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Dec. 12: Reel Animals Fishing
Seminar featuring Captain Mike
Anderson and Mike Mahoney of
620 WDAE Radio, 7 p.m. at
Gator Ford off I-4 east of
Tampa, free food and drink. 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 2: International
Marina & Boatyard (IMBC)
Conference, New Orleans;
www.imbc@marinaassocia-
tion.com. 
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WASHINGTON, DC -- The
Navy recently authorized the
posthumous award of a combat
medal to a Sailor who was pres-
ent at Pearl Harbor during the
Japanese attack of Dec. 7, 1941,
officials announced Friday (Dec.
1).  
Secretary of the Navy Richard

V. Spencer awarded the Bronze
Star Medal with V device for
valor to Chief Boatswain’s Mate
Joseph L. George for heroic
achievement while serving
aboard the repair ship USS
Vestal (AR 4). George, a second
class petty officer at the time,
saved the lives of several Sailors
from the battleship USS Arizona
(BB 39). He survived the war
and retired from the Navy in
1955, but passed away in 1996.
The Bronze Star Medal will be

presented by Rear Adm.
Matthew J. Carter, deputy com-
mander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet,
to George’s daughter, Joe Ann
Taylor, on Dec. 7 during a 4:30
p.m. (Hawaii-Aleutian time)
ceremony at the USS Arizona
Memorial in Pearl Harbor.
"The presentation of the medals

is not only appropriate but sim-
ply the right thing to do," said
Spencer. "One of my highest pri-
orities is to honor the service
and sacrifice of our Sailors,
Marines, Civilians, and family
members and it is clear that Lt.
Schmitt and Chief George are
heroes whose service and sacri-
fice will stand as an example for

Memphis football history. The
Tigers’ previous post-Christmas
bowls were the 2005 Motor City
Bowl (Dec. 26, 2005) and 2015
Birmingham Bowl (Dec. 30,
2015).

Although Liberty Bowl
Memorial Stadium is the Tigers’
home during the regular season,
the AutoZone Liberty Bowl
game determines the home and
visiting teams and the location
of the participating institutions’
tickets. The Tigers will be allo-
cated tickets in sections 117-123
which will be priced at $85 each.
“This is a watershed day for the

AutoZone Liberty Bowl and the
entire Memphis community,”
AutoZone Liberty Bowl
Executive Director Steve
Ehrhart said. “As the home town
bowl game, we are proud to host
our home town University of
Memphis Tigers for the first
time in our 59-year history.
Congratulations to Coach Mike

Tigers football headed for Liberty Bowl
for first time ... from sports page 1

Military Honorees  in History 

Sec. of  Navy  Spencer awards the Bronze
Star Medal  to Chief Boatswain’s Mate
Joseph L. George for Pearl Harbor heroics

current and future service mem-
bers."
In addition to George’s Bronze

Star, the Secretary also awarded
the Silver Star Medal to Lt. j.g.
Aloysious H. Schmitt for action
at Pearl Harbor while serving on
the battleship USS Oklahoma
(BB 37).
In 1942 George was officially

commended by his commanding
officer following the attack, but

he was not awarded any medal.
Lauren Bruner and Don Stratton,
two of the USS Arizona Sailors
saved by George’s actions, peti-
tioned for him to be presented a
medal.
George’s family is happy to cel-
ebrate the heroism of their loved
one.
In keeping with the tendency of

World War II veterans, Taylor
says her father never really
talked about Pearl Harbor or
World War II when she was
growing up. But after he retired,
he started going to reunions and
that is when she began to get the
full story.

“It was kind of surreal. You
grow up with your dad thinking
of him as dad; you’re not used to
thinking of him as a hero,” said
Taylor. “But it’s a wonderful
story and I’m quite proud of
him. Plus I’ve gotten to know
the men he saved and have
developed a real bond with the
Stratton and Bruner families.”
As recounted in an oral history

interview conducted by the
University of North Texas on
Aug. 5, 1978, George said on
Dec. 7 he was settling down to
read the Sunday newspaper
when General Quarters (battle
stations) was sounded. That’s
when he realized there was an
attack underway. To get a better
sense of what was going on, he
went outside, and the first thing
he saw was a Japanese plane
going down. With no time to

think, his training kicked in and
he began to act.
With Japanese torpedoes pass-

ing under his ship then striking
Arizona, fires were breaking out
everywhere.  George recalled
that the first thing he did, with
help from several of his ship-
mates, was remove the awning
covering the guns so that Vestal
could fight back. Then he ran
across the deck from fire to fire
to help put them out.
Meanwhile, Arizona was taking

a pounding with explosions and
fires encircling the Sailors on
her decks.  
There were “people over on the

Arizona that were trying to get
off, and there was fire all
around,” George said. “I threw a
line over.” 
After securing the line as best he
could, George returned to fight-
ing fires and controlling damage
aboard Vestal.  When it became
apparent Arizona was doomed,

Norvell and the Tigers on a great
season. We invite all Tiger fans
and alumni to join the Tigers in
celebrating their season and the
wonderful accomplishments of

this year’s Tiger team at the
AutoZone Liberty Bowl.”
Fans are strongly encouraged to

buy tickets directly from the
Tiger Ticket Office, as all pur-
chases made through the UofM
go towards the minimum ticket
requirements of the AutoZone
Liberty Bowl. Tickets may be
purchased online at
GoTigersGoTix.com or via
phone at 901-678-2331. 
Tickets may also be reserved in

person at the Tiger Ticket Office
located at 570 Normal Street in
the Penny Hardaway Hall of
Fame.  All tickets will be allo-
cated based on Tiger
Scholarship Fund (TSF) dona-
tion level and priority points.
Fans that have already reserved

AutoZone Liberty Bowl tickets
via their online account do not

need to reorder their tickets, as
those tickets are already in their
account.
“I know Tiger nation loves this

football team and now our fans
have one last chance to support
their Tigers,” Athletic Director
Tom Bowen said. “We look for-
ward to being back in the
Liberty Bowl and to offering
this class of Tigers one last
chance to play in front of what
we expect to be a great Memphis
crowd.  We ask our fans to sup-
port the program by purchasing
tickets through our ticket office
to help us maximize this experi-
ence for our student-athletes.”

The match-up with Iowa State
marks the third-straight season
Memphis plays a Big 12
Conference opponent. In 2015
and 2016, the Tigers played a

home-and-home series with the
Kansas Jayhawks and won both
contests.

In its history, Memphis has a
3-3 all-time record against cur-
rent members of the Big 12
Conference. In addition to
Kansas, the Tigers have played
Kansas State (1-2 record) and
TCU (0-1). Memphis and TCU
played in 2002 when both were
members of Conference USA.

The Tigers have never faced
Iowa State.

This is an undated photo of
Chief Boatswain's Mate
Joseph L. George from ear-
lier in his career. After
enlisting in 1935, George
was assigned to the repair
ship USS Vestal which was
moored alongside USS
Arizona (BB 39) when the
Japanese attack began on
Dec. 7, 1941. (Photo Courtesy
of George Family/Released)

With Japanese torpedoes
passing under his ship then
striking Arizona, fires were
breaking out everywhere.
George recalled that the first
thing he did, with help from
several of his shipmates, was
remove the awning covering
the guns so that Vestal could
fight back. Then he ran
across the deck from fire to
fire to help put them out.

George assisted with getting
Vestal underway and away from
the burning and fast-sinking bat-
tleship. Arizona lost 1,177
crewmembers during the attack.
Vestal lost seven.

George went on to serve
throughout the war and retired in
1955 as a chief petty officer after
twenty years in the Navy.
The Naval History and Heritage
Command, located at the
Washington Navy Yard, is
responsible for the preservation,
analysis, and dissemination of
U.S. naval history and heritage.
It provides the knowledge foun-
dation for the Navy by maintain-
ing historically relevant
resources and products that
reflect the Navy's unique and
enduring contributions through
our nation's history, and sup-
ports the fleet by assisting with
and delivering professional
research, analysis, and interpre-
tive services. NHHC is com-
posed of many activities includ-
ing the Navy Department
Library, the Navy Operational
Archives, the Navy art and arti-
fact collections, underwater
archeology, Navy histories, ten
museums, USS Constitution
repair facility and the historic
ship Nautilus.

For more news from Naval
History and Heritage Command,
visit www.history.navy.mil.

“This is a watershed day for
the AutoZone Liberty Bowl
and the entire Memphis com-
munity,” AutoZone Liberty
Bowl Executive Director
Steve Ehrhart said. “As the
home town bowl game, we
are proud to host our home
town University of Memphis
Tigers for the first time in our
59-year history.
Congratulations to Coach
Mike Norvell and the Tigers
on a great season. We invite
all Tiger fans and alumni to
join the Tigers in celebrating
their season and the wonder-
ful accomplishments of this
year’s Tiger team at the
AutoZone Liberty Bowl.”

For more stats and facts on
UofM sports, detour to

gotigersgo.com

Tigers experience the
agony of slim defeat
from sports page 1
UCF
Rushing
Darrell Henderson/15 carries-
109 yds-TD
Otis Anderson/16 carries-117
yds-TD
Passing
Riley Ferguson/471 yds-4 TD
McKenzie Milton/494 yds-5 TD
Receiving
Anthony Miller/14 rcpt-195 yds-
3 TD
Tre’quan Smith/6 rcpt-161 yds-
2 TD
Tackles
Curtis Akins/12 tackles-8 solo-
0.5 TFL
Pat Jasinski/13 tackles-8 solo-
1.5 TFL

How It Happened
•  The Tigers held a 31-24 half-
time lead, but UCF battled back
to regain the advantage at 38-34
on a Tre’Quan Smith 34-yard
TD pass from McKenzie Milton.
•  UCF then pushed further
ahead with the game’s next 10
points to build a 48-34 lead five
minutes into the fourth quarter.
•  The Tigers, though, did not go
away.
•  A Tony Pollard 66-yard TD
scamper cut the Knights’ lead in
half at 48-41 with 9:02 left.
•  After the Memphis defense
forced a UCF punt, the Tigers

Please see sports page 3


