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The National Park Service releases list of African
American sites to visit during Black History Month
From the bustling streets of
Manhattan to the quiet wilderness of the Sierra Nevada
Mountains, the National Park
Service preserves many pivotal,
but lesser known, sites related to
the African American experience. These places are among
the dozens of national parks that
convey stories of soldiers, educators, musicians, entrepreneurs,
and freed slaves who blazed
trails for all to follow. During
African American History
Month, the National Park
Service will laud their accomplishments at hundreds of special events throughout the country, including festivals, concerts,
panel discussions, author lectures, guided walks, and ranger
programs.
“Tourists and teachers alike are
familiar with national parks dedicated to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Harriet Tubman,
Frederick Douglass, George
Washington Carver, the Little
Rock Nine, and the Tuskegee
Airmen, just to name a few,”
said Acting National Park
Service Director Michael T.
Reynolds. “Most know about
the great leaders and momentous
events associated with the Civil
Rights Movement and African
American history. However,
national parks also introduce us
to others who made an impact.
Some of them purposely set out
to make a difference, others

were just going about their lives,
but each made a lasting contribution that deserves a spotlight.”
Consider discovering one of
these ten important African
American sites.
African American Burial
Ground National Monument
in New York
This sacred space preserves the
remains of hundreds of African
Americans. From about the
1690s until 1794, both free and
enslaved Africans were buried in
a 6.6-acre site in Lower
Manhattan, outside the boundaries of the settlement of New
Amsterdam, later known as New
York. It is estimated that at one
time, as many as 15,000 African
Americans — many of them
slaves — were buried here. Lost
to history, the grounds were
rediscovered in 1991 by workers
preparing to construct a federal
office building.
Biscayne National Park in
Florida
Outdoor enthusiasts can thank
Lancelot Jones for providing
opportunities to boat, snorkel,
camp, watch wildlife, or simply
relax in this park that protects
aquamarine waters and fishbejeweled coral reefs. Born in
1898, Jones spent almost all of
his 99 years living on his family’s land on Porky Key in
Biscayne Bay. He was an
extremely successful farmer and
fishing guide who turned down a
fortune from developers seeking

Future announces a

massive summer tour
with kick-off show at
FedExForum on May 4
Tickets Go On-Sale Friday, Feb. 17 at 10 a.m.;
Self-Titled album FUTURE drops same Day
MEMPHIS, TN. – Future made
a surprise announcement that his
brand new self-titled album,
FUTURE,
(Epic
Records/A1/Freebandz)—will
be released this Friday, Feb. 17.
In addition, the multi-platinum,
record-setting hip-hop innovator
and prolific cultural force
reveals details for his massive
Summer 2017 headline tour, the
Nobody Safe Tour.
Future will headline amphitheaters and arenas across North
America, beginning May 4 at
FedExForum, playing major
markets everywhere, and coming to a close at the T-Mobile
Arena in Las Vegas, NV on June
30. Migos, Tory Lanez & Kodak
Black are joining the tour as
support with Young Thug and
ASAP Ferg on selected dates.
Tickets go on sale Friday, Feb.
17
at
10
a.m.
at
http://smarturl.it/NobodySafeTo
ur,
ticketmaster.com,
all
Ticketmaster outlets, by phone
at (800) 745-3000 or at the
FedExForum Box Office. Each
ticket purchased will come with
a digital copy of Future’s new
album FUTURE.
The instant Future revealed the
stunning cover artwork and
release date for the new record

on his social media, it immediately became a trending topic
and sent fans into a frenzy.
Simply titled FUTURE, the
music reflects the influential
titan at his most raw and real.
Setting the pace and changing
the game with every subsequent
album, Future engaged a full
court blitz in 2015 that resulted
in one of rap’s most impressive
winning streaks ever. In under a
year, he achieved three back-toback
#1 albums on the
Billboard Top 200—the platinum DS2, platinum What A
Time To Be Alive with Drake,
and EVOL. His catalog encompasses double-platinum smashes
such as “Low Life” (feat. The
Weeknd) and “Where Ya At”
[feat. Drake), platinum hits
“Stick Talk,” “F*ck Up Some
Commas,” and “Turn On The
Lights,” and has amassed over 1
billion streams worldwide.
Future infiltrated the mainstream performing on Saturday
Night Live, Jimmy Kimmel
LIVE!, The Tonight Show
Starring Jimmy Fallon, and
more in addition to gracing the
cover of Rolling Stone, GQ,
XXL, Spin, and many others. In
2017, he goes full Beast Mode
yet again, continuing his unbeatable record.

February is Black History Month. Celebrate!

to build resorts and refineries on
his land. He instead sold it to the
National Park Service in 1970 in
order to protect its natural beauty. For many years, Jones greeted park visitors and school
groups and shared facts and stories about the area.
Fort Davis National Historic
Site in Texas
A key post in the defense system
of western Texas, Fort Davis
played a major role in the history of the Southwest. From 1854
until 1891, troops stationed at
the post protected mail coaches,
settlers, and travelers. In 1866, a
law granted African American
soldiers the opportunity to serve
in the peacetime army for the
first time and Buffalo Soldier
regiments served at Fort Davis
from 1867 to 1885. They surmounted the obstacles of harsh
living conditions, difficult duty,
and racial prejudice, and gained
a reputation of dedication and
bravery.
Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park in West
Virginia
Storer College, a historically
black college that operated until
1955, celebrates its 150th
anniversary this year with a
series of programs and special
events. Following the Civil War,
philanthropist John Storer gave
a generous donation to establish
a freedmen's school. Frederick
Douglass was one of the
school’s trustees and delivered a
memorable oration on the subject of John Brown here in 1881.
By the end of the 19th century,
the promise of freedom and
equality for blacks was in jeopardy. To combat injustices, Dr.
W.E.B. Du Bois and other leading African Americans created
the Niagara Movement, which
held its second conference on
the campus of Storer College in
1906. The Niagara Movement
was a forerunner of the National
Association
for
the
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). Today, the National
Park Service continues the college's educational mission by
using part of the school’s campus as a training facility.
Jefferson National Expansion
Memorial in Missouri
Though the park’s most recognizable feature is the iconic St.
Louis Gateway Arch, it is also
home to the majestic Old
Courthouse which serves as the
park’s visitor center. The Old
Courthouse was the site of the
Dred Scott Trial. In 1847, a
slave, Dred Scott, sued for his
freedom. Although he was originally granted his freedom, after
many appeals the case went to
the Supreme Court. The high
court’s decision stated that
slaves were property, and as
such, had no right to sue. The

Dred Scott Decision was a contributing factor in the start of the
Civil War.
Klondike Gold Rush National
Historical Park in Alaska
Arriving in May of 1899, the
Buffalo Soldiers of the 24th
Infantry fought a war on two
fronts: protecting the community of Skagway while facing discrimination from the people they
served. During the gold rush,
boomtowns popped up on the
edges of "the Last Frontier."
Skagway in Southeast Alaska
was an important port on the
route to the gold fields. It was
considered a lawless community
swarming with gold hungry
stampeders. Early Skagway was
described as "little better than a
hell on earth" and "about the
roughest place in the world." As
a result, the United States Army
sent troops to Alaska to bring
law and order and protect people
and property.
Natchez National Historical
Park in Mississippi
The historic sites maintained by
the park and the surrounding
preservation district give visitors
an opportunity to understand the
region's social, political, and
economic development, particularly pre-and-post Civil War.
They provide insight into the
region's commercial and agricultural history, especially in relation to the Mississippi River,
slavery, and cotton. One of the
historic houses belonged to
William Johnson, an African
American who was freed from
slavery in 1820 at the age of 11.
Johnson was a barber who eventually owned several barber
shops, rental property, a farm,
timberland, and slaves. He also
kept an extensive diary from
1835-1851 which detailed
everyday life in Natchez.
New Bedford Whaling
National Historical Park in
Massachusetts
In the mid-19th century, the
whaling industry turned New
Bedford into a bustling, cosmopolitan seaport community, and
one of the richest and most
diverse cities in the world.
During the 1840’s and 1860’s
New Bedford became a haven
for slaves seeking freedom
because of its opportunities for
employment presented by the
whaling industry, a large Quaker
population and free population
of color, and a coastal trading
system that provided escaping
slaves the chance to hide on vessels heading to New Bedford
from southern ports. Once in
New Bedford, some escaped
slaves hopped on boats heading
to Alaska to better guarantee
their chance at freedom. The
most famous passenger on the
Underground Railroad to arrive
in New Bedford was Frederick

Douglass. Born a slave in
Maryland, he quickly rose to
prominence as an abolitionist
and anti-slavery speaker after
his arrival in New Bedford.
Nicodemus National Historic
Site in Kansas
This park preserves the remnants of a town established by
African Americans during the
period of reconstruction following the Civil War. It is the oldest
and only remaining African
American settlement west of the
Mississippi River. Kansas was
seen as a "promised land" for
formerly enslaved African
Americans, many of whom
headed west looking for a new
life after the Civil War.
Nicodemus represents the
involvement
of
African
Americans in the westward
expansion and settlement of the
Great Plains. Five historic buildings in the town are physical
expressions of the five pillars of
the African American community - church, self-government,
education, home, and business.
Sequoia and Kings Canyon
National Parks in California
In 1903, the Buffalo Soldiers
completed the first usable road
into Giant Forest and the first
trail to the top of Mt. Whitney
(the tallest peak in the contiguous United States). Their leader,
Colonel Charles Young, broke
ground literally and figuratively
in the park that year. Young, the
third African American graduate
of the U.S. military academy at
West Point, was the first
African-American superintendent of a national park. In addition to protecting the park from
poachers, wildfires, and timber
thieves, Young was instructed to
extend the wagon road.
Breaking the sluggish pattern of
previous military administrations, Young poured his energy
into the project and by midAugust wagons were entering
the mountain-top forest for the
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Williams
named to AA
Weekly
Honor Roll

MEMPHIS, TN. – University of
Memphis women’s basketball
senior guard Taylor Williams
has been named to the American
Athletic Conference Weekly
Honor Roll after leading the
Tigers to a 55-52 victory on the
road at Tulane last week. This is
the second time this season
Williams has been named to the
list.
Williams scored 13 of her 15
points in the second half as the
Tigers overcame a seven-point
halftime deficit en route to the
victory. In the second half,
Williams went 5-for-9 from the
floor and 2-for-5 from three to
lead Memphis to a 36-point half.
With 25 seconds remaining on
the clock, Williams hit a long
three to put Memphis up two
possessions over the Green
Wave. Tulane answered with a
lay-up with eight seconds to
play, but the Tigers were able to
hang on for the road victory. She
also added a team-high four
rebounds and three steals for the
Tigers.
The victory over Tulane at the
Devlin Fieldhouse was the first
road win over the Green Wave
since the 2008 season. Prior to
Thursday’s game, Tulane was
listed as one of the ‘Last Four
In’ in the ESPN Bracketology
Report. For more information
on the Memphis women's basketball team, follow the Tigers
on Twitter at @MemphisWBB
or go online to www.gotigersgo.com.

Detour to the States lane
on The Mid-South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway. Submit news and
photos for all 50 states to
MSTnews@prodigy.net
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Travel on the
Black History Lane
on The Mid-South
Tribune
and the
Black Information
Highway
at www.
Black
Information
Highway.com
See the
22nd Annual
Black History Month
Special Edition
on the
Black History Lane

See the Juneteenth
Special Edition
Welcome, Travelers!

Fishing
schedule
from
thefishingwire.com
Got an event? Send it to
frank@thefishingwire.com.
Feb. 3 - Feb. 4: Crappie Masters
National Qualifier on Lake
Talquin, Gadsden County, FL www.crappiemasters.net
Feb. 16 - Feb. 19: Western
Hunting & Conservation Expo.
The Salt Palace Convention
Center, Salt Lake City, Utah.
Feb. 16 - Feb. 20: Miami
International Boat Show, Miami
Marine
Stadium,
Miami,
FL;www.miamiboatshow.com.
Feb. 17 - Feb. 19: Mid-South
Sports & Boat Show. Agricenter,
East Memphis, Tennessee.
Feb. 17 - Feb. 19: Mid-South
Sport and Boat Show, Memphis,
TN;www.memphisboatshow.co
m.
Feb. 18 - Feb. 19: Free Fishing
Weekend in Michigan waters for
both residents and non-resid
e
n
t
s
;
www.michigan.gov/freefishing.

E-mail sports news and
photos for all 50 states
to
MSTsports@prodigy.net
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