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Fishing
schedule

from 
thefishingwire.com

Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com.
www.amff.org

Mar. 17: Capital City Muskie
School at Waunakee HS in
Waunakee, WI, 42 classes to
pick from; www.capitalcity-
muskiesinc.org. 

Mar. 24: Big Bass Rodeo and
Fishtival in New Orleans (LA)
City Park, 9 a.m. to noon;
www.bigbassfishingrodeo.com 

Apr. 10 - Apr. 12: Mid-Atlantic
Fisheries Council meeting,
Montauk Yacht Club, 32 Star
Island Road Montauk, NY;
www.mafmc.org. 
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E-mail sports news and
photos for all 50 states 
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MSTsports@prodigy.net

Watch for upcoming
F.Y.H. = 

For. 
Your. 

Health.
special edition

24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,
WE ARE HERE.

We’re here to help you through every step of your cancer experience.
Visit www.cancer.org or call 1-800-227-2345 anytime, day or night.

The American Cancer Society can help you with everyday needs
like transportation and lodging during treatment.

Watch for  The Mid-South Tribune’s
50th  Anniversary Remembrance of  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Special Edition 
in  April 2018

MEMPHIS, TN. — The
Memphis Grizzlies will host
their 17th Annual MVP Member
Thank You Party at Golf and
Games Family Park (5484
Summer Avenue) Saturday,
April 7 from 1-4 p.m. as a way
to thank current MVPs for their
dedication to the team as part of
their MVP benefits program pre-
sented by Gold Strike Casino, an
MGM Resorts Destination.
Grizzlies players and coaches
will attend the party starting at 2
p.m. This is a MVP Season
Ticket Member only event and
not open to the general public.
Media is invited to attend.

The Grizzlies players will sign
autographs, pose for pictures
and join fans in the fun activities
that Golf and Games Family
Park has to offer, including
unlimited and exclusive access
to the mini-golf course, go-karts,

Q.  When does the 2018 free
agency signing period begin?
A.  At 4:00 p.m. ET on
Wednesday, March 14.

Q.  What are the categories of
free agency? 
A.  Players are either “restricted
free agents” or “unrestricted free
agents.”  A restricted free agent
may be subject to a “qualifying
offer.”  A restricted or unrestrict-
ed free agent may be designated
by his prior club as its franchise
player or transition player. 

Q.  What is the time period for
free agency signings this year?
A.  For restricted free agents,
from March 14 to April 20.  For
unrestricted free agents who
have received the May 8 tender
from their prior club, from
March 14 to July 23 (or the first
scheduled day of the first NFL
training camp, whichever is
later).  For franchise players,
from March 14 until the Tuesday
following Week 10 of the regu-
lar season, November 13.  For
transition players, from March
14 until July 23.  After July 23
and until 4 p.m. ET on the
Tuesday following Week 10 of
the regular season, November
13, the prior club has exclusive
negotiating rights to unrestricted
free agents and transition play-
ers.  If the above-listed players
do not sign by November 13,
they must sit out the season.   

Q.  What is the difference
between a restricted free agent
and an unrestricted free
agent? 
A.  In the 2018 league year,
players with three accrued sea-
sons who have received a quali-
fying offer become restricted
free agents when their contracts
expire at the conclusion of the
2017 league year on March 14.
Unrestricted free agents have
completed four or more accrued
seasons.  Upon expiration of his
2017 contract, an unrestricted
free agent is free to sign with
any club with no draft choice
compensation owed to his old
club. 

Q.  What constitutes an
“accrued season”? 
A.  Six or more regular-season

bumper boats, laser tag and
much more. MVPs will also be
able to enjoy free food from
Grizzlies partners including
Rendezvous and drinks provided
by Pepsi, Bud Light and Coors.
Additional entertainment
includes an on-site DJ, face
painters, balloon artists, a photo
booth and games and prizes. 

All MVP Season Ticket
Members must RSVP by

Tuesday, April 3 and can do so
now by calling their Account
Executive or by visiting griz-
zlies.com/2018-mvp-thank-you-
party. While there is no parking
available on-site at Golf and
Games Family Park, free park-
ing along with continuous shut-
tles will be provided at the
Malco Summer Quartet Drive-In
Theater (5310 Summer Ave).

In the event of inclement weath-
er, the MVP Member Thank You
Party will be moved to
FedExForum for an autograph
signing with coaches and play-
ers starting at 2 p.m. Free
Parking will be available in the
Toyota Parking Garage.  Please
call 901-888-HOOP (4667) or
follow the Grizzlies on twitter
@memgrizz for updates and
weather-related adjustments.

Current MVP Season Ticket

The Grizzlies players will
sign autographs, pose for
pictures and join fans in
the fun activities that Golf
and Games Family Park
has to offer, including
unlimited and exclusive
access to the mini-golf
course, go-karts, bumper
boats, laser tag and much
more.

Memphis Grizzlies 17th Annual
MVP Member Thank You Party
will feature full Grizzlies roster

Members looking to renew their
Season Tickets for the 2018/19
season can do so now by calling
their Account Executive directly
or by calling 901-888-HOOP,
visiting grizzlies.com/MVP and
paying online or printing their
online invoice and dropping
their payment in the mail. The
final deadline to guarantee
2018/19 seats and MVP Season
Ticket Member savings is
Friday, March 30. Fans who
want to support the Memphis
Grizzlies and purchase tickets to
any of the Grizzlies’ remaining
contests of the 2017/18 season
can do so by calling (901) 888-
HOOP or going online to griz-
zlies.com. 

For more information on the
Grizzlies, visit grizzlies.com,
‘like’ Memphis Grizzlies on
Facebook or follow on Twitter
(@memgrizz).

NFL answers fans’ questions on free
agency; Salary cap set at $177.2 mil 

games on a club's active/inac-
tive, reserved/injured or
reserve/physically unable to per-
form lists. 

Q.  How do the free agency
rules apply to restricted free
agents?  
A.  If a player with three accrued
seasons has received a “qualify-
ing offer” (a salary tender prede-
termined by the Collective
Bargaining Agreement between
the league and its players) from
his old club.  He can negotiate
with any club through April 20.
If the restricted free agent signs
an offer sheet with a new club,
his old club can match the offer
and retain him because the qual-
ifying offer entitles it to a “right
of first refusal” on any offer
sheet the player signs.  If the old
club does not match the offer, it
may receive draft choice com-
pensation depending on the
amount of its qualifying offer.  If
an offer sheet is not executed on
or before April 20, the player’s
negotiating rights revert exclu-
sively to his old club.  In addi-
tion, prior to the start of free
agency a player who would oth-
erwise be a restricted free agent
may be designated by his old
club as its franchise player or
transition player. 

Q.  What determines an unre-
stricted free agent? 
A.  A player with four or more
accrued seasons whose contract
has expired.  He is free to sign
with any club, with no draft
choice compensation owed to
his old club, through July 23 (or
the first scheduled day of the
first NFL training camp,
whichever is later).  At that

point, his negotiating rights
revert exclusively to his old club
if by May 8 the old club ten-
dered the player a one-year con-
tract for 110 percent of his prior
year’s salary.  His old club then
has until the Tuesday following
Week 10 of the regular season
(November 13) to sign him.  If
he does not sign by that date, he
must sit out the season.  If no
tender is offered by May 8, the
player can be signed by any club
at any time throughout the sea-
son.  

Q.  What determines a fran-
chise player?
A.  The salary offer by a player’s
club determines what type of
franchise player he is: exclusive
or non-exclusive.  
An “exclusive” franchise player
– not free to sign with another
club – is offered the greater of (i)
the average of the top five
salaries at the player's position
for the current year as of the end
of the restricted free agent sign-
ing period on April 20; or (ii) the
amount of the required tender
for a non-exclusive franchise
player, as explained below. 
Article 10, Section 2(a)(i) of the
CBA sets forth the methodology,
known as the “Cap Percentage
Average,” for calculating the
required tender for a non-exclu-
sive franchise player: 

The Nonexclusive Franchise
Tender shall be a one year NFL
Player Contract for (A) the aver-
age of the five largest Prior Year
Salaries for players at the posi-
tion . . . at which the Franchise

Player participated in the most
plays during the prior League
Year, which average shall be cal-
culated by: (1) summing the
amounts of the Franchise Tags
for players at that position for
the five preceding League Years;
(2) dividing the resulting
amount by the sum of the Salary
Caps for the five preceding
League Years . . . ; and (3) mul-
tiplying the resulting percentage
by the Salary Cap for the
upcoming League Year . . . (the
“Cap Percentage Average”) . . . ;
or (B) 120% of his Prior Year
Salary, whichever is greater . . . .

If a club extends a required ten-
der to a “non-exclusive” fran-
chise player pursuant to this sec-
tion, the player shall be permit-
ted to negotiate a player contract
with any club, except that draft
choice compensation of two
first-round draft selections shall
be made in the event he signs
with a new club. 

Q.  How many franchise play-
ers and transition players can
a team designate each season? 
A.  A club can designate one
franchise player or one transi-
tion player among its potential
restricted or unrestricted free
agents.   

Q.  Can a club decide to with-
draw its franchise or transi-
tion designation on a player? 
A.  Yes.  A club can withdraw its
franchise or transition designa-
tion, and the player then auto-
matically becomes an unrestrict-

ed free agent, either immediate-
ly if the tender is withdrawn
after the start of the 2018 league
year, or when his 2017 contract
expires if the tender is with-
drawn before the start of the
2018 league year.

Q.  What is the salary cap for
2018? 
A.  The salary cap is
$177,200,000 per club. 

Q.  When must teams be in
compliance with the salary
cap? 
A.  At the start of the 2018
league year, which begins at
4:00 p.m. ET on Wednesday,
March 14. 

Q.  If a team is under the
salary cap at the end of a given
season, can the team “carry
over” room to the next season? 
A.  Yes.  A team may carry over
room from one league year to
the following league year by
submitting notice to the NFL
prior to 4:00 p.m. ET on the day
following the team’s final regu-
lar-season game, indicating the
amount of room that the club
wishes to carry over. 

Q.  What is the maximum
amount of room that a club
can carry over?
A.  A club can carry over 100
percent of its remaining 2017
room to its adjusted salary cap
for 2018.

Q.  What determines an
unrestricted free agent? 
A.  A player with four or
more accrued seasons
whose contract has
expired.  He is free to sign
with any club, with no
draft choice compensation
owed to his old club,
through July 23 (or the
first scheduled day of the
first NFL training camp,
whichever is later).

Briante
Weber signed

to 10-day
contract

MEMPHIS, TN – Memphis
Grizzlies General Manager
Chris Wallace  announced the
team signed guard Briante
Weber (bree-AHN-tay WEB-
ber) to a 10-day contract as a
Call-Up from the NBA G
League’s Sioux Falls Skyforce.
In addition, the team waived
guard Xavier Rathan-Mayes (X-
avier RUH-tan Mays).
Weber (6-2, 165) began this sea-
son as a two-way player for the
Houston Rockets and Rio
Grande Valley Vipers. He came
off the bench in all 13 of his
appearances for the Rockets and
averaged 2.0 points, 1.4
rebounds and 1.0 assists in 9.1
minutes; he started all 13 of his
games with the Vipers and aver-
aged 18.2 points, 6.4 rebounds,
7.2 assists and 3.31 steals in 34.4
minutes. At the conclusion of his
two-way contract, Weber entered
into his third career stint with Sioux
Falls where he started all 15 of his
games and averaged 14.3 points, 6.5
rebounds, 6.7 assists and 2.07 steals
in 34.4 minutes.


