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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of BIHMST
Sports

Correspondents

 

Travelers, join correspon-
dents  William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway  at

www.blackinformation
highway . c o m

Welcome, Travelers!

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Ashley Braun

William M. Larsha, Jr.  

For stats and facts on UofM Tiger  sports, detour to www.gotigersgo.com

 By William M. Larsha, Jr.,
Senior Correspondent

For
The Mid-South Tribune

And the
Black Information Highway

MEMPHIS, TN- For the second
time in the last four years,
Memphis was selected to host a
Regional in the NCAA Men's
Basketball Tournament. Many
cities vie for this honor and the
competition is fierce. The esti-
mated economic impact of host-
ing the Regional was over 5 mil-
lion dollars according to City
leaders. The City should be
proud of itself in putting on such
a good show two years ago, that
it got the bid again. Memphis is
so confident that it knows how
to host well that it has already
applied to host the event in both
2019 and 2021.
As for the games themselves,

four shades of blue descended
on Memphis for the beginning
of play on Friday March 24,
2017. The draw that ended up in
Memphis could not have been

Memphis enjoys successful
and exciting NCAA Regional;
Kentucky’s fall creates pure joy 

any better. There were blue-
bloods North Carolina, UCLA,
and Kentucky joined by high
seed Butler. It was the most
anticipated Regional of the
Tournament.
Friday's play began with North

Carolina versus Butler. North
Carolina withheld a challenge
from Butler in the second half.
They proved to be a bit too big
for Butler and eventually cruised
to a 92- 80 win. North Carolina
hot 6 of its first 7 threes and
Justin Jackson lead all scorers
with 24.

Friday's second match up
between UCLA and Kentucky
was more intriguing to
Memphians. It was the return of
former Memphis coach John
Calipari to FedExForum where
he coached the Tigers for 8 years
leading them to a Final Four.
Calipari left abruptly for
Kentucky and many Memphis
fans were upset with the way he
departed. Upon his introduction
before the game, a solid chorus
of boos could be heard. A lot of
Tiger fans did not want the

vision of Calipari cutting down
the nets in FedExForum to go to
a Final Four with the team he
left them for.
After a tight first half, Kentucky
took over in the second. Guard
De’Aaron Fox set the single
game scoring record for the
Tournament for freshmen with
39 points. He outplayed herald-
ed UCLA star freshman Lonzo
Ball who along with Fox is
expected to be a top NBA draft
pick this summer. The Wildcats
went on to win 86-75 setting up
a finals match up with North
Carolina with a Final Four berth
at stake.
Sunday, March 26, 2017 was

the day for that match up. It was
likely the biggest sporting event
of the day in the country. It had
two of the most storied college
basketball programs in history
pitted against each other to go to
the final four. It did not disap-
point. After a nip and tuck first
half and most of the second half,
the game came down to the last
10 seconds. 
With Kentucky down 3, fresh-

man Malik Monk hit a 3 pointer
over 2 North Carolina defenders
to tie the game at 73 all. Eight
seconds remained when North
Carolina in bounded the ball
without calling a timeout. Theo
Pinson drove the length of the
floor and found an open Luke
Maye who drained a 17 foot
jump shot with .3 seconds left
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It was the return of former
Memphis coach John
Calipari to FedExForum
where he coached the
Tigers for 8 years leading
them to a Final Four.
Calipari left abruptly for
Kentucky and many
Memphis fans were upset
with the way he departed.

• The South Regional is the only
2017 NCAA Men’s Basketball
Regional site to host all four top
seeds in No. 1 North Carolina,
No. 2 Kentucky, No. 3 UCLA
and No. 4 Butler from the pod.
• This marks the third time
FedExForum has played host to
the NCAA Men’s Basketball
South Regional (2009 and
2014).
• The 2009 NCAA Men’s
Basketball South Regional also
boasted the top-four seeds in the
pod with No. 1 North Carolina,
No. 2 Oklahoma, No. 3
Syracuse, No. 4 Gonzaga round-
ing out the field. No. 1 North
Carolina would advance to the
Final Four.
• Between the four programs in
the 2017 South Regional, the
quartet has combined to win 24
NCAA Men’s Basketball
Championships between UCLA

(11), Kentucky (eight), North
Carolina (five) and Butler
(none).
• The 2017 NCAA Men’s
Basketball South Regional is the
largest credentialed NCAA
Basketball Tournament site that
was not played inside a dome.
• The four teams in the 2017
South Regional have combined
to advance to the Final Four in
12 of the last 13 years dating
back to the 2005. The teams
have combined to win three
national championships during
the stretch: North Carolina
(2005 and 2009) and Kentucky
(2012).
• Sunday’s (March 26, 2017)
Regional Final contest features
the two programs with the top-
two tournament appearances
(104), tournament games (332),
tournament victories (240) and

Q&A with Tar Heels head coach Roy Williams,
Justin Jackson, Luke Maye, and Kennedy Meeks

North Carolina Tar Heels
North Carolina - 75,

Kentucky - 73.
ROY WILLIAMS: Well, it's a
fantastic feeling right now.
Second half we got off to a bad
start, turned it over a couple
times, they made shots, and all
of a sudden they tie the score,
and we make two or three shots

and get back up. And then it was
hit or miss all the way down the
stretch, and then all of a sudden
we're five down. And we had the
time-out and I told them the
same thing it was against
Arkansas. I told them at that
time it was going to be good for
us, and I felt like it would be
good for us today. What we had

to do is we had to play. Got to
get a great shot. Theo made a
tough shot, a runner on the base-
line, far across from our bench,
and then Justin made a tough
one, and believe it or not, we
went zone, just tried to see if we
could give them a different look.
They were getting too much
dribble penetration, and two or

three possessions, and they did-
n't score, and we make some
good plays. Luke Maye was sen-
sational in making baskets for
us, made the big pass down
court to Justin for the lay-up.
Theo made some big free
throws, Luke made some big
free throws, and we're still sit-
ting here.
They scored it, tied, we always

say if it's more than six seconds
attack, we're going to attack,
we're not going to call a time-
out. It was 7.2, I think, when
they scored and I was just
screaming go, go, go. And Theo
goes down the court and finds
Luke, and Luke made a bigtime
shot. We played them twice this
year, and it went down to the last

few seconds both times. One of
them was a scoring offensive
game. Today was an ugly game,
but we made enough shots at the
end.
Feel great for these kids, and

didn't know anything about this
water routine in the locker room,
so right now I'm soaking wet,
but it's the best dad-gum bath
I've ever had with my clothes on.

Q. Luke, you just walk us
through that final play
and what your mindset was as
you were setting up
for the shot.

LUKE MAYE: Yeah, they
made a big three. Monk hit it
over my hand, and then Theo

just drove down court and kind
of was penetrating towards the
basket and kind of picked my
man a little bit. And I just kind
of stepped back and he gave me
the ball, and I just shot it, and
luckily it went in. It was a great
feeling. I thank my teammates
so much and my coach for put-
ting me in that situation. Just
very blessed to have this oppor-
tunity.

Q. Kennedy and Justin, can
you talk about the game plan
to make things difficult for
Bam? And then did you expect
for Isaac Humphries to play
the way he did even though
you all were so effective on
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Q&A with losing coach John Calipari
(former UofM basketball head coach)

JOHN CALIPARI: You know,
it's amazing that we were in that
game where they practically
fouled out my team. Amazing
that we had a chance. So proud
of how these guys fought. So
proud of Isaac. Can you imagine
his first real opportunity to do
this was in this game, and he
performed? Amazing.
Five minutes to go, I told the

staff in the huddle, they're going
to go zone. Some guys argued. I
said, they're going to go zone.
And we did not quite execute.
We kind of -- we weren't in the
spots we were supposed to be in,
and it kind of started from there.
But they never stopped, and the
only -- I told them, they've got to

self-reflect because we made
some plays, some individuals
made some plays down the
stretch, like what were you
thinking, but young kids.
And the second thing is I've got
to look at myself. When that
three went in and it tied the
game, I probably should have
called a time-out. It entered my
mind, but they got that son-of-a-
b in so quick, I couldn't get to
anybody to do it. But I needed to
stop that right there. Someone
said, well, what happened? I
said, I don't know, and I proba-
bly will never know because I
won't watch this tape, and I
never watch the last tape of the
season. Watched enough tapes

all year. Watched a thousand
tapes. I'm not watching a thou-
sand and one.

But hats off to Carolina. What a
great team. Well coached. Roy
deserves to be there. They out-
played us, but I am proud of
these guys. Really am.

Q. Isaac, can you talk about
your performance today
[March 26], what was clicking
well for you, and then
Dominique, can you just talk
about Isaac's performance
and how that impacted you all
with the foul trouble that

 

NCAA 2017 SOUTH REGIONAL
Historical Notes (March 24-26)

at the
FEDEXFORUM

in 
MEMPHIS TENNESSEE
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... and star Kentucky Wildcats Dominique Hawkins,
and Isaac Humphries who gave it their best!


