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Tubby Smith adds Williamson, Esposito, Smith and Goodson
to  complete coaching staff ... from sports page 2
know his dream is to be a full-
time coach. He will be in charge
of day-to-day operations, which
he has been excellent at over the
past year at Texas Tech.

“Keelon Lawson will remain
on the staff as director of player
development. In Keelon we have
an experienced guy who knows
this city. He grew up here, and
has coached here at multiple lev-
els.

“Loyalty is a must in this busi-
ness. I feel confident, as we have
in the past, we will get the job
done here – in all areas.
Recruiting is an important part
of this program – you have to
have good players, and we know
that – but you also have to have
people that understand what we
are trying to teach, and how we
are trying to teach it. I feel I
have put together the best staff
possible for that.”

POOH WILLIAMSON
Williamson had spent time

from 2001-04 and 2013-16 as an
assistant coach on Tubby
Smith’s staff at Tulsa and Texas
Tech.

He was the first player Smith
recruited in his first head-coach-
ing roll at Tulsa, and was a four-
year letterwinner at Tulsa, help-
ing the Golden Hurricane to two
consecutive NCAA Sweet 16
appearances.

While with Texas Tech he
worked with the Red Raiders’
backcourt, while also assisting
with scouting and recruiting. He
has been a part of coaching
staffs that have guided teams to
eight NCAA Tournament
appearances over the last 13 sea-
sons.

He had previously spent the
past eight years in the Lone Star
State which included stops at
Texas A&M, SMU, TCU, and
Texas Tech. He has also coached
at Washington State, Illinois
State, Tulane, Tulsa, and Wichita
State.
His season at TCU helped the

Horned Frogs in their first sea-
son in the Big 12 Conference,
and had the program’s first-ever
win over a top-five ranked oppo-
nent (No. 5 ranked Kansas on
February 6).
Prior to his one season at SMU,

Williamson spent four seasons at
Texas A&M, as the Aggies
earned four straight at-large bids
to the NCAA Tournament. He
helped the Texas A&M program,
under head coach Mark
Turgeon, compile a 97-40 over-
all record, and at least 24 wins
each season.

While at Texas A&M,
Williamson coached future NBA
players in DeAndre Jordan,
Khris Middleton, and Donald
Sloan. He followed Turgeon to

College Station from Wichita
State, where he helped the
Shockers win a Missouri Valley
Conference championship, and
advance to the NCAA Sweet 16
in 2006.

Prior to his time with the
Shockers, Williams was an
assistant coach at Tulsa for four
years, serving as interim head
coach midway through the
2004-05 season. The Golden
Hurricane went 68-57 overall
during his four seasons. TU won
the 2002 Western Athletic
Conference (WAC) regular sea-
son title, the 2003 WAC
Tournament and advanced to the
NCAA Tournament Second
Round twice. As the interim
head coach, he posted his first
career victory against New
Mexico State (83-63) on Jan. 10,
2005, before finishing the sea-
son with a 7-15 record.
Williamson served as an assis-

tant at Tulane for one season in
2000-01 following two years at
Illinois State, where he tutored
guards Victor Williams and
Tarise Bryson, the MVC’s
Freshman and Newcomer of the
Year, respectively. He earned his
start in collegiate coaching with
two seasons at Washington
State, where he was instrumental
in the development of starting
point guard Blake Pengally, who
posted 120 assists as a freshman.

A four-year letterwinner at
Tulsa, Williamson played in 118
career games and was one of the
driving forces behind the
Golden Hurricanes’ back-to-
back NCAA Sweet 16 runs in
1994 and 1995. As TU’s point
guard, he averaged 14.0 points
per game in six career NCAA
Tournament games, which ranks
third in program history only
behind Gary Collier and Shea
Seals. Williamson started 63
games over his final two seasons
en route to All-MVC First-Team
and All-MVC Defensive-Team
accolades. He posted a 12.8
points per game average as a
senior and completed his career
ranked No. 7 on the school’s
career assists chart and No. 10
on the career steals list.
Williamson earned his bache-

lor’s degree in business manage-
ment from Tulsa in 1995. He and
his wife Rosemary have two
sons: Jamal and Joshua.

JOE ESPOSITO
The upcoming 2016-17 season

will be Joe Esposito’s 10th con-
secutive season in working on a
Tubby Smith-led coaching staff,
having worked with Smith at
both Minnesota and Texas Tech.

He comes to the Tigers with
nearly three decades of coaching
experience, including 27 in the
collegiate level.

Most recently Esposito spent
three seasons at Texas Tech,
where his responsibilities
included player development,
scouting, and recruiting. He
helped Texas Tech accrue its
best recruiting classes in more
than a decade during the final
couple of seasons.

He worked as Director of
Basketball Operations for six
seasons on Smith’s staff at
Minnesota, where he handled all
administrative duties for the
Golden Gopher basketball pro-
gram. He also coordinated all
aspects of the Tubby Smith
Basketball Camps and Clinics,
while also aiding in recruiting
when being elevated to an assis-
tant coach on a fill-in basis.
Before his time in Minnesota,

he handled the head coaching
duties for a season at Villages
Charter High School, located in
Central Florida. He led the
Buffaloes to their best record in
school history, and to the Class
3A District 7 Semifinals.

Over his eight seasons at
Angelo State, his program won
118 games, and he became the
second head coach in program
history to reel off five consecu-
tive winning seasons, and has
three of Angelo State’s 10 high-
est single-season win totals at
the time. He left the school with
the highest winning percentage
during the NCAA Division II
era.

During his first season at
Angelo State, Esposito helped
facilitate the best turnaround in
NCAA Division II during the
1998-99 season by a rookie head
coach. He improved ASU’s win
total by six games, and the Rams
came away with their first win-
ning season since 1994-95.

He led the Rams to the Lone
Star Conference South Division
Championship, and the pro-
gram’s third NCAA Division II
Tournament berth during the
2000-01 season. Angelo State
won 13 of its final 16 games,
and racked up a 22-8 record. The
22 wins was equal to the 1983-
84 and 1987-88 squads for the
school’s single-season wins
mark, and the 11-1 conference
record matched the 1987-88
team for the best in school histo-
ry. For his efforts, Esposito was
named the LSC South Coach of
the Year.
During his time at ASU, he was

selected to coach the United
States team of NCAA Division
II All-Stars for America Sports
International during the summer
of 2005. The team captured the
gold medal at the Gianni Ernesto
Cup.

Esposito played a vital role for
the Tennessee State Tigers from
1995-98, and was responsible

for recruiting three Ohio Valley
Conference Freshman of the
Year award winners. His 1996-
97 and 1997-98 recruiting class-
es were ranked among the
nation’s top 30 by Hoop Scoop.
He also worked as an academic
counselor while at Tennessee
State.

He took over as interim head
coach at NCAA Division II
powerhouse Assumption
College in 1995 after a six-year
stint as assistant and associate
head coach. The Greyhounds
rattled off three straight
Northeast-10 Conference
Championships, and notched a
pair of NCAA Division II
regional appearances.
Assumption also set single-sea-
son records for wins and win-
ning streaks at the school with
Esposito on staff.

Esposito also worked as an

assistant coach at Roosevelt
High School in Hyde Park, New
York, a student assistant coach
at Marist College in
Poughkeepsie, New York, and
spent time as an assistant coach
at the Bay State and Empire
State games.

A native of The Bronx, New
York, Esposito received his
Bachelor of Science degree in
computer science in 1988 from
Marist College, and a Master of
Science degree in sports admin-
istration and coaching from the
United States Sports Academy
in Mobile, Alabama in 1990 –
graduating with a perfect 4.0
grade point average.
He and his wife Mary have two

sons, Jordan Michael and Jacob
O’Neal, along with two daugh-
ters, Shay Lynn and Harmony.

SAUL SMITH

Smith begins his first season as
assistant coach with the
Memphis Tigers after spending
the previous three seasons at
Texas Tech as the director of
video production and team video
coordinator.

While working with the Red
Raiders he assisted the staff in
breaking down game and prac-
tice video along with statistical
metrics.

This season will mark his 10th
season as an assistant coach,
including six seasons at
Minnesota. He oversaw the
Golden Gophers’ guard develop-
ment and ball handling improve-
ment. He developed five players
who would end their Minnesota
careers on the program’s 1,000-
point scoring list.

Prior to coming to
Minneapolis, Smith served as an
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