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Ms. Harriet Tubman conducts her
way to $20 Bill; Book explores life

Point Taken-Marist Poll examines
views on reparations for slavery
in the United States of America

By Arelya J. Mitchell,
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief

The Mid-South Tribune and
the Black Information

Highway

“Slavery in the United States
was a slave-breeding system.
This story of national expansion
premised on the reproduction of
captive humans who were labor,
merchandise, and a collateral,
all at once, is horrific, and it’s
basic to the story of our devel-
opment as a nation.” –The
American Slave Coast: A
History of the Slave-Breeding

Reparations for Slavery in the
United States?

Exclusively from Point
Taken-Marist Poll*

Poll released on May 10, 2016

Although nearly seven in ten
Americans oppose paying repa-
rations to African Americans
who are descendants of slaves
for the harm and racial discrimi-
nation caused by slavery, opin-
ion divides along racial lines
according to an Exclusive Point
Taken-Marist Poll (LINK), com-
missioned by WGBH Boston for
its new late-night, multi-plat-
form PBS debate series Point
Taken. While white Americans
overwhelmingly oppose restitu-
tion, a majority of African
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Differences based on gener-
ation are also present.
Millennials are more likely
than older generations to
favor paying reparations to,
both, the descendants of
slaves and the larger
African-American communi-
ty. However, 49% of millen-
nials oppose providing com-
pensation to the descendants
of slaves, and a majority,
56%, is against paying repa-
rations to African
Americans, in general.

Americans favor redress. Latino
Americans divide.

Nearly six in ten Americans
assert the current wealth of the
United States is not significantly

tied to work done in the past by
slaves, although most consider
the history of slavery and other
forms of racial discrimination to
be at least a minor factor in the
gap in wealth between white and
black Americans. Here too,
opinions differ based on racial
background.
The national survey was con-

ducted by The Marist Poll in
advance of this week’s Point
Taken episode, airing Tuesday,
May 10th at 11pm ET (check
local listings) and streaming on
pbs.org/pointtaken. The series is
hosted by Carlos Watson, Emmy
Award winning journalist and
OZY Media co-founder and
CEO.
68% of residents nationally do

not think the United States

should pay reparations to
descendants of slaves, and a
similar proportion of American
adults, 72%, argue that the
United States should not com-
pensate African Americans, in
general, for the harm caused by
slavery and other forms of racial
discrimination.

White Americans, 81%, are
much more likely than African
Americans, 35%, and Latinos,
47%, to oppose giving monetary
compensation to descendants of
slaves. Similarly, 85% of white
residents, but, only 32% of
African-American adults are
against giving reparations to all
African-American citizens. Of
note, Latinos divide about
whether or not reparations
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New ‘Roots’ ready for ‘Stream on Demand’
on History Channel at History.com if you
weren’t among the millions who watched
NEW YORK, NY – HISTORY
premiered “Roots” on Memorial
Day 2016. It aired over four con-
secutive nights  The four-night,
eight-hour event series devel-
oped by HISTORY, from A+E
Studios, is a historical portrait of
American slavery recounting the
journey of one family and their
will to survive and ultimately
carry on their legacy despite
hardship. 
To watch on demand, visit the

History Channel at History.com
The stellar cast includes
Academy Award winners Forest
Whitaker (“Fiddler”) and Anna
Paquin (“Nancy Holt”);

If you missed the premiere of
the new “Roots” on the
History Channel, you may
stream it on History.com. Also,
read the book by Alex Haley.

Academy Award nominee and
Emmy Award winner Laurence
Fishburne (“Alex Haley”);
Golden Globe Award winning
and Emmy Award nominated
actor Jonathan Rhys Meyers
(“Tom Lea”); Tony Award win-
ner Anika Noni Rose (“Kizzy”);
Grammy Award winner Tip
“T.I.” Harris (“Cyrus”); Chad L.
Coleman (“Mingo”); Emayatzy
Corinealdi (“Belle”); Matthew
Goode (“Dr. William Waller”);
Derek Luke (“Silla Ba Dibba”);
Mekhi Phifer (“Jerusalem”);
James Purefoy (“John Waller”);
Erica Tazel (“Matilda”) and
introduces Regé-Jean Page

(“Chicken George”) and
Malachi Kirby (“Kunta Kinte”). 

“’Roots’ allowed new audi-
ences to experience this epic
family saga with a new vision
that is both inspiring and
tremendously entertaining,” said
Buccieri. “We are proud that
HISTORY will be able to bring
new life to this powerful story
that remains as important today
as it did when the original
‘Roots’ first premiered.” 
“Nearly 40 years ago I had the
privilege to be a part of an epic
television event that started an
important conversation in
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A Book Review
Industry
The above is an assessment of

what was known as the Peculiar
Society to explain away the
immorality that slaves were
bred like cattle in American
society. Jimmy the Greek, who
lost his job as a sports announc-
er, can probably rest easier now.
Jimmy brought up this fact that
Blacks were bred to be the
equivalent of prized stallions
when he commented on the size
of African American athletes.
On national television, Jimmy

Freedom makers
now and then.

Follow the 
Drinking Gourd 

Author Jon N. Hale examines
‘The Freedom Schools’ from
the students’ perspective.
Book is available from
Columbia University Press.
(See more in this edition.)  

See  in this edition feature
and highlights on the 24th
Annual Memphis
Juneteenth Festival from
June 17-19

The
American

slave-
breeding

industry, a
stigma of

denial

From
The Mid-South Tribune

and the
Black Information Highway

www.
blackinformationhighway.com

MEMPHIS, TN –Written by
Dr. Kate Clifford Larson,
“Bound for the Promised Land:
Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an
American Hero” has been thor-
oughly researched and brings
new and more insight into a
woman who could neither read
nor write. In 2001, this became
the first biography written on
Harriet Tubman in 60 years. At
the time that made it Black
History and American History
for African Americans in the
21st Century.  Its relevancy is
even more poignant in 2016,
seeing that Ms. Harriet Tubman
has officially replaced President
Andrew Jackson, a slave-owner,
on the Twenty Dollar Bill.
“Like the biblical Moses who
led the Jews out of Egypt,
Tubman sprang from an unlikely
background—uneduca ted ,

female, and black—to emerge as
a leader among men. It is this
tale of physical and spiritual
struggle that has resonated with
Americans of many back-
grounds into the twenty-first
century,” states Dr. Larson in her
introduction.
Those familiar with the Harriet
Tubman history know that she
has been called ‘Moses’ for her
role as a ‘conductor’ on the
Underground Railroad, which is
the symbolic name for a series
of passageways, safe houses,
and other safe places that were
used by abolitionists and slaves
such as Harriet Tubman herself
to guide slaves to freedom.  That
‘slavehaven’ was either in the
Northern United States or
Canada.
(In Memphis, Tennessee,
Heritage Tours, an African
American-owned tour agency,
conducts ‘Slavehaven’ tours that
take visitors through parts of the
Underground Railroad in the
Mid-South area. For more infor-
mation on the Slavehaven tours,
call 901-527-3427 or travel on
the Black Information Highway
on the ‘Black History Lane’ on
www.blackinformationhigh-
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Visit the Harriet Tubman
Museum in Macon,
Georgia. Detour to 

www.tubmanmuseum.
com

way.com).
“Ms. Harriet Tubman is also the
symbol and ‘conductor’ on The
Mid-South Tribune and the
Black Information Highway at
wwww.blackinformationhigh-
way.com,” said Arelya J.
Mitchell, publisher/editor-in-
chief of The Mid-South South
Tribune and the Black
Information Highway. “As a kid,
I had always found Harriet
Tubman as someone to be
respected and to be remembered,
so I thought it apropos that she
should be the ‘conductor’ of the
Black Information Highway,
‘the 21st Century Underground
Railroad’. I’m glad to see this
in-depth book on Harriet
Tubman, because when I was
growing up, one didn’t see very
much on Harriet Tubman either
at the library or in your family
library. ‘Bound for the Promised
Land’ is Black History and
every Black family should own
a copy. In fact, every American
regardless of race, color, or
creed should appreciate what

Underground Railroad – a
symbolic name of a network of
persons who aided in establish-
ing passageways, routes, and
hiding places used for those
slaves escaping slave-holding
states. Some other names for the
Underground Railroad are:
Freedom Train, Promised Land,
Heaven, and the Gospel Train.

Agents or Shepherds – persons
who helped slaves find the
Underground Railroad

Conductors – These were the
guides who were in charge of
getting runaway slaves to safety.
Harriet Tubman is an example of
a ‘conductor’. 

Station Masters – people who

Underground
Railroad

Terms
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Reparation
for African

Descendants;
Is the U.S.
there yet?

By Bentley de Bardelaben
Executive for Administration

and Communications

Recently I was in a denomina-
tional business meeting where
someone asked, “What mission
projects can we do together?
Anyone familiar with the United
Nations campaign ‘International
Decade for People of African
Descent?’” I was not, so I asked
for more information, and what I
heard made me excited. But as
we sat together the tension
began to rise in the room as a
proverbial boogeyman was
injected into our conversation.
“REPARATIONS” was its


