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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of BIHMST
Sports

Correspondents

 

Travelers, join correspon-
dents  William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway  at

www.blackinformation
highway . c o m

Welcome, Travelers!

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Ashley Braun Gendek

William M. Larsha, Jr.  

The city of Nashville was noti-
fied on February 15 that it has
been selected as one of five
finalist cities to host either the
2019 or 2020 NFL Draft. Cities
will present their proposals and
final selections will be made at
the NFL Spring Meetings in
Atlanta this coming May.
Historically, the draft has been
held in New York City, but over
the past three years the Draft has
been held in Chicago (2015 &
2106) and in Philadelphia last
year. The 2018 NFL Draft will
be held in Arlington, Texas, at

MEMPHIS, TN – The
University of Memphis
women’s soccer team and head
coach Brooks Monaghan have
announced the 2018 spring
schedule which begins on Feb.
24 on the road at Alabama. The
schedule features five matches
in the city of Memphis – three at
the Park Avenue Campus and
two at Mike Rose – and one on
the road against Alabama. 

“We’re very excited with the
schedule that we have,” said
Monaghan. “We have great
competition ahead and we’re

JACKIE ROBINSON, a new
two-part, four-hour documen-
tary directed by Ken Burns,
Sarah Burns and David
McMahon, will air April 11 and
12, 9:00 p.m. ET on PBS. The
film tells the story of Jack
Roosevelt Robinson, who rose
from humble origins to break
baseball’s color barrier and
waged a fierce lifelong battle for
first-class citizenship for all
African Americans that tran-
scends even his remarkable ath-
letic achievements.  

This two-part special will air
locally on WKNO. Check list-
ings for times and cable and
satellite listings for channel des-
ignation.
“Jackie Robinson is the most
important figure in our nation’s
most important game,” said Ken
Burns. “He gave us our first last-
ing progress in civil rights since
the Civil War and, ever since I
finished my BASEBALL series
in 1994, I’ve been eager to make
a stand-alone film about the life
of this courageous American.
There was so much more to say
not only about Robinson’s barri-

Forty Minutes to Glory Inside
the Kentucky Wildcats’ 1978
Championship Season Doug
Brunk Forewords by Larry
Vaught and Tom Leach

Joe B. Hall, Jack “Goose”
Givens, Rick Robey, and Kyle
Macy—these names occupy a
place of honor in Rupp Arena,
home of the “greatest tradition
in the history of college basket-
ball.” The team and coaches
who led the University of
Kentucky Wildcats to their
94–88 victory over the Duke
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PBS  to air Ken Burns’s
‘Jackie Robinson’ in April 

Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in sports, becom-
ing both sports and civil rights legend (Photo/Courtesy:
Hulton  Archive Getty Images) 

er-breaking moment in 1947, but
about how his upbringing
shaped his intolerance for any
form of discrimination and how
after his baseball career, he

spoke out tirelessly against
racial injustice, even after his
star had begun to dim.”
Born in 1919 to tenant farmers

in rural Georgia and raised in
Pasadena, California, Robinson
challenged institutional racism
long before he integrated Major
League Baseball. As a teenager,
he demanded service at a
Woolworth’s lunch counter and Please see sports page 3

See additional story on
sports page 3

Funding for this two-day
event is provided by Bank of
America; Public
Broadcasting Service;
Corporation for Public
Broadcasting; The Arthur
Vining Davis Foundations;
Dalio Foundation; Mr. Jack
C. Taylor; and members of
The Better Angels Society,
including Jessica & John
Fullerton and John &
Catherine Debs.

refused to sit in the segregated
balcony at a local movie theater.
In 1944, while serving as a sec-
ond lieutenant in the U.S. Army,
Robinson was arrested after he
defied an order from a civilian
bus driver to move to the back of
a military bus. He was found not
guilty.
In the spring of 1947, Brooklyn

Dodgers General Manager
Branch Rickey signed Robinson
to a major league contract. To
help ensure the success of their
endeavor, and protect the big
league prospects of future
African-American players,
Robinson agreed to ignore the
threats and abuse that Rickey
assured him he would face. That
season, Robinson kept his word,
remaining silent while he daz-
zled fans with his brilliant play
and helped lead the Dodgers to
the National League pennant. By
the end of the year, he was the
most famous black man in the
country and in one poll, finished
second only to Bing Crosby as
the most popular American.

“Robinson is often celebrated
for stoically ‘turning the other
cheek’ to the threats and insults
he faced during his first season
in the majors, and what’s lost is
that this display of self-restraint
went completely against his
character,” said co-director

David McMahon. “This is a man
who was court-martialed for
refusing to move to the back of a
military bus in 1944, a decade
before Rosa Parks’s protest. He
was feisty, assertive and natural-
ly inclined to speak out against
the slights and indignities he
faced on and off the field, and
we wanted to create a more
nuanced picture of a man who is
often reduced to a two-dimen-
sional myth.”

‘Forty Minutes to Glory’
examines ‘78 Wildcats’
championship season

Blue Devils in the 1978 national
championship game are leg-
endary. Yet the full, behind-the-
scenes story of this team’s
incredible redemptive season
has remained untold until now.
In Forty Minutes to Glory, Doug
Brunk presents an inside
account of this celebrated squad
and their championship season
from summer pickup games to
the net-cutting ceremony in St.
Louis. Brunk interviewed every
surviving player, coach, and stu-

Please see sports page 4

UofM women’s
soccer announces
spring schedule

able to advantage of playing on
six dates with the addition of our
international game. It’s nice to
play as many games as we can in
the spring.” 
After opening the spring sched-

ule with Alabama on Feb. 24 at 1
p.m., the Tigers will have four-
straight home matches. On
March 18, Memphis welcomes
the Toronto Blizzard, a club
team under the direction of Joe
Parolini from Toronto, Canada,
to the Park Avenue Campus

Please see sports page 4

Nashville named a finalist city to
host either 2019 or 2020 NFL Draft

AT&T Stadium. 

“We are thrilled that Nashville
is one of the finalist cities for the
2019 or 2020 NFL Draft,” said
Amy Adams Strunk, Titans
Controlling Owner. “We are so
proud of Nashville and all that it
has to offer. This city has a num-
ber of unique qualities to show-
case and of course it knows how
to put on a show.  We look for-
ward to making that case to the
NFL owners in May.”
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We are thrilled that
Nashville is one of the final-
ist cities for the 2019 or 2020
NFL Draft,” said Amy
Adams Strunk, Titans
Controlling Owner. “We are
so proud of Nashville and all
that it has to offer. This city
has a number of unique qual-
ities to showcase and of
course it knows how to put
on a show.  We look forward
to making that case to the
NFL owners in May.”


