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Dec. 12: Reel Animals Fishing
Seminar featuring Captain Mike
Anderson and Mike Mahoney of
620 WDAE Radio, 7 p.m. at
Gator Ford off I-4 east of
Tampa, free food and drink. 
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Coach Mike Norvell

2018 is nearing... to advertise in The Mid-South Tribune 
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Editor’s Note: Below are high-
lights from UofM Football
Head Coach Mike Norvell’s
press conference held on
Monday, Nov. 27.

***

Coach Mike Norvell’s
Opening Statement:

I just want to start off by saying
thank you to all of Tiger Nation
that came out to the game on
Saturday for Senior Day. It was
definitely a special moment, a
special day, to see the celebra-
tion of our senior class, who
positioned themselves as the
winningest group of seniors to
ever come through this program.
To go out and play at the level
that they did, just as a football
team, we’ve talked all season
long, ‘no distractions.’
Continuing to progress, to go out
and to play at the level, and with
the emotion, everything that’s
involved in that day, to finish
undefeated at the Liberty Bowl
for the first time in our program
history was pretty special. Our
guys, it was fun to see them all
celebrating together there after-
wards, but we got in the locker
room, it wasn’t too crazy,
because we knew that our jour-
ney hasn’t ended yet. It comes to
this week, championship week,
where every game that we’ve
had leading up to this point put
us in a position to be in this
game. We know the opponent,
obviously having to go back out
on the road against an undefeat-
ed Eastern Division champion,
one that’s played at an excep-
tionally high level, we know it’s
going to be a heck of a game. It’s
going to take our best effort, we
have to have a great week of
preparation, and I know our
guys are excited about the
opportunity. We started off the
week well, we had a great intro
there Sunday night, today’s our
guys’ off day, but we’ll be back
at it tomorrow, getting ready to
put together our plan. We’re
excited for the opportunity to be

in this game, competing against
a great team. 

Are the players anxious to
have rematch with UCF?
Most definitely. I think after the
game there in Orlando, early in
the season, I said it after the
game, we were embarrassed. We
didn’t feel like we played to the
best of our abilities. All credit
went to Central Florida because
they caused a lot of that. We
turned the ball over four times in
the game, lost possession on a
kick off return, we didn’t score
in the red zone, things that you
can’t do against a great team. I
knew it going into the game, I
said it during the weekly press
conference before it, that was a
championship caliber team that
we were playing. I think that’s
been proven correct over the
past 11 weeks, and with how
Central Florida’s been progress-
ing through their season.
They’ve played in some close
games, they’ve been dominant
in just about every single one of
them. And then you saw last
week in their rivalry game that
they had, finding a way to be
successful in a game that went
back and forth. We’ve got our
hands full. Our guys, they know
there’s no need to talk about it.
We’ve got to go out there and
prepare, we’ve got to put our-
selves in a position to be able to
have success. But when you’re
playing against another champi-

onship caliber team, you can’t
make those kinds of mistakes
that’ll cost you. We’re looking
forward to the opportunity.

Does the game plan change
this time?

I think we have a better sense of
who we are. That was our fourth
game of the season, it was
Central Florida’s third game of
the season, it was early in the
season, and we were still trying
to find out who we were going
to be. I know defensively, we
had a lot of first- or second-time
starters in that game, we had
communication things that were
not as clean as they needed to
be. But as the season progresses,
you see the cohesion of our foot-
ball team. We’ve had to make
some changes, our team adapted
a little bit to the strengths and
talents that we’ve shown and
displayed throughout this year.
You also see that on Central
Florida’s team. You look at their
offense, they started off
extremely fast this year, and
they’ve continued to get better
as the year’s gone on because I
mean, you look at their quarter-
back, he’s got a second full sea-
son under his belt now. He’s
playing at such a high level, the
weapons they have at receiver,
the run game, in every aspect of
their football team, they’ve
improved, and it’s a complete
team that we’re playing. That’s
something that with our team, as
our season has gone on, and with
each opportunity we’ve had, I
feel we’ve also progressed, it’s
going to be a great matchup.
We’re going to look at things
that we’ve done well throughout
the season, obviously we’ve got
to have a specific plan, in a
sense that we have to prepare for
what we’re going up against, but
at the end of the day, our focus
still has to be on us. We’ve got to
make sure we don’t turn the
football over, we’ve got to com-
municate at a high level. And
being on the road, it’s going to

be a hostile atmosphere, we’ve
got to make sure that everything
with regards to how we’re exe-
cuting is on point. But that’s the
great thing about college foot-
ball, there are plenty of coaches,
plenty of schools that don’t get
this opportunity to play a cham-
pionship game. I think we’re one
of 14 teams that are even prac-
ticing this week, for this oppor-
tunity. It’s a humbling experi-
ence that we get to go through,
but it’s one that I think our play-
ers have earned. We’re going to
throw everything we have at it,
and we’re going to hope that we
can make enough plays to put
ourselves in a position to
achieve success. 

With so many injuries early in
the year, do you feel like this
roster has grown, because of
the guys that have been forced
to be in certain situations?

No question. You see this with
most teams that go through the
season, we’ve talked throughout
this year, you’ll see teams across
college football, that midway
through the season, they either
get complacent where they are,
whether they’ve achieved suc-
cess thus far or maybe they’ve
had some setbacks. Then you’ll
see teams that are hungry and
passionate about getting better
each and every day. That’s one
thing I think our team has
learned from every experience,
good, bad, and indifferent.
We’ve been up big in games and
had to hold on, we’ve had some
games where we’ve been down.
You look at Houston, the experi-
ence there, we went on the road
to Central Florida, didn’t play
our best game, that was one we
had to learn some lessons from
that, in how we prepare, what
our mindset has to be. And I
think our team, whether it was
some of the inexperienced play-
ers, or some of our senior veter-
ans, realized that we’re all in this
process together. You have to
continue to grow. That’s one of
the things I’ve been most proud

of about this team, we’ve
responded to every situation to
put ourselves in a position to
play in this game. 

Do you think UCF should be
playing for a playoff spot this
week?

I’ll tell you, going into this game
at the beginning of the year, I
said it, they are a championship
caliber team. I’ve been fortunate
to have been able to coach in dif-
ferent conferences, at different
places, and I know that in our
conference, the elite teams in
our conference this year are very
talented, they’re well coached.
They’ve played at a high level,
regardless of who they’ve been
asked to play. We’ve shown
well. This Central Florida team,
I think they’ve maximized every
opportunity, whether they’ve
been on the road against a Big
10 opponent, whether they’ve
been at home, regardless of cir-
cumstance. You watch the game
last week against South Florida,
that was one of the most exciting
games in college football this
season, but they have really
good football players. They have
a defensive front that I think is
arguably as good as you’ll find,
they’re going to be in that con-
versation. You look at their cor-
ners, their secondary, Mike
Hughes is one of the most
dynamic returners in the game. I
think we have one of the most
dynamic returners in the game.
You want to see a great assem-
bly of players, you watch that
game at 11 o’clock on Saturday
in Orlando. These are two really
good football teams, whether or
not they should be in the playoff
conversation, that’s for the com-
mittee to be able to view. I know
that we’re playing a football
team that regardless of what
conference they’re in, they
would achieve a high level of
success, and I think the same
could be said for our football
team. I love the guys that we
have, and I think it’s going to be
a heck of a matchup.

MEMPHIS, TN – Memphis
Grizzlies General Manager
Chris Wallace  announced on
Monday, Nov. 27 that the organ-
ization has relieved David
Fizdale of his head coaching
duties. Grizzlies associate head
coach J.B. Bickerstaff has been
named interim head coach.

Fizdale was named the 13th
head coach in franchise history
on May 29, 2016 and compiled a
50-51 record (.495) during his
two seasons in Memphis,
including a 7-12 record (.368)
this season.
“After a thorough evaluation, I

decided a change in course was
necessary to move forward and
provide the team and organiza-
tion its best chance at success
this season and beyond,”
Wallace said. “Coach Fizdale
represented the Grizzlies and
City of Memphis proudly, and
we wish him well as he contin-
ues his career.”
“Coach Fizdale worked tireless-

"He's been as big a reason for
the growth of the NFL as any-
body in the last 25 years that I
could possibly think of.”– Tony
Romo

NFL Network's Emmy-nomi-
nated series A Football Life con-
tinues Friday, December 1 at
8:00 PM CT with a profile of
Pro Football Hall of Fame

Jerry Jones profiled on ‘A Football Life’

Please see sports page 3 

Grizzlies relieve
Coach Fizdale

ly to achieve on-court success,
and for that, we are grateful. We
wish him and his family all the
best in the future,” Grizzlies
Controlling Owner Robert J.
Pera said. “We remain focused
on achieving sustainable, long-
term success.”
Before joining the Grizzlies as

associate head coach in June
2016, Bickerstaff served five
seasons (2011-16) with the
Houston Rockets, originally as
an assistant coach and then as
interim head coach, guiding the
Rockets to a 37-34 record (.521)
to close the 2015-16 season with
a berth in the 2016 NBA
Playoffs. His previous NBA
coaching experience also
includes four seasons (2007-11)
as an assistant coach with the
Minnesota Timberwolves and
three seasons (2004-07) as an
assistant coach with the
Charlotte Bobcats under his
father, Bernie Bickerstaff.

owner of the Dallas Cowboys
Jerry Jones.
(Check your local cable and
satellite provider for channel
designation)
The one-hour show produced

by NFL Films features sitdown
interviews with Jones, family
members, Pro Football Hall of
Famers Michael Irvin, Deion
Sanders, Troy Aikman, Emmitt

Smith and Charles Haley, former
Cowboys head coaches Jimmy
Johnson and Barry Switzer, for-
mer Cowboys quarterback Tony
Romo and more.
When Jerry Jones purchased the
Dallas Cowboys in 1989, he ful-
filled his personal dream of
owning a professional football
team. In the 28 years since,
Jones has built on that dream,
transforming the Cowboys into
the most valuable sports fran-
chise in the world. Jerry Jones:
A Football Life examines Jones'
life and the profound impact the

Hall of Fame owner has had on
the National Football League. 
Among the topics discussed in
Jerry Jones: A Football Life are: 
•His induction into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in 2017 
•Defeating the No. 1-ranked
University of Texas football
team in 1964 while playing at
the University of Arkansas and
the impact it had on his life  
•Passing on the opportunity to
buy the San Diego Chargers
before the merger between the
NFL and AFL
•Buying the Dallas Cowboys in

1989 and making the controver-
sial move to fire legendary head
coach Tom Landry
• His relationship with former
Dallas Cowboys head coach
Jimmy Johnson 
•Making the bold moves to trade
for Charles Haley and sign
Deion Sanders in free agency  

Emmy-nominated actor Josh
Charles narrates.
Jerry Jones: A Football Life
includes interviews with the fol-
lowing people and more:
Jerry Jones
Gene Jones – Wife 
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