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By Tim Birdsong,
Chief of Habitat 

Conservation, Inland
Fisheries - Texas Parks &

Wildlife
from thefishingwire.com

The official state fish,
Guadalupe Bass, has been
restored to the South Llano
River. Guadalupe Bass are
endemic to the South Llano
River and other clear, spring-fed
rivers of the Texas Hill Country.
They are threatened by loss of
habitat and hybridization with
non-native, introduced
Smallmouth Bass that are native
to the Great Lakes of North
America and portions of the
Ohio, Tennessee, upper
Mississippi, and Saint Lawrence
rivers. Smallmouth Bass have
been introduced throughout
North America, Africa, and
Eurasia to enhance sport fishing
opportunities.
This conservation success story

for Guadalupe Bass begins with
an ill-fated, experimental intro-
duction of Smallmouth Bass to
the South Llano River in 1958-
1960.  The introduction proved
unsuccessful in establishing a
self-sustaining Smallmouth Bass
fishery, but resulted in an
unforeseen and unintended con-
sequence of creating a hybrid
population of Guadalupe Bass
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and Smallmouth Bass. This
hybridization went unnoticed in
the South Llano River until sim-
ilar situations resulted from
stocking of Smallmouth Bass in
other Hill Country rivers.

In 1974-1980, Smallmouth
Bass were stocked by Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) in the Blanco,
Guadalupe, Medina and San
Gabriel rivers, and in Cibolo and
Onion creeks. Once hybridiza-
tion was detected and threats to
Guadalupe Bass were recog-
nized, TPWD ceased efforts to
establish Smallmouth Bass fish-
eries in Hill Country Rivers and
instead began to devise a strate-
gy to prevent the local extirpa-

tion and possible extinction of
Guadalupe Bass. Initial conser-
vation efforts included establish-
ment of a refuge population of
genetically-pure Guadalupe
Bass in the Sabinal River in
1988. In 1992, TPWD initiated a
Guadalupe Bass hatchery pro-
gram that has since produced
and stocked 2,355,807
Guadalupe Bass in Hill Country
Rivers.  TPWD also partnered
with local landowners, non-gov-
ernmental organizations, fishing
clubs, river authorities, and
other partners to restore and pre-
serve habitat conditions for
Guadalupe Bass in rivers
throughout the Hill Country.

In 2010, TPWD focused its
attention on the South Llano
River and the hybrid population
that resulted from the historic
Smallmouth Bass introduction.
In partnership with numerous
local cooperators, a plan was
hatched to restore Guadalupe
Bass to the South Llano River.
Between spring 2011 and spring
2017, more than 700,000 geneti-
cally-pure Guadalupe Bass were
stocked in the South Llano
River.  Today, less than 2 percent
of the Guadalupe Bass popula-
tion now consists of hybrids. 
In addition to the South Llano

River stocking program, project

The Guadalupe Bass is a
conservation success story

Please see sports page 4

“In 1974-1980, Smallmouth
Bass were stocked by Texas
Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) in the
Blanco, Guadalupe, Medina
and San Gabriel rivers, and
in Cibolo and Onion creeks.
Once hybridization was
detected and threats to
Guadalupe Bass were recog-
nized, TPWD ceased efforts
to establish Smallmouth Bass
fisheries in Hill Country
Rivers and instead began to
devise a strategy to prevent
the local ...”

NEW YORK, NY - Veteran
NFL reporter Jim Trotter has
joined NFL Media, it was
announced today. Trotter began
with NFL Media on April 1. He
will  contribute to NFL Network
and NFL.com in a multitude of
roles.

Trotter (@JimTrotter_NFL)
joins NFL Media from ESPN,
where he covered the NFL
nationally since 2014 and con-
tributed on multiple platforms.
His primary focus was on long-
form storytelling, including
pieces on Dallas Cowboys
owner Jerry Jones, Atlanta
Falcons standouts Julio Jones
and Matt Ryan, and new
Minnesota Vikings quarterback
Kirk Cousins. Trotter also

UofM Alumni Assoc. will
host Tiger Tailgate and
Scrimmage in Nashville 

Veteran reporter Jim Trotter trots in
to join NFL Media and NFL Network

reported extensively on player
activism and social justice. 

From 2007-14 Trotter was a
senior writer at Sports
Illustrated, where his work
included an in-depth look at the
rebuilding of the Oakland
Raiders after the passing of

iconic owner Al Davis and the
media's coverage of Washington
Redskins safety Sean Taylor's
death. Prior to Sports Illustrated,
Trotter spent 18 years with The
San Diego Union-Tribune,
among them eight seasons as the
lead beat writer for the San
Diego Chargers and four as a
national NFL columnist.

Trotter's work also includes
two books on the late Pro
Football Hall of Fame line-
backer Junior Seau, including
Junior Seau: The Life and Death
of a Football Icon (2015).
Currently, he is co-authoring a
book with Arizona Cardinals
wide receiver Larry Fitzgerald.
Trotter has been a member of the
Pro Football Hall of Fame selec-
tion committee since 2007 and
currently is president of the Pro
Football Writers of America.

The Howard University gradu-
ate currently lives in San Diego.

ABOUT NFL MEDIA
NFL Media is comprised of NFL

MEMPHIS, TN. – NBA 2K is
currently one of the most popu-
lar video games in the world,
and Grizz Gaming, the NBA 2K
League team of the Memphis
Grizzlies, recently announced
America’s Navy as the present-
ing partner of its inaugural sea-
son. Through mutual priorities
of competition, teamwork, and
modern technology, the partner-
ship aims to tell the story of
America’s Navy to the next gen-
eration of younger, digital-savvy
esports fans via nontraditional
avenues.

The partnership involves a com-
prehensive integration of
America’s Navy within all
aspects of the Grizz Gaming
team identity, including digital
content and featured brand
placement on both the virtual
jersey and team uniforms. In
addition, America’s Navy will
hold the naming rights to the
team’s soon-to-be-unveiled
practice facility as well as pre-
senting entitlement of the team’s
website among other forms of
presentation.

“I think the Navy and Grizz
Gaming, along with the entire
esports concept, is a great fit,”
said Captain Dave Bouve, Chief
Marketing Officer of America’s
Navy. “One of the important
things we have done is shift
away from many of the tradi-
tional media channels and delve
more into the digital realm, and
esports is a very natural exten-
sion of that. The ability to part-
ner with Grizz Gaming, located
right here in Memphis, and be a
part of a community building a
new sporting event from the
ground up is a very exciting

“All of us at Grizz
Gaming are thrilled to
partner with America’s
Navy,” said Grizz Gaming
General Manager Lang
Whitaker. “As the grand-
son of a Navy veteran, I
was raised to understand
the importance of team-
work, courage, honor and
respect, and these are all
values we want our Grizz
Gaming squad to reflect.”
“All of us at Grizz Gaming are

thrilled to partner with
America’s Navy,” said Grizz
Gaming General Manager Lang
Whitaker. “As the grandson of a
Navy veteran, I was raised to
understand the importance of
teamwork, courage, honor and
respect, and these are all values
we want our Grizz Gaming
squad to reflect.”

opportunity.”

America’s Navy will be aligned
with Grizz Gaming immediate-
ly, starting with the inaugural
NBA 2K League draft this
Wednesday, April 4 beginning at
noon. The occasion itself will
see to the establishment of the
first ever Grizz Gaming Draft
War Room, with Sailors on hand
to call in select picks to the
league, and America’s Navy will
present all coverage of the Grizz
Gaming draft experience.  

“We are extremely pleased and
excited for Grizz Gaming to tip
off with a dynamic presenting
partner in America’s Navy,” said
Jason Wexler, president of
Business Operations for Grizz
Gaming. “We look forward to
helping bring awareness to the
dedicated and vital work of the
men and women of the Navy in
building a connection with the
rapidly growing esports fanbase
as we launch the inaugural sea-
son of the NBA 2K League.”

ABOUT AMERICA’S NAVY

America’s Navy is the most
technologically advanced, mul-
tidimensional military force in
the world. With missions on
every front – in the air, on land
and at sea – the Navy’s wide-
ranging capabilities around the
globe encompass everything
from combat to peacekeeping to
humanitarian aid. Wherever a
military presence is needed, the

Navy is there. Whenever U.S.
involvement is required, the
Navy is often the first to deploy,
the first to engage, and the first
to help. Today, there are 273
ships in the Navy’s battle force.
Of the Navy’s 400,000 active
and reserve sailors, more than
70,000 are forward deployed to
support global operations. Each
year, the Navy attracts excep-
tional recruits who are ambi-
tious, courageous, seekers of
knowledge and adventure, and
eager to make a difference.

ABOUT THE NBA 2K
LEAGUE

The NBA 2K League is a pro-
fessional esports league co-
founded by the NBA and Take-
Two Interactive Software, Inc.
(NASDAQ:TTWO).  Launching
in 2018, the league will feature
the best NBA 2K players in the
world.  Each of the league’s 17
teams will draft players to com-
pete as unique characters in 5-
on-5 play against the other
teams in a mix of regular-season
games, tournaments and play-
offs.  The league will host try-
outs in early 2018, followed by a
draft in April and the season tip-
off in May.  For more informa-
tion about the NBA 2K League,
visit www.NBA2KLeague.com. 

For more information , visit-
GrizzGaming.com.

Trotter has been a mem-
ber of the Pro Football
Hall of Fame selection
committee since 2007 and
currently is president of
the Pro Football Writers
of America.
The Howard University
graduate currently lives in
San Diego.

Trotter's work also
includes two books on the
late Pro Football Hall of
Fame linebacker Junior
Seau, including Junior
Seau: The Life and Death
of a Football Icon (2015).
Currently, he is co-author-
ing a book with Arizona
Cardinals wide receiver
Larry Fitzgerald.

Network, NFL Films, NFL.com,
the NFL app and NFL RedZone.
Seven days a week, 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year, fans turn to
NFL Network to receive infor-
mation and insight straight from
the field, team headquarters,
league offices and everywhere
the NFL is making news.
Launched in 2003, NFL
Network gives fans unprece-
dented year-round inside access
to all NFL events, including the
Super Bowl, Playoffs, regular
season, preseason, Pro Bowl,
Pro Football Hall of Fame
induction weekend, NFL Draft,
NFL Scouting Combine, Senior
Bowl, league meetings, mini-
camps and training camps.

For fans on the go, all NFL
Network programming can also
be streamed live on smartphones
through the NFL app, as well as
other digital platforms through
Watch NFL Network on tablet
(Watch NFL Network and NFL
on Windows 10 apps), PC
(NFL.com/watch), Xbox One
and Xbox 360 (NFL on Xbox
app) and other connected TV
devices (NFL app on Apple TV,
PlayStation 4, Android TV and
Amazon Fire TV). 

Watch NFL Network access is
available for NFL Network sub-
scribers of participating TV
providers. For more informa-
tion, go to NFL.com/nflnetwork.  

Landers Center This Month –
April 2018
Friday, Apr. 6 – 7:00 p.m. –
RiverKings vs. Huntsville
Saturday, Apr. 7 – 7:00 p.m. –
RiverKings vs. Fayetteville
Friday, Apr. 20 – 7:00 p.m. –
Camelot (Landers Center
Theater)
Friday, Apr. 20 – 8:00 p.m. – Jon
Pardi
Saturday, Apr. 21 – Noon –
Camelot (Landers Center
Theater) 
Sunday, Apr. 22 – 2:00 p.m. –
Camelot (Landers Center

MEMPHIS, TN - The
University of Memphis Alumni
Association will host a tailgate
and Meet & Greet with Coach
Mike Norvell and the coaching
staff.  Tailgating will begin at 1
p.m. and the gates will open at
2:45 p.m. for the 3:00 p.m. to
5:00 p.m. scrimmage. 

The event is part of the Tiger
Tailgate and Scrimmage in
Nashville to be held at
Brentwood Academy, 219
Granny White Pike, in the sub-
urb of Brentwood, TN. 

Food and beverages will be pro-
vided. Participants are encour-
aged to stay and watch the Tiger
football scrimmage and get a
preview for the upcoming sea-
son. Please note that no alcohol
or outside food is permitted on
the Brentwood Academy cam-
pus.

For more information, contact
alumniassociation@memphis.ed
u or 901.678.2586. 
For information on Tiger sports,
visit gotigersgo.com 

 

April Schedule for Landers
Center in Southaven, MS

Theater)
Friday, Apr. 27 – 7:00 p.m. –
Camelot (Landers Center
Theater)
Saturday, Apr. 28 – 2:00 p.m.,
7:00 p.m. – Camelot (Landers
Center Theater)
Sunday, Apr. 29 – 2 p.m. –
Camelot (Landers Center
Theater)

For more information, connect
with Landers Center on:
twitter.com/LandersCenter
facebook.com/LandersCenter
instagram.com/LandersCenter
youtube.com/LandersCenter


