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Travelers, detour
to coverage by

some of BIHMST
Sports

Correspondents

 

Travelers, join correspon-
dents  William M. Larsha, Jr.
and Ashley Braun in their
sports coverage of University
of Memphis Tigers, Memphis
Grizzlies, Memphis Redbirds,
Tennessee Titans, Southern
Heritage FedEx/St.Jude Golf
Classic, and much, much more
on The Mid- South Tribune
and the Black Information
Highway  at

www.blackinformation
highway . c o m

Welcome, Travelers!

www.blackinformationhighway.com

Ashley Braun

William M. Larsha, Jr.  

For stats and facts on Tiger  Women’s basketball, detour to www.gotigersgo.com

MEMPHIS, TN — On Sunday,
Jan. 15, the Memphis Grizzlies,
National Civil Rights Museum,
City of Memphis and Shelby
County will host the 15th
Annual Martin Luther King, Jr.
Celebration Game, presented by
AutoZone, in a nationally-tele-
vised contest on ESPN vs. the
Chicago Bulls at 8 p.m.  The cel-
ebration game events will also
include the annual symposium
and three other events to remem-
ber, celebrate and act on the
legacy left by Dr. King with this
year’s honorees of the 12th
Annual National Civil Rights
Museum Sports Legacy Award.
Associate celebration and game

The NFL recently announced
that Aquafina will serve as the
presenting sponsor of the 2017
Pro Bowl, which will take place
at Camping World Stadium in
Orlando on Sunday, January 29.
The 2017 PRO BOWL PRE-
SENTED BY AQUAFINA is a
re-imagined event that features a
return to the traditional AFC vs.
NFC format, and leading up to
the game, the NFL will host a
week-long festivities focused on
youth football to commemorate

MEMPHIS, TN, – January 5,
2016 – The player field for the
2017 Memphis Open was
unveiled.  The field includes five
players currently ranked in the
top 35 in the world, players from
13 different countries and five
continents, and former champi-
ons Sam Querrey (2010) and
Steve Darcis (2008).
“The fantastic mix of players

scheduled for this year’s

HBCU Talladega College
Marching Band to be at
the Trump inauguration

By Sheryl Estrada
Diversityinc.com 

Two former slaves, William
Savery and Thomas Tarrant,
founded Talladega College, one
of the country’s Historically
Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCU), in1867. It was the first
college in Alabama to admit stu-
dents of African American
descent.
When news began to circulate

on social media that 58th presi-
dential inaugural parade organ-
izers sent a December 21 letter
to Talladega’s Marching
Tornadoes, the school’s march-
ing band, inviting them to per-
form, many disproved.
Talladega students and alumni

Aquafina sponsors 2017 Pro Bowl

Grant Hill, Steve Smith
and Lisa Leslie to be
honored at MLK Game

sponsors include The Hyde
Family Foundations, Ashley
Homestore, Memphis Area Ford
Dealers and Coors Light.

This year’s honorees of the
12th Annual National Civil
Rights Museum Sports Legacy
Award feature a star-studded
lineup of NBA and WNBA
greats: Grant Hill, Steve Smith
and the second-ever female hon-
oree, Lisa Leslie. All will be
honored during the MLK Jr.
Celebration Day events, includ-
ing the newly renamed Earl
Lloyd Sports Legacy
Symposium presented by the
Hyde Family Foundations on

Players announced for
2017 Memphis Open

Please see sports page 3

Memphis Open represents rising
stars, established names and
unique playing styles,” said Erin
Mazurek, tournament director
for the Memphis Open. “Every
year, the Memphis Open is a
great place to see players from
around the world who will make
an impact during the new sea-
son, early in the calendar year.”

Among the highlights of the

Please see sports page 3

the brightest stars of today and
tomorrow.  

“As we showcase the NFL’s
best and celebrate the game of
football across all levels, we are
excited to partner with Aquafina
for the first time,” said RENIE
ANDERSON, NFL Senior Vice
President of Sponsorship and
Partnership Management.
“Given our focus on youth and
families at the Pro Bowl,
Aquafina is a great brand fit for
the reimagined event.” Please see sports page 3

against the school’s participation
object to comments made by
President-elect Donald Trump
regarding Blacks, Latinos and
immigrants during his presiden-
tial campaign, calling them dis-
paraging.
In addition, Trump’s slowness

to disavow the endorsement of
David Duke, former grand wiz-
ard of the Ku Klux Klan; his
reluctance to condemn the
behavior of racist supporters; the
birther movement against
President Barack Obama; and
the fact that Trump has not dis-
closed any policy positions on
HBCUs have all created discon-
tent.

A Talladega alumna, Shirley

Please see sports page 5

As the presenting sponsor,
Aquafina will be incorporated
into numerous elements of the
pregame week-long celebratory
events and have a significant
presence at Camping World
Stadium during the Pro Bowl. 
“We are thrilled to be teaming

up with the 2017 Pro Bowl to
reach NFL fans and families
everywhere,” said JUSTIN
TOMAN, PepsiCo Sports

Grizzlies to maul Chicago Bulls
Editorial Comment

from 
The Mid-South Tribune

We wish to congratulate
Talladega College of Alabama
for taking a strong stand against
those who have criticized this
HBCU (Historically Black
College and University) for
accepting the invitation to send
its marching band to the inaugu-
ration of Donald J. Trump.
Talladega’s president explained
most poignantly that band
members might never get a
chance to participate in such a
historic event. To those who
have a problem with this college
being part of  the inaugural
events, we say: “Get over it!
The election is over! Move on!”


