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Fishing
schedule

from 
thefishingwire.com

Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com.
www.amff.org

Mar. 24: Big Bass Rodeo and
Fishtival in New Orleans (LA)
City Park, 9 a.m. to noon;
www.bigbassfishingrodeo.com 
Apr. 10 - Apr. 12: Mid-Atlantic
Fisheries Council meeting,
Montauk Yacht Club, 32 Star
Island Road Montauk, NY;
www.mafmc.org. 

Apr. 12: Tampa CCA Auction
and Banquet featuring Captain
Mike Anderson of ReelAnimals
TV and radio, tickets including
dinner and CCA membership
$150. Visit thefishingwire.com
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For. 
Your. 

Health.
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24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,
WE ARE HERE.

We’re here to help you through every step of your cancer experience.
Visit www.cancer.org or call 1-800-227-2345 anytime, day or night.

The American Cancer Society can help you with everyday needs
like transportation and lodging during treatment.

Watch for  The Mid-South Tribune’s
50th  Anniversary Remembrance of  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Special Edition 
in  April 2018

MEMPHIS, TN – Single-game
tickets for the 2018 Memphis
Redbirds season, beginning with
Opening Day on Tuesday, April
10, will go on sale tomorrow at
10:00 a.m. (CT) online only at
www.memphisredbirds.com/tic
kets.

In addition, to celebrate the
Madness of March and single-
game tickets going on sale,

Below is a statement from
NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell on passing of Tom
Benson:

“Tom Benson's contributions to
New Orleans and the National

Saturday featuring numerous
games and activities and an
Easter candy drop from a heli-
copter onto the field at the end of
the day. Family Fun Day is
scheduled to include inflatables,
games, and activities in the
Plaza, catch and whiffle ball on
the field, Kids Run the Bases,
ballpark tours, the St. Louis
Cardinals Spring Training game
on the videoboard, and more.

The Redbirds’ 2018 season
begins on Thursday, April 5 at
Round Rock, and the home
opener is Tuesday, April 10
against Omaha. More informa-
tion on the upcoming season,
including promotions and give-
aways, will be announced at
www.memphisredbirds.com in
the coming weeks.

“The whole town is crazy
with Penny Madness, and we
are totally on board with the
e x c i t e m e n t ! ” R e d b i rd s
President/General Manager
Craig Unger said. “April 10
is the first day the Pacific
Coast League champions
return to AutoZone Park, and
we could think of no better
way to celebrate the PCL
Champs being back at
AutoZone Park and Penny
Hardaway being back...”

UofM hire Penny Hardaway
head basketball coach
from sports page 1
were Memphians and joined
Penny at East High. As a result,
Penny and East just won their
third consecutive Tennessee
State Championship.

With the Tigers' program down,
and the success of one its own at
the high school level, it made
sense to bring Penny in. Most
fans feel that with his enormous
popularity, he will immediately
infuse excitement in the pro-
gram. They also expect the qual-

Redbirds
celebrate

Penny
Hardaway’s

return
from sports page 1

Why we’re still not past the Pebble Mine
proposal; It’s not a good thing to roll
back finest fishing destinations on Earth

By Nelli Williams
Trout Unlimited Alaska

Director 
fromthefishingwire.com

The most recent attempts to
revive the Pebble Mine proposal
and roll back sensible limits on
mining activity in one of the
finest fishing destinations on
Earth
Even by Alaskan standards—

and we’re lucky to have our pick
of remote streams with big and
plentiful fish—Bristol Bay is a
sporting paradise. It is recog-
nized as one of the finest fishing
destinations on Earth, tucked
away in an isolated corner of
southwest Alaska. The region
also produces about half the
world’s sockeye salmon, with a
record 60 million fish returning
last summer to our famed rivers.
There’s no question that Bristol
Bay is unique, and yet we con-
tinue to have to speak up to
make sure it stays that way.
Here’s why.

Getting Past Pebble
The now-infamous proposed

Pebble Mine would carve out an
open pit at the headwaters of the
Bay’s two largest rivers, threat-
ening clean water and fish habi-
tat. Somewhere between 1.2 bil-
lion and 11 billion tons of mine
waste could then remain in the
area, forever.
That’s why anglers, recreation

businesses, tribes, chefs, com-
mercial fishermen, conservation
organizations, and hundreds of
thousands of Americans came
together to successfully take the

ity of player to improve under
Penny as he has access to some
of the best in the nation.
At the press conference, Penny

said, "I am excited and ready to
go. I hope you’re too." He
added, "I am not coming here to
be a face. I'm here to make a dif-
ference. This is an unbelievable
day. I can't dream of anything
better." 
Judging by the positive reaction

from Tiger fans, neither can
they.

proposed mine from a done deal
to a less-than-popular project—
it has lost three major partners,
but the mine’s remaining propo-
nent, Northern Dynasty
Minerals, is still looking for new
investors.

Together, we’ve successfully
created major hurdles for
Pebble, and in 2014, there was
enough widespread public sup-
port to place sensible limits on
mining in the region. In 2017,
the EPA attempted to roll back
limits on mining, but those who
recognize the value of Bristol
Bay had something to say about
it—and the agency listened. The
EPA received over one million
public comments in response to
their attempts to withdraw pro-
posed protections for Bristol
Bay, and surprisingly, the
agency announced in January
2018 that they would keep these
protections on the table.
Though the protections are not

final, they haven’t been elimi-
nated, as we feared.
Additionally, the Army Corps of

Engineers cannot issue a final
permit for Pebble Mine while a
review of these protections is
ongoing. And while the Pebble
Partnership has been touting that
it has a green light on all fronts
to proceed, our decision makers
are expressing serious reserva-
tions about the possibility that
mining in Bristol Bay can hap-
pen safely—even in a pro-devel-
opment political environment.
EPA Administrator Pruitt and
Governor Walker both made
very strong statements on the
heels of the announcement to
maintain protections.
Why Aren’t We Celebrating?
Though this is a huge victory,
Pebble Mine backers are gaining
momentum and the fight is far
from over. The vigorous support
of hunters and anglers has been
critical to protecting the bounty
of Bristol Bay in the past. But
we will to speak up again, as
early as this spring.

At the end of 2017, Pebble
Limited Partnership applied for
the first of many dozens of per-
mits they’ll need, and this
kicked off a multi-year NEPA
review and Environmental
Impact Statement process. Mine
opponents will continue to
demonstrate at every level that
for scientific, economic, and
cultural reasons, Pebble should
not be granted a permit.

Thousands of salmon converge
at the mouth of a tributary
stream in Lake Beverly’s
Golden Horn, just above Lake
Nerka, for the final ascent to
their spawning sites. Photo cour-
tesy of Jonny Armstrong and

Wild Salmon Center.

What You Can Do

We expect the federal agencies
to open a scoping comment peri-
od soon, and this is the first
major step of the EIS process.
Sportsmen and women need to
make our voices heard once
again during that process.
Additionally, Alaskans are advo-
cating for options at the state
level that, if enacted, would
establish higher hurdles for
Pebble to overcome to get
approval for its state permits.
As an Alaskan, a mother, and an
angler, I’d like to thank the thou-
sands of sportsmen and women
from across the country who
have already spoken up time and
again to tell decision makers at
all levels that Pebble Mine is not
worth the risk in Bristol Bay.
We’ve seen that when enough of
us do so, we are heard.
Watch for your next opportuni-

ty to take action  at
standup.tu.org/Save-Bristol-
Bay, or on the Save Bristol Bay
Facebook page.

***

Nelli Williams is Trout
Unlimited’s Alaska Director. She
has worked on the effort to safe-
guard Bristol Bay’s fish, wildlife,
communities and jobs for nearly
a decade. She lives in
Anchorage, Alaska with her hus-
band and two young children –
they get out fishing and playing
on Alaska’s rivers every chance
they get.

Together, we’ve success-
fully created major hur-
dles for Pebble, and in
2014, there was enough
widespread public support
to place sensible limits on
mining in the region. In
2017, the EPA attempted
to roll back limits on min-
ing, but those who recog-
nize the value of Bristol
Bay had something to say
about it—and the agency
listened...

Redbirds single-game tickets ‘Buzzer
Beater Daily Deals’ are now on sale 

beginning tomorrow and run-
ning through next Saturday the
Redbirds will launch a different
“Buzzer-Beater Daily Deal”
online at www.memphisred-
birds.com/dailydeals.

All of the Buzzer-Beater Daily
Deals include a ticket to
Opening Day, as well as tickets
to two other premium games,
and a hot dog and soda voucher

for each game, for just $32.
Each Buzzer-Beater Daily Deal
will run for just 24 hours that
day.

Free “Family Fun Day” at
AutoZone Park

The Redbirds are holding a free
“Family Fun Day” at AutoZone
Park from noon-2:00 p.m. on
Saturday, March 24, featuring

numerous games and activities
and an Easter candy drop from a
helicopter onto the field at the
end of the day. Family Fun Day
is scheduled to include inflata-
bles, games, and activities in the
Plaza, catch and whiffle ball on
the field, Kids Run the Bases,
ballpark tours, the St. Louis
Cardinals Spring Training game
on the videoboard, and more.

The Redbirds’ 2018 season
begins on Thursday, April 5 at
Round Rock, and the home
opener is Tuesday, April 10
against Omaha. More informa-
tion on the upcoming season,
including promotions and give-
aways, will be announced at
www.memphisredbirds.com in
the coming weeks.

Statement from NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell
on death of  New Orleans Saints owner Tom Benson

Football League were legendary.
He purchased a team that had
never had a winning season; by
the third year of his ownership,
the Saints were in the playoffs.
Tom kept the Saints together
through the tragedy of Hurricane

Katrina, and his decision to
bring the team back to New
Orleans gave the entire region
hope and confidence that they
would recover. 

The Saints rewarded their fans
with tremendous football and a
Super Bowl championship.  

Tom loved New Orleans, where
he was a generous and caring
philanthropist.  Within the NFL,
he was a true leader among NFL
owners. 

He served as the chairman of
the League's Finance Committee
for many years, was a key advi-

sor to my predecessors, and was
someone whom I frequently
turned to since becoming
Commissioner. I know that the
entire NFL family joins me in
extending our most heartfelt
condolences to Gayle Benson
and the entire Saints organiza-
tion.  


