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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of BIHMST
Sports

Correspondents

 

Travelers, join correspon-
dents  William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway  at

www.blackinformation
highway . c o m

Welcome, Travelers!

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Ashley Braun

William M. Larsha, Jr.  

MEMPHIS, TN – Memphis jun-
ior pitchers Colton Hathcock
and Drew Crosby have both
been selected in the 2017 Major
League Baseball Draft. The jun-
iors pitchers were also joined by
signee Riley Cabral, who helped
Chipola College to the Junior
College National Championship
this season.

Hathcock was drafted in the

MEMPHIS, TN – The NBA
recently announced  that the
Memphis Grizzlies will tip-off
their NBA Summer League
2017 schedule at 3 p.m. CT on
Saturday, July 8 against the
Washington Wizards at the COX
Pavilion in Las Vegas.

NBA Summer League 2017 is
an 11-day, 67-game competition
that will tip off with a triple-
header on NBA TV on Friday,
July 7 and continue through
Monday, July 17 at the Thomas
& Mack Center and COX
Pavilion in Las Vegas. A record
24 teams will compete in a tour-
nament-style format that culmi-
nates with a Championship
Game on July 17 at 9 p.m. CT,

ATLANTA, GA-- Registration
for the 100th American Tennis
Association National
Championships & Centennial
Celebration is now open! Tennis
enthusiasts ages 8 and up have
the opportunity to participate in
this historic series of events rec-
ognizing the century-long lega-
cy of the American Tennis
Association (ATA), which
includes the admission of
Richard Williams as their first
inductee into the ATA Hall of
Fame. Tournaments for Juniors
(Boys & Girls) and Adults (Men
& Women) will be held in
Baltimore, Maryland between
July 29th and August 5th.
Winners of the Men’s &
Women’s Open will receive
$1,000 and finalists will receive
$500.

The ATA’s Centennial
Celebration marks both the
organization’s 100 years of ded-
ication to the African-American

Richard Williams, father of Venus
and Serena, to be inducted into the
American Tennis Assoc. Hall of Fame
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tennis community and its title as
the oldest African-American
Sports Association in the coun-
try. Born from the joint tenacity
of over a dozen African
American tennis clubs in
response to the barring of

Richard Williams might be the man who likes being
behind the scenes and for years he mostly went unnoticed
as the coach and mentor who gave the tennis world all-
time champions in his daughters Venus and Serena Wil-
liams. (Photo/Courtesy of Brainchild P.R.)

African-Americans from
becoming members of the U.S.
Lawn Tennis Association, the
ATA has successfully serviced
thousands of youth and adults
who desire to pursue their pas-
sion in tennis in light of discrim-

ination and segregation.
ATA President, Willie Emerson,
couldn’t be any happier with
ATA’s progress.
“The ATA has had a rich and col-
orful history and we will be hon-
oring our past while focusing on
the strategic plans for the next
100 years for Black Tennis in
America,” he includes in his
President’s message on the
ATA’s home site. “ This is an
exciting year and we have many
exciting events planned.”
The association plans to contin-
ue their work from what will be
the ATA Tennis and Education
Complex in South Florida. Once
built, the complex will consist of
offices, a museum, a national
training center for youth, and
new Hall of Fame. The first of
their inductees to the Hall of
Fame is Richard Williams,
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15th round by the Colorado
Rockies while Crosby was taken
in the 26th round by the Detroit
Tigers.

The 446th overall pick,
Hathcock was put into a new
role this season as the team’s
closer and recorded 11 saves out
of the bullpen. He finished the
season with a 3.94 ERA and a 3-
4 record, while his 11 saves rank

as the third-most in a single sea-
son in Memphis history. He
completed his career with a 3.95
ERA in 52 appearances over
three seasons. In 173 1/3 innings
pitched he struck out 172 bat-
ters.
Hathcock is the fourth Memphis
Tiger to be drafted by the
Rockies and the first since Sam

Moll in 2013.
The 785th overall pick, Crosby

also transitioned into a new role
in 2017 moving into the starting
rotation. In 15 starts and 18 total
appearances he compiled a 5.48
ERA and a 6-3 record. Crosby
struck out 68 batters in 87
innings pitched as a junior this
season. For his career he has a

6.17 ERA in 55 appearances on
the mound with 109 strikeouts.

Crosby is the fifth Memphis
Tiger to be drafted by the Tigers
and the first since Brent Dlugach
in 2004.
The two Tiger pitchers join out-

fielder Chris Carrier, who was
drafted in the ninth round by the
Chicago Cubs.


