
May 18-25, 2018 The Mid-South Tribune Page 3 Sports

www.blackinformationhighway.com

For more information and to purchase tickets, visit stjudeclassic.com/tickets2018

See special rates for military soldiers and vets to attend the FedEx St. Jude Classic. Visit stjudeclassic.com

CINCINNATI, OH – University
of Memphis' Luke Vaughn won
his second title at the American
Athletic Conference Champi-
onships Sunday, May 12,
Vaughn, a graduate student, took
the men's shot put crown after
winning the men's discus cham-
pionship Saturday.
For his efforts, Vaughn was
named the American Athletic
Conference Men's Most Valuable
Performer. He is the first to re-
ceive a post-conference champi-
onships honor since Pauls Pujats
was awarded the Men's Field
Most Outstanding Performer ac-
colade in 2014.
The American Athletic Confer-
ence Championships, held at the
University of Cincinnati's Gettler
Stadium, wrapped up action Sun-
day night.
For the second time since join-
ing The American in 2013, the
Tigers men's squad finished as
the outdoor runner-up. Memphis
placed second with 147.5 points,

held on Thursday, June 21 in
New York City.
Representing the Memphis or-
ganization at the Draft Lottery
proceedings were Grizzlies Lim-
ited Partner and Director of
Player Support Elliot Perry and
Grizz Prep student scholar Court-
ney Love. 
In addition to the fourth overall
pick in the 2018 NBA Draft, the
Grizzlies also hold the rights to
the 32nd overall pick in the sec-
ond round as well. Details re-
garding the official Grizzlies
NBA Draft Party at FedExForum

Luke Vaughn named American Athletic Conference
Championships Men's Most Valuable Performer

Greece Gunner's Mate Seaman Erica Nohelani Ponce, left, from Ewa Beach, Hawaii, and
Electronics Technician 2nd Class Nicole Demarest, from Memphis, Tennessee, conduct
morning colors aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Donald Cook
(DDG 75) on May 12, 2018. Donald Cook, forward-deployed to Rota, Spain, is on its sev-
enth patrol in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations in support of regional allies and part-
ners, and U.S. national security interests in Europe and Africa. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Alyssa Weeks / Released)

Grizz Gaming secures regular season opener ... from sports page 2
center this week. Another bucket
from AuthenticAfrican and a
Larell Mitchell
(Winner_Stayz_On) three that
was called goaltending capped
off the flurry as Memphis took a
33-27 lead to halftime.
Pacers Gaming narrowed the

gap to two (47-45) heading into
the fourth quarter and cut it to
one (49-48) on a Jamie Bull
(vGooner-) three-pointer early in
the fourth quarter. After missing
his first four attempts, Bono

Nikolic (PHENOM vv) re-
sponded with a three to put the
team from Memphis back up
four. Another and-one from Au-
thenticAfrican put Grizz Gaming
up 61-55 late and a deep three-
pointer from Troy Minott II (T H
R E A T) in the final seconds
gave the game its final bucket,
sealing the deal for Grizz Gam-
ing. 
AuthenticAfrican made the

most of the move to small for-
ward, posting a game-high 24

points on 10-of-15 shooting to go
with seven assists. Antonio Sal-
divar (UniversalPhenom) slid
into the center spot and had a
solid all-around game, tallying
12 points (5-11 FG), nine re-
bounds, five assists, three steals
and two blocks.
Winner_Stayz_On made his liv-
ing from beyond the arc, scoring
14 points (5-9 FG, 4-8 3P) at
shooting guard and knocking
down timely three-pointers. T H

the most scored by a Tigers men's
team since it won the 2007 Con-
ference USA crown with 154.5
points. The top-three team finish
was the fourth for the Tigers in
their five-year history in The
American. Memphis was also the
runner-up in 2014 and finished
third in 2016 and 2017.
On the women's side, Memphis
was sixth with 75 points, but was
only out of placing in the top-
three by a mere 15 points. It was
the Tigers' third top-half confer-
ence finish in five seasons in The
American. Memphis placed fifth
in 2015 and sixth in 2017.
The Tigers (men/women com-
bined) brought home six individ-
ual titles over the weekend, with
three men's crowns and three
women's championships. The
men's three titles are the most
since the program won five at the
2014 outdoor conference meet.
The women's team won its most
individual titles at a league meet
since 1994 (four Great Midwest

Conference crowns).

Tigers Tidbits/American 
Athletic Conference 

Championships Sunday 
Highlights 

The Tigers men's squad also was
the American Athletic Confer-
ence runner-up at the league's in-
door meet in February.
Luke Vaughn won the men's
shot put with a school-record
throw of 61-11.75 (18.89m). He
broke the previous record set by
Gaute Myklebust in 2003 (61-
7.5; 18.78m). Earlier this season,

Vaughn also broke Myklebust's
school record in the discus.
Vaughn's outdoor shot put title
was the second of his career. He
also won the same crown in
2016.
Vaughn is the second men's ath-
lete to win both the discus and
shot put at the same American
Athletic Conference Outdoor
Championships. Cincinnati's
Macklin Tudor did the same at
the 2017 conference meet.
For his career (indoor/outdoor
combined), Vaughn is a five-time
conference champion and 12-
time all-league honoree.
Martina Rodriguez Sala won her
first outdoor title in the women's
1500 meters Sunday. In 2015,
she earned bronze in the event.
Rodriguez Sala's 1500-meters
crown adds to her trophy case, as
she is a two-time league cham-
pion in the indoor mile (2016,
2017).
Ashley Pryke won the women's
javelin crown for the second-

straight year (2017, 2018). She
becomes the second female ath-
lete to win back-to-back javelin
titles as Tulane's Daliadiz Ortiz
did so in 2015 and 2016.
Matthew Viveiros won his first
conference gold in the men's
1500 meters. By winning the
men's 1500 meters, the Tigers
swept both the men's and
women's titles in the event. It is
the first time that happened since
Connecticut did so at the inaugu-
ral meet in 2014.
The Tigers men's 4x100 meter
relay of Davon DeMoss, Imri
Persiado, Kolbeinn Gunnarsson
and Calvin Austin set the school
record with a time of 39:59. The
quartet broke the previous 45-
year-old record of 39.60 set in
1973. The Memphis 4x100 relay
won silver Sunday.
Mona Jaidi became the first
throws double-medalist at an
American Athletic Conference
Championships meet in Mem-
phis women's track and field his-

tory. Jaidi won gold in the ham-
mer Friday and took silver in the
javelin Sunday. In only her fourth
career javelin competition, Jaidi
threw a personal-best 164-0
(49.98m).
Ryan Champlin and Calvin
Austin were the Tigers' lone dou-
ble-medalists on Sunday. Cham-
plin won bronze in the men's 400
meters and silver in the men's
4x400 meter relay. Austin won
two silvers as a member of the
4x100 and 4x400 meter relay
squads.
Other medalists were: Brock Bal-
lard (bronze) in the men's 1500
meters, Jordan Wesner (bronze)
in the men's high jump, Michael
Criticos (bronze) in the men's
javelin and Rafael Vallery
(bronze) in the men's shot put. 

For the second time since
joining The American in 2013,
the Tigers men's squad fin-
ished as the outdoor runner-
up. Memphis placed second
with 147.5 points, the most
scored by a Tigers men's team
since it won the 2007 Confer-
ence USA crown with 154.5
points.

R E A T had an efficient 11
points on 4-of-5 shooting. 
Nick Grech (Swizurk) led the
Pacers Gaming effort with 21
points and a game-high 14 re-
bounds. vGooner- struggled from
the field, but posted 13 points
and a game-high eight assists.

Tucker Henry (TuckerLocksUp)
added 14 points, five boards, four
assists and three blocks. After a
30-point outing against Grizz
Gaming at THE TIPOFF, Bryant
Colon (WoLF 74) was held to
three points.
Grizz Gaming continues regular

season play Saturday, May 19
with a matchup against Cavs Le-
gion GC at noon CT inside the
NBA 2K League Studio Powered 
by Intel in New York City.

For more information, visit
GrizzGaming.com

zlies.com. Season Tickets start at
$9 per game.

For more in-depth coverage on
the Draft Lottery, the upcoming
NBA Draft and all your Griz-
zlies’ news sign-up for Grizzlies
E-News or Grind City Media
News at grizzlies.com or visit
GrindCityMedia.com, like
Grind City Media on Facebook
or follow on Twitter and Insta-
gram (@GrindCityMedia).
For more information on the

Grizzlies, ‘like’ Memphis Griz-
zlies on Facebook or follow on
Twitter (@memgrizz).

Grizzlies awarded No. 4 in
overall draft pick
from sport page 1

on June 21 and other Draft pro-
motions will be released at a later
date.
Fans who want to support the
Memphis Grizzlies and purchase
2018/19 Season Tickets can do
so now by calling (901) 888-
HOOP or going online to griz-

Download The Mid-South Tribune’s “History of HBCUs” on the 
Education Lane at www.blackinformationhighway.com

Representing the Memphis
organization at the Draft Lot-
tery proceedings were Griz-
zlies Limited Partner and
Director of Player Support
Elliot Perry and Grizz Prep
student scholar Courtney
Love. 

On this Memorial Day, remember those who served  to make you safe. 

For more stats and facts on
UofM sports, detour to

gotigersgo.com


