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Fishing
schedule

from 
thefishingwire.com
Got an event? Send it to

frank@thefishingwire.com.
Now- Nov. 30: Jersey Shore
Beach N Boat Fishing
Tournament.  From Raritan Bay
to Delaware Bay. 8 inshore
species.  Entry $20.
www.BeachNBoat.com. 
Apr. 1 - Nov. 30: Jersey Shore

Beach N Boat Fishing
Tournament.  From Raritan Bay
to Delaware Bay. 8 inshore
species.  Entry $20.
www.BeachNBoat.com. 

Oct. 27 - Oct. 30: National
Association of Sporting Goods
Dealers Annual Convention,
New Orleans;
https://www.cteusa.com/nasgw5 

Oct. 30 - Oct. 31: Crappie Masters
2016 Early Bird National Qualifier,
Grenada Lake, Grenada, MS,
www.crappiemasters.net 

Nov. 15 - Nov. 18: Marine
Dealers Conference, Orange
County Convention Center,
Orlando, FL; www.mraa.com.  
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For more on U of M 901 Club, detour to 901 Club.com

For the record with ...  Justin Fuente 
Editor’s Note: This is a tran-
script of a press conference held
by the University of Memphis
head coach Justin Fuente  on
Oct. 19, 2015.

DESTINY
By T.D. Jakes

now available wherever books are sold

or visit

destinythebook.com  

Watch for the Fall edition of 
The Mid-South GOSPEL Tribune 

Travel on the Religion lane on the
Book and Religion lane on the 

Black Information Highway at 
www.blackinformationhighway.com
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Coach Justin Fuente

Opening Statement
“We had a fantastic event last
Saturday for the city and the
community. The turnout was
incredible and the game was
really good. A good win for our
kids and now the real work
begins. We have to turn the page
in a very short length of time. As
I told you guys last week, win or
lose, we got to be able to turn the
page after Ole Miss to prepare
for Tulsa in this short week.
Tulsa is a very explosive team.
They are in the top 2 or 3 in the
country in yards and points
offensively. They play in a simi-
lar fashion to Bowling Green.
We have a great challenge on
both sides of the football. It’s
important to have our kids ready
for this week. We need great
leadership from coaches and
players to set the tone and how
we go about our work. We have
to put the past behind us and
move forward to try to win at
Tulsa.”

Fuente on the excitement
after the game from the fans
and community….
“I walked out and there were a
lot of people still at the stadium
having a good time. I did not
have to go celebrate with them
to take pride in that. So, I head-
ed home and I thought it was
pretty cool that there were still a
bunch of people after the game

hanging out and having a good
time celebrating the victory.
Then what happens when you
get home is your phone starts to
blow up. I told Paxton this
morning I just called my wife
and told her if needs me, to call
the office. I turned my phone off
and put it in the drawer. It was
an outpouring support from
coaches, former players, and
people in the community want-
ing to say “job well done”. I
returned every single phone call
and it was really nice.
“The thing that sticks out the

most is it is one thing when
somebody says ‘good job coach’
or ‘nice win’ but it’s another
thing for somebody to say (and I
don’t take credit for this) “thank
you for what you have done for
this city” that rings a different
tone. It is not just me doing this.
It’s a group of kids, group

coaches, group of administra-
tors, and a university. So, that is
taking it differently than ‘nice
win coach’.”
Fuente discusses distractions

amongst his team…..
“In the team meeting yesterday I
was as honest as I could be with
our kids. I told them I called
coaches Mack Brown and Gary
Patterson and talk to them about
how to handle these types of
things. They gave great advice.
The bottom line was I stood in
front of them and told them the
only way I know how to do this
in our own personally to give it
to you actually straight. We
talked about the win and what it
meant for the city.
“The important part for what it

means for our team … After sev-
eral wins I walked in the locker
room and the kids are singing,
dancing, and having a good
time. Never have I walked into
the locker room during halftime
and seen them singing and danc-
ing. So that’s where we are at
right now. We are at halftime of
this season and we have a lot of
work to do. We have accom-
plished great things. We have to
move forward. This was the tone
or message I was trying to get
across to them. I told them that
there are going to be distrac-
tions. There are going to be peo-
ple pulling and tugging at you
and people tugging at me. ‘We
have to get together guys and we
have got to stay focused at the
task at hand.’”
Fuente on the defense…… 

“I think two things stood out just
in generally terms. One we got
pressure on the quarterback
while still holding up in the run
game. After the first two drives
of the game against Ole Miss,
we kept the ball in front of us. I
know Treadwell caught some
slants passes and some balls
underneath. We gave up yardage
there but we did not give up the
big plays. You have to be careful

On Saturday, November 7 (9
p.m. CT)  on Iyanla Fix My
Life, Iyanla Vanzant helps
Olympic figure skater Debi
Thomas -- the first African
American to win a medal at the
Winter Olympics -- who after
achieving fame is now living in
a bug-infested trailer with her
boyfriend, who has admitted to
struggling with alcohol.

The episode airs on OWN:
Oprah Winfrey Network. Check
your local cable network for
channel designation.

with those guys. It’s like playing
with dynamite because they are
so talented and they can pile it
on very quickly on you. So, you
have to do a good job against
them. I like the confidence the
defense played with and the way
they were able to get in the back-
field to stop the run. After the
first two drives, the defense was
able to adjust and prevent the
big plays from happening.”
Fuente on how the program

has changed over the few short
years…
“I think it is pretty simply. I
think it was a core group of kids
that believed in the program
when others did not believe in
the program. They did exactly
what we asked them to do. It
started with a core group of kids
but it just was not enough of
them. It wasn’t that we did not
have a core group. Some of them
were seniors when we started
but set great examples. Some of
them were sophomores, but
there was a good core group of
kids that held on through the
tough times. 
Fuente on Tulsa’s football
team…
“They are much more mature
than last year. Their quarterback
is back and he has got game
experience. They got good skill
kids and Keyarris Garrett is a
big wide receiver from East
Texas that we had in camp when
we were at TCU that I really
liked. He was injured last year
and did not play in the game
against us. He is a special play-
er; he is about 6’4, and such a
great football player. 

They have been able to run and
throw the ball well. On defense,
they have come into their own
and they have gotten better these
past couple of weeks. They are
playing hard and they believe in
what they are doing.
Offensively, they are as good as
anybody in America.”

Fuente and
Lynch get

added
accolades 

University of Memphis Coach
Justin Fuente has been named
The Dodd Trophy Coach of the
Week while Paxton Lynch has
been named the Offensive
Player of the Week by the
Tennessee Sports Writers
Associations. Both awards were
announced on Tuesday.

Officials from the Bobby Dodd
Coach of the Year Foundation
and the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl
announced Fuente’s recognition.

The award honors the football
coach whose program embodies
The Dodd Trophy’s three pillars:
scholarship, leadership and
integrity, while also enjoying
success on the playing field dur-
ing the previous week.

“It is a very exciting time for
Memphis Football right now and
Coach Fuente is a big reason for
that,” said Jim Terry, Chairman
of the Bobby Dodd Coach of the

Please see sports page 4

Olympic skater
Debi Thomas

falls from grace
to trailer


