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Apr. 28 - Apr. 29: Crappie
Masters Kentucky/Tennessee
State Championship on
Kentucky and Barkley Lakes,
Paris, TN www.crappiemas-
ters.net 
May 11 - May 14: Saltwater
Shootout; www.bluewatermove-
ments.com.

May 19 - May 20: American
Crappie Trail tournament on
Kentucky Lake; registration
deadline is May 14; www.amer-
icancrappietrail.com. 
June 3 - June 4: California
B.A.S.S. Nation State Team
Qualifier 2, Lake Oroville,
Oroville, CA; www.calbn.com. 

June 5 - June 11: Mississippi
Gulf Coast Billfish Classic,
Biloxi, MS. $1.5MM+ in cash
prizes; mgcbc.com 
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MEMPHIS, TN – University of
Memphis head men’s basketball
coach Tubby Smith has
announced that Raynere
Thornton, a 6-7 forward who
played the last two seasons at
Gordon State College, has
signed his National Letter of
Intent to play basketball for the
Tigers starting in the 2017-18
season.

Thornton, a native of Marietta,
Georgia, was named to the
Georgia Collegiate Athletic
Association (GCAA) All-
Conference team in 2016-17
after averaging 10.9 points 11.4
rebounds, and 5.9 assists for
Gordon State.  He is also rated
as the No. 48 player in the
JUCOrecruiting.com Top-100.

“Raynere is a multi-talented
player,” said Smith. “That is
what we are doing – we are try-
ing to recruit players that are
versatile, and will allow us to
play more aggressively defen-
sively and offensively this year.
His unselfish play is probably
his best attribute – which is
something we are looking for in
each individual player; someone
who is willing to move the ball,
willing to give up his body, will-
ing to sacrifice for the good of
the team. He is a guy who will
contribute immediately, and has

NASHVILLE, TN – The
Tennessee Titans have selected
Legends Hospitality and Levy to
provide the food and beverage
services at Nissan Stadium.
Legends will be responsible for
food and beverage service for
non-premium areas of the build-
ing and Levy will create food
and hospitality experiences for
the premium areas, including the
club level, suites and non-event
day catering for the stadium.
Each of these companies has
numerous high-profile venues
on their resumes, including
AT&T Stadium, Yankee
Stadium, the Rose Bowl and
Ascend Amphitheater for
Legends; and Mercedes Benz
Stadium, FedEx Field, Ford

talk about how fortunate our
kids are to be doing what they
are. This world needs people to
give back and I’m so proud of
this group for giving up their
time and giving back to the
world,” Memphis head coach
Brooks Monaghan said. “We
have a great group of kids, who
are not only great soccer players,
but unbelievable students and
just unbelievable citizens.”

Last fall Memphis was recog-
nized for having the highest

Cerveza Modelo, Nike, Post
Consumer Brands and Sprint.
The tournament will be broad-
cast nationally on the Univision
and FOX family of networks
and transmitted on radio in
Spanish by Fútbol de Primera
Radio Network, and broadcast
by television partners in coun-
tries around the world. The
CONCACAF trophy started its
tour on Wednesday and on
Thursday, it was showcased in
the Nissan Stadium, home of the
Titans. The tour continues on

Gold Cup trophy
from sports page 2

Friday, April 28 with the follow-
ing schedule:

11 AM -1 PM Visitor’s
Information Center in the
Bridgestone Arena Tower, 501
Broadway, Nashville, TN,
37203
2-5 PM St. Jude Rock ‘n’ Roll

Nashville Marathon, ½
Marathon, Music City Center,
Halls C & D, Booth #208
5:30-7:30 PM Plaza Mariachi
3955. Nolensville Pike,
Nashville, TN 37211

grade point average in all of
Division I during the 2015-16
academic year. The team GPA of
3.70 was the program's highest
ever. Memphis women's soccer
has proven to be the premier
academic program in the
American Athletic Conference
as well, receiving the league's
Team Academic Excellence
Award in back-to-back seasons.

The Tigers have also been
nationally recognized on the
field, standing among those

UofM women’s soccer ranks No. 2
in community service ... from sports page 1

receiving votes for the NSCAA
national rankings throughout
last season. Memphis returned
to the NCAA Tournament for the
first time since 2011, playing at
Arkansas in the first round.

NCAA Team Works, which
coordinates community service
efforts at NCAA championships,
and Helper Helper, a volunteer
management and tracking plat-
form, launched the community
service competition to recognize
student-athletes who give back
to their communities. The
schools' rankings are based on
the amount of service hours
completed and the participation
of student-athletes.

UofM head coach Tubby Smith announces that
Raynere Thornton has signed letter of intent;
Names other potential Tiger stars to team

a world of potential.”

His 11.4 rebounds per game
ranked ninth in the National
Junior College Athletic
Association (NJCAA) highest
division, while his assists per
game ranked 23rd, and total
assists (177) ranked 30th. He
was his conference’s leader in
rebounds per game and assists
per game.

He had three triple doubles dur-
ing the season, including a 11-
point, 14-rebound, 10-assist
game on February 1 against
Atlanta Metro; 12 points, 14
rebounds, and 10 assists on
February 18 against South
Georgia Tech; and 11 points, 12
rebounds, and 10 assists on
March 11 against Chattahoochie
Tech. He also had 17 double-
doubles during the season, 15 of
those coming from points and
rebounds, while two others were
rebounds and assists.

He helped lead Gordon State to a
22-9 overall record in 2016-17,
including a 12-4 mark in GCAA
play, second-best in the confer-
ence.
He joins s a group of Tiger play-
ers and signees including:

Kyvon Davenport, 6-8,
Forward, Gainesville, Georgia,

Georgia Highlands College
Was named a NJCAA First
Team All-American. He was
also named the Georgia
Collegiate Athletic Association
(GCAA) Player of the Year after
averaging 16.5 points and 10.5
rebounds per game, and being
ranked as the No. 19 player in
the JUCUrecruiting.com Top-
100.

Kareem Brewton, 6-3, Guard,
Claxton, Georgia, Eastern
Florida State College
Was named a NJCAA First
Team All-American after the
2016-17 season. Brewton scored
718 points last season – third-
most in the NJCAA, and was

named the Southern Conference
Player of the Year. He is ranked
as the No. 22 player in the
JUCOrecruiting.com top-100.

Jamal Johnson, 6-4, Guard,
Birmingham, Alabama, Spain
Park High School
Rated as a four-star prospect by
Rivals.com. He was one of just
three finalists for the Alabama
Player of the Year and was
named First Team All-State after
averaging 24.8 points, 7.1
rebounds, and 2.7 assists per
game.

David Nickelberry, 6-7,
Guard/Forward, Orlando,
Florida, Windermere Prep
Was named the Class 5A District
11 Player of the Year. He aver-
aged 15.1 points, 8.1 rebounds,
and 6.3 assists per game and
helped the team to a district
championship for the second-
consecutive season.

Victor Enoh, 6-8, Forward,
Decatur, Georgia, Greenforest
Christian Academy

Helped lead his team to the
Georgia High School State
Championship after earning all-
conference honors. He averaged
9.7 rebounds and a blocked shot
per game for the state champi-
onship squad.

Karim Sameh Azab, 6-11,
Forward, Giza, Egypt, Hales
Franciscan (Ill.) High School
Was a member of the FIBA
Africa Under-18 Gold Medal-
winning Egyptian National
Team. His most successful game
of the tournament came against
Tunisia where he scored 18
points with 11 rebounds.

Jimario Rivers, 6-8,
Guard/Forward, Clarksville,
Tennessee, Southwest Tennessee
C.C.
Started 19 games for the Tigers
last season and averaged 6.4
points and 3.5 rebounds per
game. He scored a season-high
16 points against UConn on
January 5, and had a 12-point,
11-rebound double-double
against USF on January 14.

Jeremiah Martin, 6-2, Guard,
Memphis, Tennessee, Mitchell
High School

Played and started all 32 games
for the Tigers, averaging 10.3
points and a team-best 142
assists. His 58 steals were sec-
ond-most in the American
Athletic Conference last season.
He scored in double-figures in
each of his last six games of the
season, including a 23-point, 11-
assist game at Cincinnati on
February 23.

Coach Tubby Smith

TN Titans choose Legends Hospitality to
provide general food service and Levy to
cater premium areas at Nissan Stadium

Field, Arrowhead Stadium,
Dodger Stadium, Wrigley Field
and Bridgestone Arena for Levy.

“We are excited to announce
this partnership to our fans,”
said Titans Controlling Owner
Amy Adams Strunk. “I spent a
good deal of time with each of
these companies last week as we
were developing the possibilities
for our food and beverage expe-
riences at Nissan Stadium. Each
of these companies understand
the importance of their roles in
the fan experience, and I am
looking forward to them serving
our fans this year and for years
to come.”

“Both of these companies have
proven track records in iconic
buildings and who specialize in

offering fans high quality food
and beverage service with par-
ticular emphasis on service,”
said Titans President/CEO Steve
Underwood. “We understand the
timeline we have put them under
is very difficult, but we believe
the short-term and certainly the
long-term results will be benefi-
cial for our fans.” 
With decades of experience in

the hospitality industry, Levy’s
pioneered the concept of premi-
um sports dining. Levy’s diverse
portfolio includes award-win-
ning restaurants, sports and
entertainment venues, and con-
vention centers as well as the
Super Bowl, Grammy Awards,
PGA Championship, US Open
Tennis Tournament, Kentucky

Derby, and NHL, MLB and
NBA All-Star Games.
“This an incredible opportunity

to partner with the Titans to cre-
ate a premium experience that is
representative of what their
amazing fans most desire,” said
Levy President and CEO Andy
Lansing. “The passion fans have
for the on-field experience is
something we want to authenti-
cally capture in all we bring to
our guests.”
Legends began as a joint ven-

ture between the Dallas
Cowboys and New York
Yankees and has become one of
the leaders in stadium hospitali-
ty over the last decade. Their
venues and their hospitality have
transformed the fan experience

for the better.
“We could not be more excited

about the true partnership with
the Tennessee Titans in
Nashville,” said Dan Smith,
president of Legends
Hospitality. “The opportunity to
evolve the concessions program
and ensure an elevated fan expe-
rience is what we are most look-
ing forward to. Our fans first
approach will be the driver for
all food, beverage and staffing
decisions made as we develop
the hospitality program at
Nissan Stadium.”

As a holistic solution provider
in the sports, music and enter-
tainment industry, their vision-
ary approach delivers solutions

Please see sports page 4


