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MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis
Redbirds are back at AutoZone
Park for several games.

Friday, June 8 – 7:05 p.m.
(gates at 6:00)

- Free Stuff Friday featuring
Big Money Dice Roll Worth
$40,000: there will be prizes
every inning, plus one lucky fan
will have the chance to roll giant
dice for $40,000 after nobody
won the Big Money Dice Roll
the past three weeks when the

Royals select Bowlan 
from sports page 1
letic Conference record with 18
strikeouts in a complete-game
win over USF. The 18 strikeouts,
all of which were swinging, are
the most by a pitcher in a Divi-
sion I game this season.  
In his three-year Memphis ca-
reer, Bowlan struck out 211 bat-
ters in 224 innings pitched and
recorded a 3.90 ERA. 
Bowlan is the Tigers highest
draft pick since Dave Anderson

was selected with the 22nd over-
all pick by the Los Angeles
Dodgers in 1981.
A second-generation Tiger,

Bowlan’s father, Mark, was
drafted by the St. Louis Cardinals
in the 19th-round of the 1989
draft. Mark Bowlan pitched at
Memphis from 1987-89 and
threw the only perfect game in
program history, against
Louisville in 1987.

Redbirds homestand highlights for some days in June
jackpot started at $10,000

- Friday Night Block Party:
fans can enjoy $2 beers and great
entertainment in the Plaza before
the game

- MLBPAA Memorabilia Shop:
The Major League Baseball
Players Alumni Association will
have memorabilia for purchase
behind Ford FansFirst inside the
main gate, with proceeds benefit-
ing the MLBPAA and the Red-
birds Community Fund

Saturday, June 9 – 6:35 p.m.
(gates at 5:00)

- Postgame Fireworks: a spec-
tacular postgame fireworks dis-
play launched up-close and
personal from center field

- Saturday Night Party in the
Plaza: fans can enjoy $2 beers
and great entertainment in the
Plaza before the game

- MLBPAA Memorabilia Shop:
The Major League Baseball
Players Alumni Association will

have memorabilia for purchase
behind Ford FansFirst inside the
main gate, with proceeds benefit-
ing the MLBPAA and the Red-
birds Community Fund

Sunday, June 10 – 2:05 p.m.
(gates at 1:00)

- Prairie Farms Ice Cream
Sunday: the first 2,500 kids ages
12 and under receive a free ice
cream treat, courtesy of Prairie
Farms Dairy

- Papa John’s Rockey’s Kids

Club Day: Kids Club members
have a free Bluff ticket to the
game and can participate in the
on-field games and contests – to
sign up, visit www.memphisred-
birds.com/kidsclub
- Kids Run the Bases: kids can
run the bases just like the pros
after the game, weather permit-
ting
- MLBPAA Memorabilia Shop:
The Major League Baseball
Players Alumni Association will
have memorabilia for purchase
behind Ford FansFirst inside the
main gate, with proceeds benefit-

ing the MLBPAA and the Red-
birds Community Fund
- Redbird Club Ticket Special:
tickets for the all-inclusive, air-
conditioned Redbird Club are
$40 ($15 off)

Monday, June 11 – 12:05 p.m.
(gates at 11:00)
For information on upcoming
promotions, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/promotions.
For more information on single-
game tickets, visit www.mem-
phisredbirds.com/tickets.

MEMPHIS, TN -Phil Cannon
(BA ’78) enjoyed life to the
fullest, and much of that joy
came from being involved for
nearly 50 years with the FedEx
St. Jude Classic, Memphis’ offi-
cial PGA TOUR event. Phil
served as Tournament Director
for the event from 1999-2015.
He began his work with the tour-
nament as a volunteer in 1968 as
a sophomore at White Station
High School in Memphis. From
1968-1989, before joining the
full-time tournament staff in
1990, Phil volunteered for the
event as a scorer inside the Media
Center, often taking his vacation
time to volunteer for the event.
During Phil’s tenure as Tourna-
ment Director, the event achieved
great success, and to date the
tournament has generated more
than $35 million for St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.
“The Phil Cannon Memorial
Scholarship will significantly en-
hance our department’s new
Sport Journalism program,” said
David Arant, Chair of the Uni-
versity of Memphis Department
of Journalism and Strategic

Media. “Sport Journalism is a
rapidly growing area for journal-
ism study at the University of
Memphis, and this scholarship
spotlights the opportunities for
our students in the field of Sport
Journalism.”
With approximately 325 under-
graduate and 40 graduate stu-
dents, the Department of
Journalism and Strategic Media
trains tomorrow’s media innova-
tors. Its programs focus on ap-

plied journalism to help students
learn the concepts and skills to be
effective news, public relations
and advertising professionals.
Last year, the UofM was one of
two universities to have an in-
ternship agreement with Rio’s
Olympic Organizing Committee,
sending 14 journalism students to
Rio de Janeiro to serve as interns
covering the Olympic Games.
Current FedEx St. Jude Classic
Tournament Director Darrell
Smith sees this as a perfect way
to celebrate Phil’s legacy . “We
are honored to partner with the
University of Memphis, a place
that meant so much to Phil
throughout his life. Phil had a
passion for journalism and the
people that work in the industry.
We are excited to know the Phil
Cannon Memorial Scholarship
will allow students even more
opportunity as they pursue their
lifelong dreams.”
The scholarship recipient will
also play an active role in the
production of the FedEx St. Jude
Classic and work alongside the
fabulous men and women who
cover the event throughout Tour-

nament Week. This individual
will have a front row seat to
Memphis’ PGA TOUR event in-
side the Media Center and be ex-
posed to all facets of a
professional sporting event.
Contributions to the Phil Cannon
Memorial Scholarship can be
made payable to the FedEx St.
Jude Classic. Checks can be
mailed to FedEx St. Jude Classic,
3325 Club at Southwind, Mem-
phis, TN 38125.
This year’s FedEx St. Jude Clas-
sic is June 4-10.
For more information on the Phil
Cannon Scholarship, contact
Darrell Smith, Tournament Di-
rector, FedEx St. Jude Classic, at
dsmith@stjudeclassic.com or
Katherine Goliver, Director of
Development, College of Com-
munication and Fine Arts, at
k.goliver@memphis.edu  

FedEx St. Jude Classic and UofM continue
to support Phil Cannon Memorial Scholarship
to benefit civic-minded  journalism students 

MEMPHIS, TN —  The NBA 2K
League  announced its game
schedule for “THE TURN,” the
season’s second tournament,
with Grizz Gaming playing its
first round matchup against 76ers
GC on Friday, June 8 at 2 p.m.
CT. All games will be streamed
live on Twitch and take place
from the NBA 2K League Studio
Powered by Intel in New York
City.
For full schedule, visit 
GrizzGaming.com-
The single-elimination tourna-
ment tips off on Friday, June 8
with a play-in game for the 16th
and 17th seeds, which will be im-
mediately followed by eight
games featuring the 1st-15th

Fireworks on the 
Fairway Presented by
Southern Security

See story on sports page 1

Men’s soccer signee Atakelti Gebregzabher named
Gatorade Tennessee Boys Soccer Player of the Year
Gebregzabher is the third Mem-
phis recruit since Mark Sherrod

to earn the award

CHICAGO, IL – University of
Memphis men’s soccer recruit
Atakelti Gebregzabher has been
named the Gatorade Tennessee
Boys Soccer Player of the Year
as announced by the Gatorade
Company Wednesday morning.
Gebregzabher is the first from his
high school and the third Mem-
phis recruit since Mark Sherrod
in 2009 to receive the award.
“Congratulations to Atakelti on

this well-deserved award,” said
head coach Richard Mulrooney.
“He has worked extremely hard
to not only lead his team to a sec-
ond straight state title but to also
achieve a 3.6 grade-point aver-
age in the classroom. This a tes-
tament to the person Atakelti is
and we are very excited to have
him with us this coming fall.”
The award, which recognizes
not only outstanding athletic ex-
cellence, but also high standards
of academic achievement and ex-
emplary character demonstrated
on and off the field, distinguishes

Gebregzabher as Tennessee’s
best high school boys soccer
player. 

Now Gebregzabher is a finalist
for the prestigious Gatorade Na-
tional Boys Soccer Player of the
Year award to be announced in
June. He joins an elite alumni as-
sociation of past state soccer
award-winners, including Alexi
Lalas (1987-88, Cranbrook HS,
Mich.), Steve Cherundolo (1996-
97, Mt. Carmel HS, Calif.),
Abby Wambach (1997-98, Our
Lady of Mercy, N.Y.), Heather

O’Reilly (2001-02, 2002-03,
East Brunswick HS, N.J.), Matt
Besler (2004-04, Blue Valley
West HS, Kans.), Jack Harrison
(2013-14, Berkshire HS, Mass.),
Mallory Pugh (2014-15, Moun-
tain Vista HS, Colo.).

Gebregzabher, a midfielder at
Station Camp High School, led
the Bison to a 23-2-1 record and
a second straight Division I,
Class AAA state championship
this past season. He finished the
season with 16 goals and eight
assists. He is a three-time All-

County selection and a finalist
for The Tennessean’s Boys Soc-
cer Player of the Year award. Ge-
bregzabher finished his high
school soccer career with 51
goals and 32 assists. In the class-
room, Gebregzabher maintained
a 3.63 GPA.

A native of Eritrea, Gebregzab-
her spent four years in a refugee
camp in Ethiopia before coming
to the United States in 2010.

The Gatorade Player of the Year
program annually recognizes

one winner in the District of Co-
lumbia and each of the 50 states
that sanction high school foot-
ball, girls volleyball, boys and
girls cross country, boys and girls
basketball, boys and girls soccer,
baseball, softball, and boys and
girls track & field, and awards
one National Player of the Year
in each sport. The selection
process is administered by the
Gatorade Player of the Year Se-
lection Committee, which works
with top sport-specific experts
and a media advisory board of
Please see sports page 4

Phil Cannon

seeds and winner of the play-in
game. Friday’s winners will ad-
vance, and eight teams will com-
pete on Saturday with the goal of
making it to the championship
game at 6 p.m. ET. Seeding was
determined by a team’s perform-
ance during the four weeks of
regular-season games preceding
“THE TURN.”  
The winner of “THE TURN”
will earn half of the $150,000
prize pool, with the remainder
being awarded to the second to
eighth place teams (first place –
$75,600; second place - $24,800;
third and fourth place - $12,800;
fifth-eighth place - $6,000). 

NBA 2K releases schedule for the Turn


