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front office 
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son.”

In his role with the Redbirds,
Voutsinas will oversee
Promotions, Marketing,
Corporate Sales, Premium Sales,
and Season Membership Sales.
He will work closely with
Redbirds President and General
Manager Craig Unger and will
play a key role in the develop-
ment and execution of the sales
and marketing vision of the
Redbirds.
“I am thrilled to have Mike join
our team,” Unger said. “The
leadership and experience Mike
brings to the Redbirds instantly
makes us a better organization.”

Prior to Auburn, Voutsinas
spent nearly 13 years with the
Triple-A Syracuse Chiefs, serv-
ing in roles as Director of Ticket
Sales, Director of Marketing and
Promotions, and Assistant
General Manager.

Voutsinas and his wife,
Kimberly, have two young chil-
dren and are looking forward to
moving to Memphis and becom-
ing active in the community.
Anderson Promoted

In addition, Mark Anderson,
who has been a member of the
Redbirds Front Office since
2006, has been promoted to
Senior Director, Stadium and
Baseball Operations. Anderson
has played a key role in improv-
ing the operation of AutoZone
Park, one of the most challeng-

ing ballparks in Minor League
Baseball to manage on a daily
basis, and has streamlined much
of the gameday workflow
around the stadium.
“Mark and his team have done
an amazing job of keeping
AutoZone Park one of the pre-
mier stadiums in the country,”
Unger said. “He has led us
through several construction
projects and continues to make
AutoZone Park a much more
efficient facility.”
Anderson joined the Redbirds

as a Box Office Intern in 2006
and was promoted full-time to
Group Sales Coordinator the fol-
lowing season. He then shifted
to Box Office Manager in 2008
and moved into stadium opera-
tions in 2009.
Anderson and his wife, Jennifer,
are the parents of a newborn son,
Owen.

The 2017 Redbirds take the
field for the first time on
Thursday, March 30 against the
St. Louis Cardinals in a “Battle
of the Birds” exhibition game.
Multiple season and mini-mem-
bership ticket options for the
2017 season are on sale now,
and all include the “Battle of the
Birds.”
For more information on season
memberships and mini-member-
ships, visit www.memphisred-
birds.com. For more information
on the “Battle of the Birds,” visit
www.memphisredbirds.com/bat
tleofthebirds.

mand of the French Army. There
should be room for one of the
Tanks used by the 761st “Black
Panther” Tank Battalion when
they became the first Allied
Force to cross the Rhine River
entering German in World War
II.  The current display includes
the Tuskegee Spirit Aircraft
hanging from the ceiling of the
facility.  Instead there should be
a P-51 Mustang like the ones
flown by the 99th Pursuit
Squadron when they escorted
the US bombers in route to
Germany. There should be a
mail room display such as the
one serviced by Black Women in
the 6888th Postal Battalion and
a World War II parachute to
introduce the history of the first
Black Paratrooper Battalion, the
Triple Nickles. How about
including a truck of the type
driven by the “Red Ball
Express” and a whale boat, like

the one used by the Black Coast
Guard Lighthouse Keepers in
WWII. There should be a dis-
play of the Black Marines in
action in the Pacific War
Theatre, the Black Nurses who
served in Liberia, and the Black
Engineering Battalion who con-
structed a portion of the
Alaska/Canadian Highway in
World War II. The displays
should acknowledge the 275th
Black Signal Battalion. They
hung telegraph lines in the jun-
gle of Panama. The 320th Anti-
Aircraft Barrage Balloon
Battalion who served on Omaha
Beach during the DD Invasion;
the Navy Black Steward Mates
should be presented in a service

environment. Seaman Dorie
Miller should be displayed man-
ning an anti-aircraft gun. 
There was no mention or sizable
notice of anything about the
Brownsville Incident.  It was a
racial incident that grew out of
tensions between whites in
Brownsville, Texas in 1906 and
Black Soldiers of the 25th
Infantry Regiment stationed at
nearby Fort Brown.  The inci-
dent resulted in  the dishonor-
able discharges of 167 enlisted
men.  The trial resulted in the
largest Military dismissal in the
history of the Armed Forces.
Colonel Charles Young is one of
the most significant Black
Soldiers to serve during the
Spanish American and World
War I Eras. However, the signif-

icance of his history is marginal-
ized in the presentation. 

The uniforms missing in the
museum’s current display are
more notable than the one’s
mounted. Missing are the uni-
forms and histories of the pio-
neer Generals and Admirals who
contributed to the day when we
had the nation’s first Black
Chairman of the Joint Chief of
Staff and Commander in – chief.
General Colin Powell’s uniform
while standing in splendor,
should be removed.  Standing
alone when so much is missing
regarding recognition of the oth-
ers is less than complimentary.
The following uniforms should
be added to that presentation:
Brigadier General Benjamin O.
Davis, Senior, USA - first Black

General Officer in the United
States Armed Forces; Lt.
General Benjamin O. Davis,
Junior, USAF - first Black
General Officer in the United
States Air Force; General
Roscoe Robinson, USA – first
Black Four Star General in
United States Military History;
General Daniel “Chappie”
James, USAF – the first Black
Four Star General in the United
States Air Forces; Brigadier
General Hazel W. Johnson, USA
– the first Black Woman General
in United States Military
History; Lt. General Frank
Peterson, USMC – the first
Black General in the United
States Marine Corps; Vice
Admiral Samuel L. Gravely,
USN – the first Black Admiral in
the United States Navy; Admiral
Paul Reason, USN – the first full
Admiral in the United States
Navy; General William E. Ward,
USA – the first Black General in
charge of the US/Africa
Command; Lt, General Arthur J.
Gregg, USA and Lt. General
Emmett Paige, USA – both
climbed the ranks from Privates
retiring as Three Stars Generals;
Major General Charles Rodgers,
USA – the only Black General
recipient of the Medal of Honor
and Colonel Charles Young, the
highest Black Officer in the
United States Armed Forces dur-
ing World War I.  There should
also be a few civilian suits in the
display: Clifford L. Alexander,
Jr. - the first Black Secretary of
the Army; Togo D. West, Jr. –
the second Black Secretary of
the United States Army; Former
Congressman Ronald V.
Dellums – the first Black
Chairman of the House of
Representatives Armed Services
Committee and the Honorable
Barack H. Obama, the first
Black Commander in-chief of
the United States Armed Forces.  
Borrowing a phrase from an old

friend of mine, Retired Sergeant
Samuel Waller, USCT,
“The What factors in history is

only important if you understand
Why.” The story still remains to
be told. 
In closing on a positive note, I

had the past opportunity to visit
the Imperial War Museum in

London, England a few years
ago. The purpose was to inven-
tory their photograph collection
on Black Military History. The
collection is extensive. The pho-
tographs were a part of the
United States Army’s Public
Relations Program as it related
to Black participation in World
War II.  Some of the photo-
graphs have never been seen in
the United States.  The Army
chose to give the materials to the
British Government as opposed

Charles Blatcher, III, chairman of the National Coalition of Black Veteran Organizations
and author of the Coalition’s report, is shown here (standing third from left) with fellow
Coalition members during their Black History Month tour of the Smithsonian National
Museum of African American History and Culture. (Photo/Courtesy of the National Coalition
of Black Veteran Organizations)

Foremost, our Military
History is too important for a
glossary presentation. Now
that the Museum has demon-
strated its inability to handle
the subject in its confined
space, we once again call for
a National Museum of
Minority Military History. A
presentation on the Buffalo
Soldiers alone could acquire
three thousand square feet.
The history of Colonel
Charles Young a (notable
history) could take up a siz-
able portion of that space. Missing are the uniforms

and histories of the pio-
neer Generals and
Admirals who contributed
to the day when we had the
nation’s first Black
Chairman of the Joint
Chief of Staff and
Commander in – chief.
General Colin Powell’s
uniform while standing in
splendor, should be
removed.  Standing alone
when so much is missing
regarding recognition of
the others is less than
complimentary. The fol-
lowing uniforms should be
added...

The purpose was to inven-
tory their photograph col-
lection on Black Military
History. The collection is
extensive. The photo-
graphs were a part of the
United States Army’s
Public Relations Program
as it related to Black par-
ticipation in World War II.
Some of the photographs
have never been seen in
the United States.  The
Army chose to give the
materials to the British
Government as opposed to
bring it home at the con-
clusion of the War.

to bring it home at the conclu-
sion of the War. 

The Coalition would like to
invite the National Museum of
African American History and
Culture, in Washington, DC and
the National Afro American
Museum of History and Culture
in Wilberforce, Ohio to work
with us to bring the pictorial col-
lection home to the United
States for a national tour. We
will ask our Coalition Partners
to host the collection on a tour
around the country.

For additional information con-
tact:  cnmmmf@aol.com
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