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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of BIHMST
Sports

Correspondents

 

Travelers, join correspon-
dents  William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway  at

www.blackinformation
highway . c o m

Welcome, Travelers!

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Ashley Braun Gendek

William M. Larsha, Jr.  

Memphis Grizzlies Hold 17th
Annual MVP Thank You
Party... see sports page 2

***
Chandler Klemm Receives

Commissioner’s Post Graduate
Leadership Award... 

see sports page 5
***

NFL Answers Questions on
Free Agency ...

see sports page 2 
***

Time Traveler Opens as World’s
Fastest Spinning Coaster in

Branson, MO. ...
see sports page 5

***
TN State Parks Offer Free and

Guided Tours ... 
see sports page 5

MEMPHIS, TN – The Memphis
Grizzlies, led by St. Jude
Ambassadors Mike Conley and
Marc Gasol, will campaign for
Hoops for St. Jude throughout
March in order to raise aware-
ness of the lifesaving work done
by St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital through the Grizz
Assists for St. Jude campaign
along with in-arena activations.
The campaign will run begin-
ning today through the end of
the regular season via the
PLEDGE IT platform and will
place a dollar amount on each
recorded Grizzlies team assist

News Detour ...

DALLAS, TX (March 13,
2018) - On Sunday, March 25,
New York Times best-selling
author of SOAR and criminal
justice proponent T.D. Jakes will
host the 2018 Texas Offenders
Reentry Initiative (T.O.R.I)
graduation ceremony with spe-
cial guest speaker, Angela Rye. 

Rye is Principal and CEO of
IMPACT Strategies, a political
advocacy firm in the nation's
capital and a noted political
commentator.  This year, nearly
100 T.O.R.I. graduates will have
the opportunity to cross the
stage for graduation.  
The event will begin at 9 a.m.

CDT.  at  the Potter’s House of
Dallas, 6777 W. Kiest
Boulevard, Dallas, Texas 75236
Texas leads the country in mass

incarceration rates and the
T.O.R.I. program provides a
solution to newly released ex-
offenders to provide hope and
lower recidivism rates. Over the
past decade, T.O.R.I has aided
more than 10,000 ex-offenders
by providing a two-year curricu-

T. D. Jakes to host 2018 Texas Reentry
Initiative graduation ceremony as part
of Criminal Justice Awareness Month

lum that results in job, housing, 
Executive Director of the

T.O.R.I. program, Tina Naidoo,
remarked, “The annual ceremo-
ny is a demarcation of a fresh
start and an opportunity to
secure a brighter futures for their
families.  The certificate of com-
pletion is a tangible reminder of
their efforts to build new lives.” 
As a backdrop to the gradua-

tion, thoughts and public views
under the banner of

“Conversations with America”
(CWA) an annual public-opinion
survey conducted by Bishop
Jakes to gauge America’s
thoughts, concerns underscored
the most pressing issues today as
they relate to criminal justice
reform.  
According to the latest CWA

survey seven in 10 Americans
universally believe the nation’s
criminal justice system is “head-
ed in the wrong direction”
despite recent and persistent
cries for improvement.
Moreover, perceptions vary
greatly – and often starkly along
racial lines – around the causes
and remedies to inequality in
policing, courts and corrections.
Since 2004, more than 10,000
ex-offenders have successfully
completed the one-year program
that gives them the tools and
knowledge to successfully rein-
tegrate back into society and
remain crime-free. The unique
model which T.O.R.I. imple-

Please see sports page 4

Texas leads the country in
mass incarceration rates and
the T.O.R.I. program pro-
vides a solution to newly
released ex-offenders to pro-
vide hope and lower recidi-
vism rates. Over the past
decade, T.O.R.I has aided
more than 10,000 ex-offend-
ers by providing a two-year
curriculum that results in
job, housing, and education-
al opportunities.

Memphis Grizzlies tip-off  hoops
for St. Jude with Grizz Assists for
the campaign in-arena activations

Inaugural  NBA 2K
League Draft takes
place April 4 in NY

during all remaining games of
the 2017/18 regular season,
resulting in an overall perform-
ance-based donation.

Currently, the Grizzlies are
averaging 21.3 assists per game.
Conley and Gasol are tipping off
the campaign by pledging to
each donate $15 per team assist
made. Campaign supporters are
asked to pledge $.10, $.50, $1,
$5 or any customizable amount
of their preference. The total of
all pledges made per assist will
then be applied directly to the
total amount of team assists to
create one donation to St. Jude.

Fans can register their pledges at
pledgeit.org/grizz-assists. After
each game, supporters will
receive an e-mail updating them
on their current amount owed
with the opportunity to edit or
cancel the pledge. Pledges will
not be processed until the cam-
paign is over. New this year,
fans will also be eligible to be
selected for autographed prizes
based on their pledge amounts. 
Through the PLEDGE IT plat-

form, the Grizzlies are able to
turn pledges into donations sim-
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NFL releases 2017
performance-based
pay distribution list 

Team to Select Third in Second
Round in Snake Order

Style Draft

MEMPHIS, TN– The NBA 2K
League announced  that Grizz
Gaming will select 15th in the
first round of the inaugural NBA
2K League Draft on Wednesday,
April 4.  

The draft will consist of six
rounds with each team selecting
six players and will be snake
order, with the order of picks
reversing after each round. Grizz
Gaming will also select 20th
overall (Round 2), 49th overall
(Round 3), 54th overall (Round
4), 83rd overall (Round 5) and
88th overall (Round 6).  The 102

players available in the draft will
have been selected by the league
following an extensive tryout
process that began in January of
this year.

The draft lottery, conducted at
the MSG Networks 7th Avenue
Studio, determined the order of
selection for the NBA 2K
League Draft, which will take
place on Wednesday, April 4 at
The Hulu Theater at Madison
Square Garden’s Lobby in New
York (1 p.m. ET). 

In the non-weighted draft lot-
tery, each team had an equal
chance to receive the first over-
all pick.  The lottery was con-

NEW YORK, NY - NFL
Players will receive $134.16
million in “Performance-Based
Pay” for their performance dur-
ing the 2017 season, the NFL
announced recently. The
Performance-Based Pay pro-
gram is a collectively-bargained
benefit that compensates all
players, including rookies, based
upon their playing time and
salary levels.
In addition to the Performance-
Based Pay pool, the NFL
Players Association has elected
to dedicate $35.2 million in ben-
efits (i.e., $1.1 million per club)
to fund a Veteran Performance-
Based Compensation Pool (the
“Veteran Pool”) for players with
more than one accrued season.
In total, $169.36 million will be
disbursed to players under the
combined pools.
Tennessee Titans’ guard QUIN-

TON SPAIN earned the highest
amount of all NFL players, both

in the Performance-Based Pay
program, as well as the Veteran
Pool. Under the combined pools,
Spain will receive $489,782.
Spain, a 2015 undrafted free
agent out of West Virginia,
played in 14 games for the
Titans this season, starting all
games in which he played. He
played in 85.71% of Tennessee’s
offensive plays, as well 13.08%
of the Titans’ special teams
plays, while earning the league
minimum salary for a player
with two credited seasons. See
the tables below for the top 25
bonuses in each category.
Players have been paid nearly
$1.4 billion cumulatively since
the inception of the
Performance-Based Pay pro-
gram, which was implemented
as part of the NFL’s 2002
Collective Bargaining
Agreement with the NFL

Tennessee Titans’ guard Quinton Spain earned the
highest amount of all NFL players, both in the
Performance-Based Pay program, as well as the
Veteran Pool. 
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