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LOS ANGELES, CA (RPRN)
04/07/15 —“My father told me
us kids don't understand free-
dom; all the liberties we have
and how we take things for
granted,” Ada Hurst said.  “He
passionately told me he would
fight and die for this country
again. He never spoke of how he
suffered the torture, other than
after a while of pain, the brain
protects the body and you feel
no pain.”

Background
April 9, 2015 marks the 73rd

anniversary of the Bataan Death
March.  The Japanese attacked
the Philippines on December 7,
1941, the same day it attacked
Pearl Harbor. Three days later,
the surprise attack was followed
by a full invasion of the main-
land of Luzon. By January 2,
1942, the Philippine capital of
Manila fell to the Japanese.
President Franklin Roosevelt
sent a message on February 20,
1942, ordering General Douglas
MacArthur to depart the
Philippines.  On March 11,
1942, General MacArthur left
the Corregidor Island by PT
boat, reaching the island of
Mindanao and from there--fly-
ing to Melbourne, Australia.
Japanese forces caused the sur-
render of American troops and
Filipinos at Bataan on April 9,
1942. This surrender was the
single largest one in the history
of American military forces.
An estimated 63,000 Filipinos
and 12,000 Americans were
forced to march over 60 miles
from Mariveles, on the southern
end of the Bataan Peninsula, to
San Fernando, Pampanga. Up to
15,000 Filipinos and 750
American soldiers died during
the march. Survivors were trans-
ported by rail from San
Fernando to prison of war
camps, where thousands more
died from disease, mistreatment
and starvation.  Many survived.
Some escaped and renewed
fighting until the 
Allied Forces were able to
recoup and later win the war.
One such survivor was Pablo E.
Gonzales.

Gonzales was born on January
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25, 1918 in Santa Ana,
Philippine Islands, near the capi-
tol of Manila.  His parents were
Cecilio and Lumenada
Gonzales. He had two siblings -
a brother, Celestino Gonzales
and a sister, Constancia.
Growing up, Pablo only
received a fourth-grade educa-
tion. He joined the U.S. Army at
the age of 19, as a private, on
September 18, 1937. On June 5,
1939, he married Cristina
Gialon. Their marriage produced
five children. During the war,
Pablo Gonzales served as a
Filipino Scout with Jose C.
Calugas Sr., who received the
Medal of Honor for his actions
during the Battle of Bataan.
Gonzales and Calugas both later
became American citizens and
captains in the U.S. Army.
On December 7, 1941, while a

sergeant with Troop A 26th
Calvary, Gonzales was stationed
at Fort Stotsenburg, Pampanga,
Philippines.  At 0830 the follow-
ing morning, commanding offi-
cer Captain Gerome McDavitt
alerted the base that the
Japanese Imperial Army had
invaded the Philippines and was
advancing on their location.
The following day, Gonzales,

along with other soldiers from
Fort Stotsenburg, engaged the
Japanese at different locations
from sugar plantations to bam-
boo groves.  They would fight
on the move from different loca-
tions every few days, due to
Japan’s superior numbers and
firepower. 

Early on January 6, 1942,
Gonzales and his squad were
assigned to re-establish severed
communication lines.  On this
day, the Japanese heavy-artillery
positions were established.
Heavy bombardment devastated
U.S. and Filipino troops, caus-
ing survivors to scatter through-
out the jungles.  The last two
surviving soldiers in Gonzales’
squad were wounded and taken
away.  Gonzales remained alone
and continued repairing the
communication lines.
Afterwards, he rejoined another
group of soldiers actively engag-
ing the Japanese.  During the
evening, Gonzales and the sol-
diers retreated into the jungles.
On January 23, 1942, Gonzales

received a Special Order that he
was to receive a citation for a
Silver Star due to his actions on

January 6th.  Later, in February,
U.S. Army soldiers and
Philippine Scouts regrouped and
fought the Japanese at Trail 9
Sayaayin Point in Bataan.  The
Japanese controlled surrounding
areas and conducted continual
artillery, and bombings through-
out the day and night.

On April 9, 1942, Gonzales’
commanding officer, Captain
Deruus, ordered his troops to
surrender to the Japanese.
Gonzales and all the soldiers
were taken prisoner and
marched to Bagac, Philippines.
April 9th was the start of the
Bataan Death March, a 60-plus-
miles march to San Fernando,
Pampanga.  On that day of the
march, numerous soldiers--espe-
cially Americans-- were behead-
ed.  Soldiers that were wounded,
weak, suffering from heat
exhaustion or walking too slow
would be bayoneted or behead-
ed.  Every twenty or thirty feet
of the road was littered with
dead bodies.  Japanese officers
on horseback would use their
Samurai swords to kill prison-
ers, did so, just for sport.  During
the march, a Japanese soldier
threw a grenade at the prisoners,
wounding Gonzales’ legs.  As
each day passed, bodies along
the side of the road increased.
On April 22, 1942, Gonzales
arrived at San Fernando,
Pampanga.  Thousands of  sol-
diers who started the march did
not make it to San Fernando.

On April 25, 1942, Gonzales
and the other survivors were
loaded into railroad freight cars
and transported to the concentra-
tion facility, named Camp

O’Donnell in Tarlac.  Hundreds
of soldiers died enroute.
Gonzales, being a sergeant, was
assigned to be in charge of a pla-
toon within the camp.
Gonzales’ father, Private First
Class Cecilio Gonzales, also a
Philippine Scout, was assigned
to his son’s platoon. On June 2,
1942, Cecilio Gonzales died of
illness and starvation.
Gonzales became seriously ill
with malaria, beriberi and
dysentery.  Disposing of bodies
became a problem for the
Japanese.  On September 1,
1942, Gonzales, nearing death
from the illnesses was taken out
of the prison to die elsewhere.
Gonzales, with the help of
unknown Filipinos, made it to
his mother’s house where she
did her best to care for him.
Some time during January or
February, 1942, medicine deliv-
ered by an American submarine
from Australia finally cured him
of his illnesses.
Gonzales regained his strength

and organized his guerilla squad.
Under the cover of darkness,
they started actively destroying
Japanese supply lines on a regu-
lar basis.  In June, 1943 he was
captured again by the Japanese.
Suspected of being a guerilla, he
was severely tortured.  Gonzales
convinced them that he was not
a guerilla and was released.  

During this time, Gonzales
stayed in hiding because the
Japanese were actively search-
ing for all military and possible
guerilla personnel.  On
September 22, 1944, the
American forces returned to the
Philippines and conducted the
first bombing raids against the
Japanese.  Gonzales met with
the arriving U.S. soldiers and
under the command of Major
Lapham, joined the guerilla
group named BRONCO
SQUAD 227. 
Gonzales led a guerilla group

and obtained intelligence on
Japanese movements, combat

strengths and conducted small
scale harassing attacks.  Some of
this information was relayed to
officers who advised not to
attack the Japanese.  Believing
the Japanese were massing
forces at a certain location,
Gonzales travelled a distance to
personally meet with Lieutenant
General A. Carlson, Battalion S-
2, 20th Infantry, 6th Army and
Captain Chase of the 26th
Calvary, Fort Stotsenburg.
Gonzales knew Captain Chase
from Stotsenburg and had some
credibility with him.  The infor-
mation was re-evaluated result-
ing in a major successful assault
against the Japanese.

During the day, part of
Gonzales guerilla activity
involved integrating into civilian
life.  He worked as a farmer with
his younger brother, Celestino,
in Munoz near Manila.  The
Japanese were always near, but
he was always friendly and
approached them first. There
was one area where the terrain
was always flooding.  At that
location, Gonzales helped push
and free Japanese military truck
convoys stuck in mud.  Along
with his fellow
guerillas, he would discreetly
check to see what kind of
weapons and supplies were
being transported.  Later that
evening, Gonzales’ group fol-
lowed and attacked the trucks
for weapons and supplies.

The American troops were now
in the Philippines in force and
the Japanese were being defeat-
ed.  On February 25, 1945,
Gonzales received orders to
report to San Fernando
Pampanga 12th Replacement
Battalion.   On March 4, 1945,
he officially became a member
of the regular U.S. Army at the
rank of Staff Sergeant, assigned
to an artillery unit.
Gonzales continued to aggres-

sively pursue the Japanese past
the official surrender in
September 1945. Japanese
troops were still conducting
organized attacks, unaware of
the surrender.  For his actions
during combat, Gonzales
received the Bronze Star.

After the War
Gonzales, now a Master

Sergeant, was commissioned a
Second Lieutenant on August
22, 1947.  On June 21, 1948, he
was promoted to First
Lieutenant.  Between October
1948 and February 1950, he was
stationed in Vienna, Austria, as a
general’s aide. In November
1951, Gonzales was stationed at
Fort Hood, Texas, assigned to
the 27th Armor Field Artillery.
Gonzales again went into com-
bat. He was deployed to Korea
during the Korean Conflict and
assigned to the 24th Artillery
Division. He received his sec-
ond Bronze Star for actions dur-

Profile: Pablo E. Gonzales, Filipino freedom
fighter and Bataan Death March survivor
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