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The University of Memphis continues to connect  students to employers.  

Black conservatives commemorate
Juneteenth ... from the front page  

OAKLAND. CA –
Congresswoman Barbara Lee
released the following statement
in observance of Juneteenth:
“Today we pause to celebrate

and commemorate Juneteenth –
the day in 1865 when news of
slavery’s end finally made its
way to Galveston, Texas. More
than two years after the signing
of the Emancipation
Proclamation, news of the
Proclamation and the Union’s
victory in the Civil War had not
reached Galveston, Texas. On
this day, 152 years ago, all
African Americans could finally
claim their freedom.
“Each year Juneteenth compels

us to confront the darkest chap-
ter in American history, a chap-
ter  that was born in the Middle
Passage, nurtured through slav-
ery and institutionally preserved
for hundreds of years. On
Juneteenth we remember the

Norvell voted TN Sports Writers Assoc.
College Football Coach of the Year

categories and set a school sin-
gle-season record with 34 touch-
down passes. The Tigers ranked
second in school history in total
offense (6,028 yards), total TDs
(63) and scoring (505).

Memphis also ranked fifth
nationally in turnovers gained
(29) and 17th in turnover margin
while returning three kicks for
touchdowns for the youngest
head coach in FBS. The Tigers
started the season 3-0 and won
three of its last four games,
including a 48-44 victory over
18th-ranked Houston, to finish
the regular season.

This is the second consecutive

season and third overall that a
Memphis football head coach
has be named the TSWA Coach
of the Year. Justin Fuente
received the honor in 2015 and
Tommy West was recognized in
2003.
The Tennessee Sports Writers

Association is comprised of
writers and editors and college
sports information directors who
work in sports in the state of
Tennessee.

era," said Project 21 member
Kevin L. Martin,  a U.S. Navy
veteran and business owner in
the Washington, D.C. area.  "Just
as the Union soldiers delivered
word to the last enslaved
Africans that the Civil War was
over and they were free, today
black Americans who under-
stand the potential of America
must deliver the word to our
community.  They need to teach
that only we can save ourselves
from the issues plaguing our
community such as hopeless-
ness, lack of economic empow-
erment, lack of quality educa-
tion, mass violence, distrust and
bitterness.  We must understand
that true freedom is in ourselves,

and not a gift granted by govern-
ment, politicians or self-styled
leaders of our community."

The observance of Juneteenth
and its emphasis on self-
improvement and advancement
soon spread from Texas to be
recognized in communities
across the United States.  While
Juneteenth is often celebrated
with festivities such as picnics
and parades, there is still an
emphasis on self-improvement
and education that is considered
an integral part of the obser-
vance.
"In our quest for freedom, the

descendants of chattel slavery
too often focus solely on past
suffering and our liberation from

it.  Those who freed us are often
forgotten in this uniquely
American story. These include
the white abolitionists, lawmak-
ers, solders and others who
toiled to advance our race and
give us hope," said Project 21
member Ted Hayes, a longtime
community organizer and home-
less activist in Los Angeles,
California.  "For too long, we've
not thanked God and those who
liberated our people for our
grand existence in this nation of
freedom.  Let's acknowledge
those liberators a little bit more
in the story as we observe
Juneteenth." 
Project 21 member Richard S.

millions of children, women,
and men who were abused, mas-
sacred, and sold as property in
this country. In doing so, we also
honor the courageous  champi-
ons who fought to end slavery
and the thousands of unsung
heroes whose names we will
never know. But as we remem-
ber the strength of our ancestors
and celebrate the end of slavery,

we also acknowledge the
inescapable legacy of racism
and discrimination slavery that
still lingers in our society.

“This year especially, Juneteenth
should serve as a reminder that
the struggle for equality is far
from over. African-Americans
continue to face disparities in
education, healthcare and eco-
nomic security and innocent
men and women continue to lose
their lives to the forces of fear
and ignorance deeply rooted in
our broken criminal justice sys-
tem. 

“Today, as we celebrate
Juneteenth may we recognize
the systemic and institutional
racial biases that continues to
plague our society. We must
recommit ourselves to address-
ing them with ceaseless forti-
tude.”

Cong. Barbara Lee marks 152nd
observance of Juneteenth history

nomic point of entry to supply
the demands of corporate
America. The Survey of
Business Owners data about
minority business receipts
speaks for itself and clearly
states that as a community there
is still much work to be done.
The Economic Development
Forum serves an important cata-
lyst that provides solutions to
address some of the economic
challenges facing our communi-
ty, says Luke Yancy II, CEO of
The MMBC Continuum. ” 
This year some of the solutions-
oriented seminars include
engaging M/WBEs in under-
served industry segments like
logistics and distribution; bona
fide minority – majority joint
ventures; preparing M/WBEs

MMBC presents 10th Economic
Development Conf. ...  from page 2

for the economic point of entry
where they supply the demands
of corporate American; intro-
ducing youth and young profes-
sionals to growth industries and

how to engage the largest gener-
ation since the Baby Boomers,
Millennials, to consider entre-
preneurship; and the premier

Please see page 4

NASHVILLE, TN – University
of Memphis head coach Mike
Norvell was voted the College
Football Coach of the Year by
the Tennessee Sports Writers
Association, the organization
announced Thursday.

Norvell will be honored during
the annual TSWA Hall of Fame
dinner and awards banquet set
for Thursday, July 13, at Baird
Chapel on the Cumberland
University campus.

The Tigers won eight games
under Norvell in his first year at
the helm, which are the most by
a first-year coach in program
history. Memphis ranked in the
Top 25 in eight NCAA statistical

Please see page 7

On Juneteenth we remem-
ber the millions of chil-
dren, women, and men
who were abused, massa-
cred, and sold as property
in this country. In doing
so, we also honor the
courageous  champions
who fought to end slavery
and the thousands of
unsung heroes whose
names we will never know. 

For more stats and facts
on UofM sports, detour to 

www.gotigersgo.com


