upon
thousands of fish from the Gulf
of Mexico and Alabama's
coastal waters that will be tossed
onto the counter at the weigh
station during the Alabama Deep
Sea Fishing Rodeo (ADSFR),
scheduled July 21-23 at Dauphin
Island.
Shipp, Professor Emeritus of
the University of South
Alabama's Marine Sciences
Department, will serve as head
judge at the weigh station during
the 84th rodeo, which happens
to be his 35th behind the rodeo
scales.
Shipp started as an assistant
judge to the late Roy Martin in
1982 and became the head judge
when Martin retired in the late
'90s.
During Shipp's time as head
judge, the ADSFR was recognized in 2011 by the Guinness
Book of World Records as the
largest and oldest fishing tournament in the world.
"It's become probably the
biggest single event in Lower
Alabama during the summer,"
Shipp said. "It's the focal point
of all the activities with thou-

sands and thousands of people
who come to Dauphin Island
and coastal Alabama. Plus,
you've got people from
Tennessee and Georgia and
other states who come down just
for the rodeo.
"What I think is really interesting is that it has become as much
a spectator event for non-fishermen as it is for fishermen themselves. It used to be that fishermen were pretty much it. But
now with all the display tanks
and Most Unusual category, it's
just a great venue for tourists."
Shipp said the other big change
he's experienced during his
rodeo time is how marine science has flourished at the rodeo
in the last 10 to 15 years.
"Way back when, there were a
couple of us down there for the
science," he said. "Now we have
scientists from all over the country and Europe, too, to collect
specimens. I would have to
count how many masters' theses
and Ph.D. dissertations have
come from the rodeo. And the
Jaycees (Mobile chapter that
hosts the rodeo) have been so
supportive."
One species that has been studied extensively at the ADSFR is
Alabama's favorite reef fish, the
red snapper, which has been the
center of controversy for numerous years because of season
restrictions instituted in federal
waters.
"We've been able to gather a
tremendous amount of information on red snapper in terms of

growth and age structure at the
rodeo," Shipp said. "That information is going to be used, eventually, to change the management regime for snapper. That
also includes grouper and the
other snapper species like vermilion, gray and lane snapper.
"We've gotten a tremendous
amount of data that has pointed
out the importance of artificial
structures off of Alabama. We've
got more than 15,000 artificial
reefs that have totally changed
the ecosystem and built up the
reef fish fishery. That's due in
part because of the rodeo support and the information gathered at the rodeo."
As part of his continued work at
South Alabama, Shipp makes
several research trips annually
into the Gulf to gather red snapper specimens. The research,
funded by the Alabama Marine
Resources Division, gathers
catch data and video footage
during the trips. One species that
scientists won't be able to
process for this year's rodeo is
triggerfish, which is closed for
all of 2017. Shipp, however, has
seen plenty of triggerfish on his
research trips.
"We've been out several times
and the videos show huge, huge
triggerfish," he said. "They're
also very curious. They come
right up to the camera."
Shipp said during the trips, the
bottom-reading electronics will
reveal new spots to probe to
determine if the structure is nat-
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Grizzlies Summer Camps Additions to Schedule
Detour to grizzlies.com for more information
DATE
July 17-20
July 17-20
July 17-20
July 24-27
July 24-27*
July 31-August 3
July 31-August 3

LOCATION
St. Mary’s Episcopal School ( 60 Perkins Ext., Memphis, TN)
Collierville Parks & Recreation (440 W. Powell Rd., Collierville, TN)
Fayette Academy (15090 US -64, Somerville, TN)
Memphis University School (6191 Park Ave., Memphis, TN)
Immaculate Conception School (1725 Central Ave., Memphis, TN)
Independent Presbyterian Churc h (4738 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN )
St. Mary’s Episcopal School ( 60 Perkins Ext., Memphis, TN)

Grizzlies Youth Camps Schedule
For more information, detour to grizzlies.com
For more information on the Grizzlies, visit grizzlies.com, ‘like’ Memphis
Grizzlies on Facebook or follow on Twitter (@memgrizz)

2017 Summer Basketball Camps:
DATE
LOCATION
May 30-June 2
Lakeland Parks & Recreation (10050 Oak Seed Ln., Lakeland, TN)
May 30-June 2
Christian Life Center at 1 st Baptist Jackson (431 N. State St., Jackson, MS)
June 5-8
St. Mary’s Episcopal School ( 60 Perkins Ext., Memphis, TN)
June 5-8
Immaculate Conception School ( 1725 Central Ave. , Memphis, TN)
June 5-8
Second Baptist Church ( 4680 Walnut Grove Rd ., Memphis, TN)
June 12-15
Crowley’s Ridge College (100 College Dr., Paragould, AR)
June 12-15
Starkville Parks & Recreation (405 Lynn Ln., Starkville, MS)
June 12-16*
Lifetime Fitness (3470 S. Houston Levee Rd., Collierville, TN)
June 19-22
Independent Presbyterian Churc h (4738 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN )
June 19-22
Collierville Parks & Recreatio n (440 W. Powell Rd., Collierville, TN)
June 19-22
Landers Center (4560 Venture Dr., Southaven, MS)
June 26-29
Bartlett United Methodist Church (5676 Stage Rd., Bartlett, TN)

DATE
June 26-29
June 26-29
July 5-7**
July 5-7**
July 10-13
July 10-13
July 10-13
July 17-20
July 17-20
July 17-20
July 24-27
July 31-August 3
July 31-August 3

LOCATION
First Assembly Christian School (8650 Walnut Grove Rd., Cordova, TN)
Wrightsville Community Center (13204 Highway 365 South, Wrightsville, AR)
Lausanne Collegiate School (1381 W. Massey Rd., Memphis, TN)
Evangelical Christian School (7600 Macon Rd., Cordova, TN)
Independent Presbyterian Churc h (4738 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN )
Collierville United Methodist Church (454 W. Poplar Ave., Collierville, TN)
Crowley’s Ridge College (100 College Dr., Paragould, AR)
Church of the Holy Communion (4645 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN)
Collierville Parks & Recreation (440 W. Powell Rd., Collierville, TN)
Fayette Academy (15090 US -64, Somerville, TN)
Memphis University School (6191 Park Ave., Memphis, TN)
Independent Presbyterian Churc h (4738 Walnut Grove Rd., Memphis, TN )
St. Mary’s Episcopal School ( 60 Perkins Ext., Memphis, TN)

Homeless man proves success with
Fishing Caddy ... from sports page 1
the kind of attitude that it takes
to go from being homeless to
creating something that you can
sell to the public. I know what it
takes to become an entrepreneur,
especially when you don’t have
all the tools handed to you on a
silver platter.”
Pippins, who has a love of fishing and spending quality family
time outdoors, saw a problem in
today’s modern high-tech world.
Too many families were not
spending time together, engaging in things like camping and
fishing, and he had an idea that
led to his creation. He wanted to
make it easy for families to head
out fishing again, so he created
an all-in-one fishing caddy. The
Fishing Caddy makes it easy for
people to grab it and be ready to
go fishing, without having to lug
lots of gear down to the water. It
features two built-in fishing rod
holders, a padded seat or tackle
box, a live well for keeping the
fish that are caught, a cup holder, and more.
After having the product idea,
he took it to Kickstarter, where
he was able to raise over
$15,000 to turn his idea into a
reality. No stranger to the entrepreneurial spirit, Pippins grew
up in the inner city, where many
around him turned to selling
drugs in order to make some
cash. He took a different route,
making his first sale when he
sold toys out his window so that
he could raise money. He also
bartered, and by middle school
he began selling candy to other
students when the school lunch
program was taken away, leaving him to eat scraps and leftovers from other kids. He also
built a team around him, to help

“I’ve been homeless, so I
know what it’s like to hit
rock bottom,” explains
Joseph Pippins, creator
and founder of The
Fishing Caddy. “But I also
know the kind of attitude
that it takes to go from
being homeless to creating
something that you can
sell to the public. I know
what it takes to become an
entrepreneur, especially
when you don’t have all
the tools handed to you on
a silver platter.”
with the candy sales, and even
took to selling Mortal Combat
codes to his peers to earn money.
So what does it take to go from
growing up poor and at one time
being homeless to creating a
product people will flock to?
Here are the top six principles
that helped Pippins get there:
Hard work. Nothing can take
the place of good old-fashioned
hard work. When you are willing to work hard, good things
are going to happen. Roll up
your sleeves, realize there is no
easy way, and dig in to start
working hard toward your goals.
Passion.Having an idea can only
take you so far. You have to be
passionate about it, and be determined. That determination will
keep you pushing past the barriers so that you can move closer
and closer to your goals.
Fill a gap. Take a look around
and see what’s missing in your
community or country. What is
needed or what can you improve
upon? If you can find a way to

fill a gap, you will have a builtin audience that will be interested in your product or service.
Self-sufficiency. Learn from the
start that the world owes you
nothing. If you want to get ahead
or be successful in life, you will
have to be the one to make it
happen. Don’t wait for others to
do it for you, because it won’t
happen. Pave your own path
toward success.
Push past fear. Millions of
people have good business
ideas, but they are stifled by
fear. Don’t let fear hold you
back from trying out your idea.
You can never become successful from your idea if you are not
willing to push past fear to give
it a try.
Forget excuses. It’s easy to
come up with excuses for why
you shouldn’t or can’t get things
done. But if it matters to you and
you want to succeed at it, you
will find a way, rather than an
excuse. Excuses are nothing
more than us holding ourselves
back before the public has even
seen what we have to offer.
“I’m happy to have made it this
far with The Fishing Caddy and
I can’t wait to introduce it to
more people,” added Pippins.
“With the right mindset and a
drive to succeed, you can overcome and get noticed. Winning
on the Steve Harvey’s FUNDERDOME was amazing and is
going to take my dreams to the
next step.”
Competing on Steve Harvey’s
FUNDERDOME, Pippins went
toe-to-toe against another entrepreneur with the audience in the
judges seat. The show, hosted by
Steve Harvey, has two entrepre-
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FedEx St. Jude Classic announces
Special Summer Series schedule
MEMPHIS, TN - As part of
their Special Summer Series,
TPC Southwind invites you to
take advantage of the following
opportunities to play at the home
of the FedEx St. Jude Classic.
Monday, July 31
Post-aerification Special (aerification of entire golf course fairways and greens - will take
place week of July 17)
7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. tee times

$65/player plus tax (includes
green fee, cart fee and practice
range balls)
Thursdays in August
Every Thursday in August, tee
times will be available between
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
$80/player plus tax (includes
green fee, cart fee and practice
range balls)
Monday, September 18
End of Summer Special

7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. tee times
$90/player plus tax (includes
green fee, cart fee and practice
range balls)
To reserve your spot on any of
these days, call the TPC
Southwind Golf Shop at (901)
259-1826 or email Nick
Kuenneke
at
nickkuenneke@pgatourtpc.com.

