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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of BIHMST
Sports

Correspondents

 

Travelers, join correspon-
dents  William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway  at

www.blackinformation
highway . c o m

Welcome, Travelers!

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Ashley Braun Gendek

William M. Larsha, Jr.  

NFL Super Bowl activities in
Minnesota. See sports page 2

**
Orlando activities for Pro Bowl

See sports page 5
**

Mike Fisher  named TN Sports
Hall of Fame 2018 Professional

Athlete of the Year Award.
See page 2

**
NFL Man of Year Winners

Unite. See page 2

By Todd Bishop
from  

Geekwire.com

SEATTLE, WA - Former
Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer
has a unique perspective on
Seattle’s chances of bringing
back the NBA, as the owner of
the L.A. Clippers and a key
player in past efforts to retain the
Sonics and then land a new
team. He has made it clear from
the beginning that he will not
move the Clippers to Seattle.
However, when it comes time
for NBA expansion, he will be in
a position to make the case for
Seattle to the rest of the league.
So what will be Ballmer’s pitch?

Memphis Grizzlies
down  Lakers in
MLK Day contest

 
By William M. Larsha, Jr.,
Senior Sports Correspondent

The Mid-South Tribune
and the

Black Information Highway

MEMPHIS, TN- On Monday
January 15, 2018, the Memphis
Grizzlies faced the Los Angles
Lakers in the annual MLK Day
celebration game at FedEx
Forum in Memphis. It was the
16th time the Grizzlies have
hosted a game on the King
Holiday which seems appropri-
ate as Memphis is the city where
King was tragically assassinated
in 1968. The Grizzlies held off
the young Lakers by a score of
123-114 to bring their season
record to 14-28
Rookie Dillon Brooks led the

Grizzlies scoring with a career
high tying 19 points. Marc Gasol
added 17 points, and Tyreke
Evans threw in 15 points with 12
assists. Eight Grizzlies scored in
double figures. This tied the
franchise record. It was a game
of runs as the Lakers, playing

without starters Lonzo Ball and
Brandon Ingram, cut a 14 point
Grizzlies halftime lead to just
two points in the middle of the
3rd quarter. The Grizzlies then
went on a 15-2 run of their own
to extend the lead to 20 by the
start of the 4th quarter.

After the game, Coach J. B.
Bickerstaff put into perspective
the meaning of playing on the
occasion of Dr. King's birthday.
" We talked about understanding

MEMPHIS, TN. January 16,
2018 – The National Sports
Media Association (NSMA)
today announced that Memphis
Grizzlies television play-by-play
announcer Pete Pranica of FOX
Sports Southeast was voted the
2017 Tennessee State
Sportscaster of the Year, his first
NSMA State Sportscaster of the
Year award. 
Pranica will be honored along-

side NSMA Hall of Fame

Please see sports page 2

Pete Pranica voted 2017 TN
Sportscaster of the Year by
National Sports Media Assoc. 

“We always want to play for
something bigger than our-
selves and play for a higher
purpose. This game is the
ultimate higher purpose.
When you think about the
sacrifices that were made to
allow all of us to sit in this
room with one another and
the guys in the locker room
to be a part of one of the
greatest organizations in the
world with the NBA, and
with the Grizzlies, that stuff
didn’t come easy...” 
the importance of today’s game
and the thought that things were
more important than just us
amongst ourselves as a group.
We always want to play for
something bigger than ourselves
and play for a higher purpose.
This game is the ultimate higher
purpose. When you think about
the sacrifices that were made to

inductees Thomas Boswell,
Woody Durham, Bryant Gumbel
and Dick Weiss, 2017 National
Sportscaster of the Year Kevin
Harlan, 2017 National
Sportswriter of the Year Adrian
Wojnarowski and members in
each state (plus the District of
Columbia) selected as
Sportscasters and Sportswriters
of the Year during the 59th annu-
al NSMA Awards Weekend,

June 23-25, 2018 in Winston-
Salem, N.C. Coincidentally,
Pranica and Harlan both began
their play-by-play careers as
high school students at WGBP-
FM, a 10-watt student station at
what was then Premontre High
School in Green Bay, Wisconsin
(currently Notre Dame
Academy).

Currently in his 14th season

Please see sports page 2

Amazon and Seattle’s NBA big
dreams: Steve Ballmer on the
city bringing back the Sonics

I asked him that question last
week at a Rotary Club of Seattle
event. His answer and the subse-
quent discussion shed light on
how Amazon and the city’s tech
boom could factor into the out-
come — in both positive and
negative ways.

“Number one, Seattle did a
very good job of supporting a
basketball team for a long time,”
he said. “Number two, Seattle’s
gotten much more affluent since
the time the Sonics left and
moved to Oklahoma City.”
Seattle is “the most affluent city
in America” without an NBA
team, he said. “There’s no ques-
tion.”

That rise in affluence is tied

directly to the tech boom in the
city. But the resulting traffic in
and around Amazon could also
be a challenge for the KeyArena

Please see sports page 4


