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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of BIHMST
Sports

Correspondents

 

Travelers, join correspon-
dents  William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway  at

www.blackinformation
highway . c o m
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Berger does it again at
FedEx St. Jude Classic

By William M. Larsha, Jr.,
Senior Sports Correspondent

The Mid-South Tribune
and the 

Black Information Highway

MEMPHIS, TN- The 60th
annual FedEx St. Jude Golf
Classic concluded Sunday, June
11, 2017 at TPC Southwind in
Memphis with a familiar cham-
pion. Daniel Berger repeated as
champion with a finishing score
of 11 under par. Berger also won
last year's tournament making
him the first back to back cham-
pion since David Toms did it in
2003 and 2004. He became only
the fourth person in the 60 year
history of the event to repeat,
joining Toms, David Hill and
Lee Trevino.
Berger put together two week-

end 66s to help seal the victory.
Charl Schwartzel (66) and Whee
Kim (67) tied for second at 9
under par, while local amateur
Braden Thornberry (65) headed
up a group of five in a tie for

 

Sports Detour:
Juneteenth Highlight

MEMPHIS, TN  – The
Memphis Juneteenth Urban
Music Festival is celebrating 25
years of fun-filled, musical mer-
riment Friday through Sunday,
June 16-18, 2017, on the
grounds of the historic Robert R.

NASHVILLE, TN – University
of Memphis head coach Mike
Norvell was voted the College
Football Coach of the Year by
the Tennessee Sports Writers
Association, the organization
announced Thursday June 8,

Norvell will be honored during
the annual TSWA Hall of Fame
dinner and awards banquet set
for Thursday, July 13, at Baird
Chapel on the Cumberland
University campus.

The Tigers won eight games
under Norvell in his first year at
the helm, which are the most by
a first-year coach in program

As part of ongoing efforts to
strengthen our game through the
development of coaches and
players, the National Football
League will host the inaugural
NFL COACHING CLINIC June
16-18 at the New York Jets’
Atlantic Health Training Center
in Florham Park, New Jersey.
Bringing together more than 60
current NFL coaches, the coach-
ing clinic will provide a founda-
tion for communicating and
teaching position fundamentals
through engaging and interac-
tive sessions. This year’s pro-
gram will focus on the quarter-
back, offensive line, linebacker
and defensive line positions.
Participants were nominated by
NFL clubs and include team rep-
resentatives who currently have
one-to-three years of coaching
experience.
“Our peer-to-peer model brings
together the best in football to

fourth, two back.

Berger's victory did not come
without complications. On the
first hole on Sunday, he hit an
errant tee shot into trouble. He
was left to chip the ball out, but
only advanced it into the rough,
missing the fairway. He was left
with a 25 foot chip to save par.
As winners often get breaks in
golf, Berger made that chip, per-
haps saving the tournament for
him. Afterwards Berger said,
“Yeah, that could have been a
double or triple-bogey with the
blink of an eye. I was lucky to
save par there, and that kind of
got my round going and I hung

Berger's victory did not
come without complica-
tions. On the first hole on
Sunday, he hit an errant
tee shot into trouble. He
was left to chip the ball
out, but only advanced it
into the rough, missing the
fairway. He was left with a
25 foot chip to save par. As
winners often get breaks in
golf, Berger made that
chip, perhaps saving the
tournament for him.

North Mississippi Classic
announced as the newest
Web.com PGA Tour event 
OXFORD, MS– For the second
time in three weeks, the
Web.com Tour announced a new
tournament set to debut on the
annual schedule in 2018. The
North Mississippi Classic,
which will be played at the
Country Club of Oxford, will be
held the week of April 16-22,
2018, with 156 players compet-
ing for a $550,000 purse. A
three-year deal is in place
through 2020.
The North Mississippi Classic

joins the Savannah Golf
Championship in Savannah,
Ga., as the newest Web.com
Tour events ready to host the
next wave of PGA TOUR stars
in 2018.
The announcement was made on
Tuesday morning at a press con-
ference at the Country Club of
Oxford, with Web.com Tour
President Dan Glod, Century
Club Charities President Jeff
Hubbard and Managing Owner
of the Country Club of Oxford
Larry Britt in attendance.
“We are excited to bring the
North Mississippi Classic to
Oxford as we continue to grow

the Web.com Tour with new
events in strong markets,” said
Glod. “This community has
demonstrated a passion for golf,
and we are excited about the
opportunity to partner with
Country Club of Oxford and the
Century Club, which has a
proven tournament team that
operates a very successful PGA
TOUR event.  We are confident
this partnership will allow us to
engage fans, volunteers and
local businesses as we look to
cement our roots in North
Mississippi and increase our
charitable impact.”

The North Mississippi Classic
will be the third PGA TOUR-
sanctioned event to be held
annually in Mississippi, joining
the PGA TOUR’s Sanderson
Farms Championship and the
Mississippi Gulf Resort Classic
on PGA TOUR Champions.
Mississippi is one of just five
states to host an annual tourna-
ment on all three Tours, with
California, Florida, Georgia and
North Carolina being the other
four.
The event will be managed by
Century Club Charities, the non-
profit, 501(c)(3) organization
which manages the Sanderson
Farms Championship. Since
1994, the group has donated
over $14 million to charity
through the PGA TOUR stop.
The event’s Executive Director,
Steve Jent, will oversee the
North Mississippi Classic, with
proceeds benefitting charities
throughout the region.
"Century Club Charities looks

forward to hosting another great
professional tournament, which

NFL to host first Coaching
Clinic at Jets’ training center

on there at the end.”
The field also was not making it
easy for Berger. At one point on
Sunday there were 8 players tied
for the lead. One of those was
fan favorite Phil Mickelson who

UofM coach Norvell voted
TN Sports Writers College
Football Coach of Year

history. Memphis ranked in the
Top 25 in eight NCAA statistical
categories and set a school sin-
gle-season record with 34 touch-
down passes. The Tigers ranked
second in school history in total
offense (6,028 yards), total TDs
(63) and scoring (505).

Memphis also ranked fifth
nationally in turnovers gained
(29) and 17th in turnover margin
while returning three kicks for
touchdowns for the youngest
head coach in FBS. The Tigers
started the season 3-0 and won
three of its last four games,
including a 48-44 victory over

Please see sports page 4

exchange ideas, get into the
nuances of coaching, and inspire
the next generation of great
coaches,” said Troy Vincent,
NFL Executive Vice President
of Football Operations. “There
are so many aspects to coaching
beyond the Xs and Os, and this
affords our younger coaches a
first-hand opportunity to see
models of best practices and
achievement from coaches with
more experience.”
During the three-day event, a
panel of speakers composed of
retired or inactive coaches
renowned for their coaching
success and their reputation as
teachers will instruct and
demonstrate techniques, discuss
effective communication, and
share perspectives on best prac-
tices. There will also be presen-
tations, panel discussions,
breakout sessions and on-the-
field demonstrations.

Topics will include best prac-
tices for communicating with
players, basic mechanics for
each position, fundamentals in
the contact zone, building player
confidence, and improving tim-
ing and recognition skills.
“This NFL coaching clinic is a
wonderful undertaking,” says
former NFL executive and Hall
of Famer Bill Polian. “It gives
young coaches an opportunity to
learn skills and technique from
the very best coaching minds in
the game. I look forward very
much to participating in it.”

The list of executives and
coaches participating as faculty
include Troy Vincent, Bill
Polian, Matt Birk, Ted Cottrell,
Kevin Gilbride, Al Groh, Ray
Hamilton, Jim McNally,
Howard Mudd, Jimmy Raye,
Sr., Norv Turner, and Dave
Wannstedt. 

Legendary
Barkays

help 
celebrate

Juneteenth
25th Music

Festival 

“This is the final perform-
ance for Larry Dotson Sr.,
the Barkays’ lead singer,”
said Telisa Franklin,
Juneteenth’s president/CEO.
“Juneteenth revelers will
miss a treat if they don’t get
their tickets to see the
funkmasters in concert.”
Church Park on “World-
Famous” Beale Street.  

Juneteenth is the longest-run-
ning cultural festival in
Memphis and the go-to place for
eclectic music. This year, the
legendary Barkays is partnering
with Juneteenth on June 16 for a
night of live, funk and soul
music at the Cannon Center for
the Performing Arts.
ConFunkShun, another leg-
endary group, will join the
Barkays in concert. The doors
will open at 8 p.m. and concert
will follow at 9 p.m. 

“This is the final performance
for Larry Dotson Sr., the
Barkays’ lead singer,” said
Telisa Franklin, Juneteenth’s
president/CEO. “Juneteenth rev-

Please sports page 3

Please see sports page 3

Please see sports page 2

William M. Larsha, Jr.

"Century Club Charities
looks forward to hosting
another great professional
tournament, which will
allow us to again show-
case Mississippi hospitali-
ty to some of the best
golfers in the world – all
while raising much needed
money for a variety of
deserving charities,” said
Hubbard.


