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Got an event? Send it to
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Sept. 15 - Sept. 16: CCA All-
Release Photo Challenge on
Tampa Bay out of Tampa Bay
Watch in Tierra Verde, entry
$100; (813) 943-8993.. . 

Sept. 30 - Oct. 1: IFBBA
Tournament at Lake of the
Ozarks out of Runaway II
Resort, entry $400 per team;
www.ifbba.com. 

Oct. 14 - Oct. 15: California
B.A.S.S. Nation State Team
Qualifier #4, Lake Nacimiento,
Paso Robles, CA,
www.calbn.com
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Coach Mike Norvell

On the Record with Coach Norvell: Analysis
on the University of Memphis vs. UCF game
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MEMPHIS, TN – Junior defend-
er Olivia Gauthier of the No. 18
University of Memphis
women’s soccer team has been
named the American Athletic
Conference Defensive Player of
the Week this week after helping
lead the Tigers to a pair of
shutout victories at the Music
City Invitational. Goalkeeper
Rachel Ashworth Shepard was
also recognized this week and
was placed on the Weekly Honor
Roll. 

Gauthier was named to the
Music City Invitational All-

Editor’s Note: Below is the
transcript of UofM head coach
Mike Norvell’s weekly press
conference highlights on the
upcoming UCF game. The
press conference was held
September 4. At press time
UofM, Athletics Dept.
announced that due to
Hurricane Irma, the UCF
game was moved to September
8. See details on sports page 1.

***
Opening statement

“I’m excited about being 1-0.
Even though it was played in
some unique conditions, I’m
excited about what our guys
were able to get accomplished.
Going through the pregame and
everything leading up to kickoff
was unique because of the
weather, the wind and the rain. It
was somewhat distracting for
our guys. It was the first time
that we didn’t do the Tiger Walk
just because of the conditions
that were there. It changed our
normal routine but I thought
they handled it really well. 

We started fast and created a
takeaway on the opening kick-
off. We were able to establish
the running game and getting a
lot of positives that came out of
the game. We still have a lot of
areas that we need to improve on
how we finished. I thought there
was a little bit of a lull there late.
It was definitely great to finish
up 1-0. Our guys really went out
and competed hard. It gives us a

great opportunity to learn from
and build towards this week.

The game did come at a cost
with a couple of players that
went down. Jared Gentry and
Darien Porter will both miss the
rest of the season. Jackson
Dillon we are going to continue
to evaluate and he’ll be out this
week. We will see how he pro-
gresses and make a determina-
tion on what his immediate
future looks like in the next
coming weeks. The rest of the
guys, as the week goes on and
we’ll see where they are in the
rehabilitation. I definitely hate it
for Darien and Jared. 

I’m looking forward to this
week. It’s the conference opener.
This is one that we understand
the importance of this game.
This is a game that we have
spent a lot of time on this sum-
mer as a staff, making sure that

we had our advanced scouting
and work preparing for this
opportunity. The home opener
and the conference opener are
two big keys for us. Having to
go on the road to a team that I
believe is one of the best in our
conference. I have a tremendous
amount of respect for Coach
Frost and the job that he does.
Their offense, defense, special
teams and in every phase we are
going to play an explosive team.
Last week they showcased that
in their win over Florida
International. They were domi-
nant in every phase of the game.
This is a team that is a champi-
onship level team in my opinion.
It’s going to take us going and
playing our best game and it will
definitely be a dog fight until the
end. Our kids are excited about
the preparation. Having a few
extra days is good, letting our
bodies heal up a little.”

Playing a similar high 
tempo style

“The good thing is at least we
see tempo, for our defense.
Every tempo team is different
and unique. As we are going out
there to play, it won’t be the first
time our guys line up to tempo.
We try to do it every single day
in practice. There are some new
challenges for our scout teams to
make sure that we get the exact
look of what we can expect to
see from UCF. Going at that
speed is something that we are
going to have to do a great job of
this week and be efficient in our

work and preparation. What
makes it challenging is the quar-
terback that they have, the big
guys up front and a lot of the
skill position players are very
explosive. They do a great job
with their schemes and how they
attack defenses.”

The upcoming weather
forecast

“We can’t control the weather
and I don’t know where that’s at
right now for Saturday. We have
played in a rain game so far this
season so we’ve got that under
our belt. We can’t control any of
those factors but we have to pre-
pare for every situation.
Regardless of if the forecast is
sunny, we would still work on
our wet ball drills. We always
want to be prepared for those sit-
uations. We have to focus on
what we can control.”

How the weather affected
Riley Ferguson and the

passing game
“I think it was challenging, espe-
cially in the first half. Both
teams really struggled in the first
half to throw the football. He
was never able to get into a
rhythm and get himself settled
into that. I think I could have
done a better job of helping him
do that at times. As we went
back and looked at it, we got in
the second half and I thought he
did a nice job. There was that
third quarter drive where he hit
Phil Mayhue and Kedarian
Jones, got the ball out to

Anthony Miller and that got him
into a rhythm. We were able to
score I think a field goal on that
drive. It did affect him. Being
around Riley for every game last
season and the time that we
have, I know how he will
respond. I know what I can
expect from him. 

I was really pleased at the end
of it and as a coach, our passing
game wasn’t we are used to but
we were able to carry a game,
score points and have a lot of
production on the ground. That
was something we needed to
happen. I’m excited about the
growth that we have seen in that
regard and we are going to have
to be balanced this week and the
rest of the season to do what we
would like to accomplish.”

On UCF quarterback
McKenzie Milton…

“He threw for 360 yards and
four touchdowns. He has an
extremely quick release and he
is accurate. What makes him so
challenging is when things break
down. He had a couple of those
touchdowns where he kept the
play alive and a receiver got lost.
We have to do a tremendous job
of making sure we match up
with their receivers. If he
extends a play we have to try to
make sure we keep him con-
tained as best that we can.  If
they do get on the perimeter we
have to be accountable to our
man and our area not to give up
any cheap ones.”

UofM survives Harvey winds 
to win opener ... from sports page 1
Harvey hit the Mid-South and
hit it hard. The storm dropped
nearly 5 inches of rain in the
area. The deluge continued
throughout most of the game. So
much so that the actual crowd at
the game was just over 10,000. 
The Tigers did not let that stop

them. The Tigers used a ground
attack due to the conditions.
They ran for over 300 yards.
Running back Darrell
Henderson ran for 169 yards, a
career best. The Tigers used
their running attack to build a
20-7 halftime lead. The game
was broken open when Tony
Pollard returned the second half

kickoff 99 yards to put the
Tigers up 27-7. It was his 3rd
kick return for a touchdown in
his career.
The storm may have provided

some good rehearsal for the

team. 
The Tigers next travel to

Orlando to meet conference foe
Central Florida. Depending on
the track of Hurricane Irma, the
team may be facing similar con-
ditions for that contest. After the
game Coach Norvell referring to
next week said, "We can't con-
trol the weather and I don't know
where that's at right now for
Saturday. We have played in a
rain game so far this season so
we've got that under our belt. We
can't control any of those factors
but we have to prepare for every
situation."

The Tigers did not let that
stop them. The Tigers used a
ground attack due to the con-
ditions. They ran for over
300 yards. Running back
Darrell Henderson ran for
169 yards, a career best. The
Tigers used their running
attack to build a 20-7 half-
time lead. 

Email sports news and photos to MSTsports@prodigy.net

kick return yards, putting him
two games behind Memphis
career leader Michael
Grandberry (2005-08). He is the
only player in Memphis history
to have multiple kickoff return
touchdowns. 

This is Pollard’s first career
weekly honor from the confer-
ence. It is also the first weekly
honor roll appearance for team-
mates Curtis Akins and Darrell
Henderson. Akins led Memphis
with nine tackles against UCF,
including two forced fumbles
and two pass break-ups.
Henderson had his first career

Pollard named AA
Conf. Player of Week
from sports page 1

100-yard plus rushing game,
going for 169 yards and two
touchdowns on 12 carries on
Thursday. 

Memphis opens American
Athletic Conference play on the
road this weekend, playing at
UCF, Saturday, at 8 p.m. (ET)/7
p.m. (CT). That game will be
carried on ESPNews. That
match-up will feature two of the
conference’s defending players
of the year, Pollard and UCF’s
Shaquem Griffin, the league’s
defensive player of the year last
season.

Olivia Gauthier named
AAC Defensive Player
of the Week in soccer

Tournament Team after leading
the Tiger defense to their third
and fourth shutouts of the 2017
season. The Tigers allowed just
14 shots all weekend including a
season-low four shots allowed in
the 6-0 win over Rhode Island. 
She started in both matches and

played in all 180 minutes of
action for the Tigers. 
Ashworth Shepard finished the

weekend with five saves and she
also played in every minute for
Memphis. She leads the league
with four shutouts, a .941 save
percentage, and a 0.19 goals
against average. This is the sec-
ond time this season Ashworth
Shepard has been recognized by
the conference. 

The Tigers will resume play
this weekend in the Memphis
Tournament at the Mike Rose
Soccer Complex. Memphis will
take on Rice Friday evening at
7:30 p.m. and Ole Miss Sunday
at 7 p.m. For more information
on the Memphis women’s soccer
team, follow the Tigers on
Facebook at /MemphisWSoccer
and on Twitter and Instagram at
@MemphisWSoccer.


