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‘Of Thee I Sing’ explores Black U.S.
military history and price of freedom

What 
is

Juneteenth?
By Charles Blatcher III
A book excerpt from “Of

Thee I Sing”

“What’s the price of freedom?”
People throughout the world
have asked the question for cen-
turies. While opinions differ on
the answer, most people agree
that the cost is not cheap, and the
payment plan is extended over
generations. Regardless of how
substantial the down payment,
there is a life long maintenance
fee associated with the attain-
ment. The contributions that
minority Americans have made
in the defense of this nation are a
substantial down payment
towards freedom. Many of the
men and women who made this
initial downpayment did not
have the opportunity to enjoy
the benefits for their investment.
The downpayment was paid in
their blood.

Our nation’s government has
not always acknowledged the
facts surrounding the minority
investment in the principles of
democracy. Black and white cit-
izens of the country are equally
ignorant of the facts. The
absence of information in our
public education system and in
our national museum network
contributes to the public’s igno-
rance. Hollywood has been
instrumental in raising public
awareness on the subject with
movies such as Glory, The
Tuskegee Airmen and The
Buffalo Soldiers. They have also
perpetuated the distortion of the
history through the production
of movies such as the Hell
Fighters, the Red Ball Express,
Patton and Saving Private Ryan.

In their portrayal of the deeds
and contributions, the credit is
given to White GI’s.
In real life, the “Hell Fighters”

were black soldiers of the 369th
Infantry Regiment in World War
I. The name was given to them
by their German adversaries.
The “Red Ball Express” was the
Quartermaster Transportation
Unit that supplied the troops on

their march through Europe in
World War II. Seventy-percent
of the men were black. In the
movie Patton, the only black
face in the film was that of his
orderly.  Many Americans do not
know that the All-Black 761st
“Black Panther” Tank Battalion
spearheaded General George
Patton’s victorious charge across
Europe in World War II. They

suffered a casualty rate of fifty-
percent. According to the movie
Saving Private Ryan, there was
no black participation in the D-
Day Invasion on 6 June, 1944.
Few are aware that the all-black
320th Anti Aircraft Barrage
Balloon Battalion and black
medics were on Omaha Beach at
zero hour on that day.
Hollywood’s attributing of the
names, deeds and accomplish-
ments to White GI’s totally dis-
torts the history. The distortions
are of total disregard of the
importance that the history holds Please see page 2

the future generations of minori-
ty people in America.

Office of the Supreme
Commander

Subject: Commendation
To: The Commanding

Officer, Officers and men of the
320th AA Balloon Battalion

(Through:
Commanding General, First

United States Army)

“…Your battalion landed in
France on 6 June, 1944, under
artillery, machine gun and rifle
fire. Despite in losses sustained,
the battalion carried out its mis-
sion with courage and determi-
nation, and proved an important
element of the air defense team.
The cheerfulness and devotion
to duty of officers and men have
been commented on by the per-
sonnel of other units.
This report is most gratifying to

me. I commend you and the offi-
cers and men of your battalion
for your fine efforts which has
merited the praise of all who
have observed it.”

-Dwight D. Eisenhower,
General, U.S. Army – 26 July
1944
The facts that are presented in

this publication are not widely
disseminated to the public. The
information is not provided to
our youth as a part of American
History taught in our Nation’s
Public Education System. They
are not the facts that you will
find presented in the nation’s
premier cultural institution, the
Smithsonian Institute. For those
who would argue the worthiness

By Arelya J. Mitchell,
Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
The Mid-South Tribune 

and the 
Black Information Highway

“Slavery in the United States
was a slave-breeding system.
This story of national expansion
premised on the reproduction of
captive humans who were labor,
merchandise, and a collateral,
all at once, is horrific, and it’s
basic to the story of our develop-
ment as a nation.” –The
American Slave Coast: A
History of the Slave-Breeding
Industry

The above is an assessment of
what was known as the Peculiar
Society to explain away the
immorality that slaves were bred
like cattle in American society.
Jimmy the Greek, who lost his
job as a sports announcer, can
probably rest easier now. Jimmy
brought up this fact that Blacks

WASHINGTON D.C. - In
observance of "Juneteenth," the
oldest and most popular com-
memoration of the end of slav-
ery in the United States, mem-
bers of the Project 21  black
leadership network are urging
black Americans to overcome
the hurt of past suffering and
focus on the current opportuni-
ties and freedoms offered to
them in modern-day America.

Juneteenth marks the total
emancipation of enslaved
Americans. But a form of slav-
ery still exists within the black
community when too many of
us confine ourselves to a rigid

It might not have the status
and the popularity of Black
History Month, but Juneteenth is
very much a part of Black
History. This belated celebration
of President Abraham Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation is
celebrated right on time these
days. No waiting. It’s over. Let
the celebrations continue in the
21st Century. 

Lincoln issued the
Emancipation Proclamation on
September 22, 1862 and it went
into effect on January 1, 1863.
This historic document freed the
slaves, but it did not reach the
slaves of Texas until May of
1865 and still the Confederate
Army of Trans-Mississippi did
not surrender until June 2, let
alone recognize the
Proclamation. Union General
Gordon Granger took about
2,000 troops and landed on
Galveston Island on June 18th.
The next day, June 19, 1865,
landed in the history books
when General Granger read
General Order No. 3 and formal-
ly announced that all slaves
were free.  And the creative
combination of June and
Nineteenth became one word—
Juneteenth.

This acknowledgement of free-
dom to Galveston slaves became
a benchmark in Black History
and re-invoked the 13th
Amendment which freed the
slaves and outlawed the practice
of slavery in the United States of
America.

Americans do not know that
the All-Black 761st “Black
Panther” Tank Battalion
spearheaded General
George Patton’s victorious
charge across Europe in
World War II. They suffered a
casualty rate of fifty-percent.
According to the movie
Saving Private Ryan, there
was no black participation in
the D-Day Invasion on 6
June, 1944. Few are aware
that the all-black 320th Anti
Aircraft Barrage Balloon
Battalion and black medics
were on Omaha Beach at
zero hour on that day.
Hollywood’s attributing of
the names, deeds and accom-
plishments to White GI’s
totally distorts the history.
The distortions are of total
disregard of the importance
that the history holds the
future generations of minori-
ty people in America.

Black conservatives commemorate Juneteenth
and urge for more economic empowerment

Hip Hop Hall of Fame Museum to create
jobs, retail outlets, and entrepreneurship

The American
Slave-Breeding

Industry, a
Stigma of
Denial*

Please see page7

political mindset.  Due to a very
effective campaign waged by
the political left, an overwhelm-
ing number of us blindly support
policies that are not good for us
or our community because we
are duped into believing conser-
vatives are racist.  Conservatives
value freedom, and that's what
Juneteenth is all about," said
Project 21 co-chairman Stacy
Washington, a columnist and
talk radio host in St, Louis,
Missouri.  "Not only is the left's
smear campaign false, it's detri-
mental to the transactional
nature of voting.  We marginal-
ize ourselves with our monolith- Please see page 3

"Juneteenth provides a blue-
print for black success in the
modern era," said Project 21
member Kevin L. Martin,  a
U.S. Navy veteran and busi-
ness owner in the
Washington, D.C. area.
"Just as the Union soldiers
delivered word to the last
enslaved Africans that the
Civil War was over and they
were free, today black
Americans who understand
the potential of America must
deliver the word to our com-
munity.  They need to teach
that only we can save our-
selves from the issues plagu-
ing our community ...”

ic support of a leftist agenda that
fails to improve black lives.  I
hope this Juneteenth can mark a
new beginning for blacks in
America with a return to requir-
ing real results for political sup-
port."
Juneteenth, now an official hol-

iday or observance in at least 40
states, will be observed on
Monday, June 19, 2017.  It com-
memorates the anniversary of
the arrival of Union troops in
Galveston, Texas on June 19,
1865.  Those soldiers informed
residents that the Civil War was
over and President Abraham
Lincoln's Emancipation

Proclamation abolished slavery
two-and-a-half years earlier.
Galveston's former slave popu-

lation began celebrating their
freedom on the anniversary of
this day in an event that became
known as Juneteenth.  The com-
memoration became a stabiliz-
ing and motivating presence
among black Texans experienc-
ing new uncertainties associated
with their newfound freedom
and their full integration into
American society.
"Juneteenth provides a blueprint
for black success in the modern

NEW YORK, June 6, 2017
/PRNewswire/ -- Hip Hop
Television Channel  announced
that the Official Hip Hop Hall of
Fame + Museum to the World
has won its bid to acquire a
major Harlem building and
development site in this histori-
cal Arts and Cultural corridor of
the World in New York City.
Cleveland is home to the Rock
Hall of Fame and Harlem will
be the location for the Hip Hop
Hall of Fame Headquarters. 
The Hip Hop Hall of Fame is

Chartered non-profit 501 (c)3
Museum and Educational
Institution whose mission is to
Preserve, Archive, Exhibit,
Educate, and Showcase Hip Hop
Music & Culture from around

the world. To also conduct
Research and Studies document-
ing hip-hop's historical influence
on American Pop Culture and its
Socio-Economic Impact on
Societies and Trends around the
world.
The HHHOF development team
anticipates completing the build-
ing acquisition process over the
next few months, and is making
pre-development preparations to
move right into the redesigning
of the building's exterior and
interior infrastructure in the

'phase I' plan set to open in
February 2018. 'The preliminary
plan includes a ground floor
themed HHHOF café, gallery,
visitors bureau, and retail gift
store with a second floor
HHHOF museum, event space,
offices, and multi-media studio
for film and television content
production in partnership with
the HHHOF Arts & Media
Youth Academy students that
will be training for careers in
tech and media, while producing
real-life content for the museum,

and the hip hop television chan-
nel network', stated JT
Thompson the Creator and
Executive Producer of the first
ever Hip Hop Hall of Fame
Awards TV show that aired on
BET Network in the 1990s, and
Founder of the Hip Hop Hall of
Fame + Museum.
Phase II planning will include a

full scale design and build
development of the total site that
could be approximately 20 sto-
ries high and include The Hip

Please see page 4

Smithsonian Channel 
profiles Michelle Obama
among its “First Ladies
Revealed” special  series

beginning  July 2.
See full story in 

this edition 
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OAKLAND, CA - Some years
ago I delivered a lecture on J.A.
Rogers’ Five Negro Presidents.
Rogers had written a pamphlet
that included Andrew Jackson as
one of the five presidents of the
United States who had Negro
lineage.

The Virginia Magazine of
History, Vol. 29, p. 191, says that
Jackson was the son of a white
woman who had “intermarried
with a Negro and that his eldest
brother had been sold as a slave
in Carolina.” What gave an air
of truth to this was that the elder
Jackson died before Andrew was
born. His widow went to live on
the Crawford farm where there
were Negro slaves and that one
of these was Andrew’s father. It
was stressed that Andrew was
conceived after the death of his
supposed father, whose name he
bore.

However, while researching
Rogers’ allegation about
Andrew Jackson’s bloodline, I
discovered a far stranger story
than the Virginia Magazine’s
charge about Jackson’s Negro
ancestry. There is a scandal sur-
rounding the biography of
Andrew Jackson as significant
as the one currently engulfing
Donald Trump, one of Jackson’s

‘Of Thee I Sing’ explores Black U.S.
military history from front page
of the inclusion, I remind you of
the following fact: There is no
single contribution that minori-
ties Americans have made to this
nation that equals the impor-
tance of our military contribu-
tions. For all practical purposes,
it is the “cornerstone” of our
rights and claim for equal enti-
tlement under the doctrine of
democracy.

*This excerpt is from “Of Thee
I Sing” by Charles Blatcher III.
A portion of the proceeds
derived from the sale of the book
(ISBN 0-965791505) will go
towards supporting the contin-
ued work of the National
Minority Military Museum
Foundation. For more informa-
tion, email Mr.  Blatcher at 
cnmmmf @aol.com .

About the author Charles
Blatcher III

Mr. Blatcher is the founder and
chief executive officer of the
National Minority Museum
Foundation. He is a decorated
Vietnam veteran who was hon-
orably discharged from the
United States Navy in 1969. He
was a delegate At-Large to the
White House Conference on

Charles Blatcher III, author of “Of Thee I Sing”

SPRINGFIELD, Mass., June 15,
2017 /PRNewswire/ -- The
majority of African American
parents (82 percent) agree that a
college education is important
and nearly the same amount (81
percent) agree that saving for
college is a high priority.
However, nearly 3 out of 5 (58
percent) are concerned about
paying for college and half (49
percent) are concerned about the
affordability in the future,
according to new research from
Massachusetts Mutual Life
Insurance Company
(MassMutual).
MassMutual's College Planning
and Saving Study examined the
attitudes, behaviors and needs of
families related to planning for
and funding higher education.
The study provides a deeper
understanding of the importance
placed on education and how
ethnicity affects family deci-
sions and financial behavior. 
For African American parents
college is seen as the path
towards high-paying careers,
financial security, and respect.
"Overwhelmingly, we heard par-
ents emphasize the importance
of an education, especially in
today's world, to help their chil-
dren not only secure their finan-
cial futures but to help safeguard
them against discrimination and
other societal woes," said Evan
Taylor, a director of multicultur-
al markets with MassMutual.
"Many view an education as a
critical tool for their children to
move toward more equal footing
in society as a college degree is
something that can never be

 

Families in 1979; and the 1988
recipient of the George
Washington Medal of
Excellence from the Freedom
Foundation, at Valley Forge. His
advocacy to acknowledge the
contributions of minority veter-
ans has been recognized by a

host of foreign governments. He
is the 1999 recipient of the
Congressional Black Caucus
Outstanding Service to the
Community Award. Mr.
Blatcher was inducted into the
International Educators’ Hall of
Fame in 2000.

Scholar ponders: Did Andrew
Jackson have ‘Negro’ ancestry? 

greatest admirers.

Jackson’s Biographers
Suffered Strange Fates

“The Life of Andrew Jackson”
by John Reid and John Henry
Eaton is Andrew Jackson’s first
biography and covers his early
life and his military exploits dur-
ing the War of 1812. The Reid-
Eaton biography of Andrew
Jackson was first published in
1817, but was greatly revised in
1824 and 1828. The later revi-
sions made such extensive
changes to the key facts of
Jackson’s life that the accuracy
of these later works has been
challenged by a number of
scholars. The 1817 Reid-Eaton
account of Andrew Jackson’s
life is not only the earliest
account of the general’s life but
authorities recognized this work
as Andrew Jackson’s official
biography.

In 1814, a member of Jackson’s
military staff, Colonel Arthur
Haynes first proposed that
David Ramsey write an account
of the general’s military career.
Dr. David Ramsey was a well-
known and respected historian.
However, immediately upon
taking up the project and gather-
ing information, a stranger, with
no apparent motive shot and
killed Dr. Ramsey. Colonel
Haynes then consulted other
potential biographers to contin-
ue the project. He chose Edward
Livingston who, in the early
days, was a frequent visitor at
the Hermitage, Jackson’s
Nashville plantation.

Livingston was both a confi-
dante of the general and a pro-
tégé of Jackson’s wife, Rachel.
Livingston completed a signifi-
cant amount work on the proj-
ect-- as letters between him and
John Reid, Jackson’s personal
secretary, demonstrate.

However, unexpectedly,
Livingston withdrew from the
project and delivered his
research and papers over to John
Reid. Then Livingston disap-
peared. Reid claims to have
‘lost’ Livingston’s manuscript.
After Edward Livingston’s
‘withdrawal’ from the project,
John Reid gathered up the
Ramsey and Livingston research
and completed a prospectus,
which he presented to Andrew

However, while researching
Rogers’ allegation about
Andrew Jackson’s bloodline,
I discovered a far stranger
story than the Virginia
Magazine’s charge about
Jackson’s Negro ancestry.
There is a scandal surround-
ing the biography of Andrew
Jackson as significant as the
one currently engulfing
Donald Trump, one of
Jackson’s greatest admirers.

A Black History Perspective

Please see page 7

MassMutual's College Planning
and Saving Study presents ways
to fund college education - plus

taken away. For this reason,
most parents expect their chil-
dren to go to college and are
savvy in finding ways to pay for
it."
Top ways to pay for college
cited by African American
respondents to the survey
included college-sponsored
scholarships (48 percent), feder-
al student aid (42 percent), own
savings (37 percent) and work-
study programs (35 percent).  In
fact, more African Americans
cited having a child participate
in a work-study program as a
source of funding than any other
group.
Based on the study's insights,
MassMutual offers three practi-
cal tips to help African
American families plan and save
for college:
Hope is not a plan. Begin with a
clear picture of your family's
finances. Then identify priori-
ties, budget for the unexpected,
and start saving as early as you
can. The birth of a child is a
great time to begin saving for
your child's education. Time is
on your side. The money will
work for you as it earns interest,
which compounds over the
years. There are many tools and
calculators to help you figure
out how much you need to save.
Visit the MassMutual savings
calculator. 
Continue to be resourceful.  Get
your child involved in exploring
scholarships, grants and work-
study programs.  
Talk early and often.   Sit down

with your child and talk about
their dreams and aspirations

before choosing a college and
major.  Help your child balance
being realistic with aspirational
when choosing what colleges to
apply to.   Help them think about
what schools and majors will
help them land a job in their cho-
sen career after graduation.
Lastly, discuss how some
careers may require further edu-
cation, like graduate school.
The findings of this research
study come on the heels of
MassMutual's launch of its
newly refreshed brand, which
was designed to better reflect
and build on the legacy and the
core values that have guided the
company since its founding.
The new brand recognizes that
while the world celebrates inde-
pendence, true happiness comes
from interdependence and our
reliance on one another.  
"We're here to help educate
African American parents about
options for their families, and
then help them make their finan-
cial goals a reality," concluded
Taylor.

Methodology 

MassMutual's College Planning
and Saving Study was conduct-
ed for MassMutual by New
American Dimensions, LLC in
December 2016 to examine the
attitudes and needs of families
related to education planning
and funding. Qualitatively, 22
mini focus groups were conduct-
ed with five ethnic groups
(Hispanic/Latino, African

Please see page 12

MMBC presents 10th Economic Development
Forum on ‘The New Dynamics of Growing
M/WBEs’ for supply and demand equation
MEMPHIS, TN – June 18, 2017
– The Economic Development
Forum (EDF) in its tenth year,
produced by The MMBC
Continuum/Memphis MBDA
Business Center, is scheduled
for June 27-29 at the all new
Guest House at Graceland (3600
Elvis Presley Blvd., Memphis,
TN). As the largest economic
development conference in the
mid-south, the EDF convenes
top decision makers and busi-
ness executives of major corpo-
rations, minority and women-
owned business enterprises,
local small businesses, commu-
nity partners and a host of other
stakeholders who understand the
benefits of economic inclusion.
The conference is designed to
demonstrate business concepts
and models that provide solu-
tions to produce greater eco-
nomic inclusion for minority
and women-owned businesses. 
The conference opens with the
Power Breakfast featuring the

keynote speaker Darrell
Freeman, Founder of Zycron,
Inc. Luncheon keynote speakers
are Sara Prince, Principal at
McKinsey & Company, Inc. a
renowned management consult-
ing firm and Randall Melton,
Vice President of Merchandising

for Kroger Delta Marketing
Area. 
“The MMBC Continuum is
focused on connecting minority
businesses to procurement
opportunities while at the same
time preparing them for the eco-

Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s Exploring Black Capitalism Business &
Economics Special Edition. To Advertise, email to MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

Please see page 3
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The University of Memphis continues to connect  students to employers.  

 

Black conservatives commemorate
Juneteenth ... from the front page  

OAKLAND. CA –
Congresswoman Barbara Lee
released the following statement
in observance of Juneteenth:
“Today we pause to celebrate

and commemorate Juneteenth –
the day in 1865 when news of
slavery’s end finally made its
way to Galveston, Texas. More
than two years after the signing
of the Emancipation
Proclamation, news of the
Proclamation and the Union’s
victory in the Civil War had not
reached Galveston, Texas. On
this day, 152 years ago, all
African Americans could finally
claim their freedom.
“Each year Juneteenth compels

us to confront the darkest chap-
ter in American history, a chap-
ter  that was born in the Middle
Passage, nurtured through slav-
ery and institutionally preserved
for hundreds of years. On
Juneteenth we remember the

Norvell voted TN Sports Writers Assoc.
College Football Coach of the Year

categories and set a school sin-
gle-season record with 34 touch-
down passes. The Tigers ranked
second in school history in total
offense (6,028 yards), total TDs
(63) and scoring (505).

Memphis also ranked fifth
nationally in turnovers gained
(29) and 17th in turnover margin
while returning three kicks for
touchdowns for the youngest
head coach in FBS. The Tigers
started the season 3-0 and won
three of its last four games,
including a 48-44 victory over
18th-ranked Houston, to finish
the regular season.

This is the second consecutive

season and third overall that a
Memphis football head coach
has be named the TSWA Coach
of the Year. Justin Fuente
received the honor in 2015 and
Tommy West was recognized in
2003.
The Tennessee Sports Writers

Association is comprised of
writers and editors and college
sports information directors who
work in sports in the state of
Tennessee.

era," said Project 21 member
Kevin L. Martin,  a U.S. Navy
veteran and business owner in
the Washington, D.C. area.  "Just
as the Union soldiers delivered
word to the last enslaved
Africans that the Civil War was
over and they were free, today
black Americans who under-
stand the potential of America
must deliver the word to our
community.  They need to teach
that only we can save ourselves
from the issues plaguing our
community such as hopeless-
ness, lack of economic empow-
erment, lack of quality educa-
tion, mass violence, distrust and
bitterness.  We must understand
that true freedom is in ourselves,

and not a gift granted by govern-
ment, politicians or self-styled
leaders of our community."

The observance of Juneteenth
and its emphasis on self-
improvement and advancement
soon spread from Texas to be
recognized in communities
across the United States.  While
Juneteenth is often celebrated
with festivities such as picnics
and parades, there is still an
emphasis on self-improvement
and education that is considered
an integral part of the obser-
vance.
"In our quest for freedom, the

descendants of chattel slavery
too often focus solely on past
suffering and our liberation from

it.  Those who freed us are often
forgotten in this uniquely
American story. These include
the white abolitionists, lawmak-
ers, solders and others who
toiled to advance our race and
give us hope," said Project 21
member Ted Hayes, a longtime
community organizer and home-
less activist in Los Angeles,
California.  "For too long, we've
not thanked God and those who
liberated our people for our
grand existence in this nation of
freedom.  Let's acknowledge
those liberators a little bit more
in the story as we observe
Juneteenth." 
Project 21 member Richard S.

millions of children, women,
and men who were abused, mas-
sacred, and sold as property in
this country. In doing so, we also
honor the courageous  champi-
ons who fought to end slavery
and the thousands of unsung
heroes whose names we will
never know. But as we remem-
ber the strength of our ancestors
and celebrate the end of slavery,

we also acknowledge the
inescapable legacy of racism
and discrimination slavery that
still lingers in our society.

“This year especially, Juneteenth
should serve as a reminder that
the struggle for equality is far
from over. African-Americans
continue to face disparities in
education, healthcare and eco-
nomic security and innocent
men and women continue to lose
their lives to the forces of fear
and ignorance deeply rooted in
our broken criminal justice sys-
tem. 

“Today, as we celebrate
Juneteenth may we recognize
the systemic and institutional
racial biases that continues to
plague our society. We must
recommit ourselves to address-
ing them with ceaseless forti-
tude.”

Cong. Barbara Lee marks 152nd
observance of Juneteenth history

nomic point of entry to supply
the demands of corporate
America. The Survey of
Business Owners data about
minority business receipts
speaks for itself and clearly
states that as a community there
is still much work to be done.
The Economic Development
Forum serves an important cata-
lyst that provides solutions to
address some of the economic
challenges facing our communi-
ty, says Luke Yancy II, CEO of
The MMBC Continuum. ” 
This year some of the solutions-
oriented seminars include
engaging M/WBEs in under-
served industry segments like
logistics and distribution; bona
fide minority – majority joint
ventures; preparing M/WBEs

MMBC presents 10th Economic
Development Conf. ...  from page 2

for the economic point of entry
where they supply the demands
of corporate American; intro-
ducing youth and young profes-
sionals to growth industries and

how to engage the largest gener-
ation since the Baby Boomers,
Millennials, to consider entre-
preneurship; and the premier

Please see page 4

NASHVILLE, TN – University
of Memphis head coach Mike
Norvell was voted the College
Football Coach of the Year by
the Tennessee Sports Writers
Association, the organization
announced Thursday.

Norvell will be honored during
the annual TSWA Hall of Fame
dinner and awards banquet set
for Thursday, July 13, at Baird
Chapel on the Cumberland
University campus.

The Tigers won eight games
under Norvell in his first year at
the helm, which are the most by
a first-year coach in program
history. Memphis ranked in the
Top 25 in eight NCAA statistical

Please see page 7

On Juneteenth we remem-
ber the millions of chil-
dren, women, and men
who were abused, massa-
cred, and sold as property
in this country. In doing
so, we also honor the
courageous  champions
who fought to end slavery
and the thousands of
unsung heroes whose
names we will never know. 

For more stats and facts
on UofM sports, detour to 

www.gotigersgo.com
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Hip Hop Hall of Fame Museum to create jobs, retail
outlets, and entreprenership... from front page

artists, poets, scholars, educa-
tors, politicians, fashion, entre-
preneurs, entertainers and com-
munity leaders from New York
City throughout the world. Hip
Hop music and culture will now
join that legacy in Harlem's New
Renaissance with the Hip Hop
Hall of Fame + Museum open-
ing up its offices on the historic
125th Street.
Hip Hop music and culture
today is a thriving social and
economic marketplace encom-
passing music, film, sports, tele-
vision, fashion, education, tech,
and advertising. The HHHOF
serves a very unique, diverse,
and loyal targeted global audi-
ence that consist of youth demo-
graphics ages 12-34, and their
families 25-55 who spend and
influence approximately $1
Trillion dollars per year accord-
ing to Russell Simmons adver-
tising agency, on products, serv-
ices, events, merchandise, and
technology.

The Capital Campaign

The HHHOF to launch $150M
Capital Fundraising Campaign
to complete acquisition of the
Harlem building and develop-

ment site, Phase I Museum &
Retail build-out for February
2018 opening, Memorabilia &
Archive Development and
Acquisitions, three years
Operational Budgetary Funding,
and full HHHOF Museum &
Hotel Entertainment Complex
pre-development activities for
Phase II expansion, including
new building Architectural
Designs, Exhibits & Attractions
Design and Construction,
Building Tower Construction,
Educational Programming, and
Endowment Fund over the next
2-3 years.   
The Hip Hop Hall of Fame has
been in ongoing conversations
with prospective supporters in
regards, to the Capital
Campaign that will include sup-
port programs from Artists,
Executives, Individuals,
Foundations, Government
Agencies, Private Investment
Funds, and Corporate Partners
& Brands whose expertise and
contributions will help shape the
project and bring its unique cul-
tural identity to life on the world
stage. HHHOF Team ito initiate
the Capital Campaign
Committee Planning

Discussions with Industry
Veteran Executives including
MCA's Ernie Singleton, Giant
Records Ms. Cassandra Mills,
RCA's Kevin Evans, Sports
Agent Aaron Goodwin, Sony's
Demmette Guidry,  and more are
being tapped to join an expand-
ing group of Advisors,
Committee Members, and
Industry Relations professionals
to be announced in the coming
weeks that will include major
Moguls, Artists, Pioneers,
Executives, Entrepreneurs, and
Influencers from all sectors of
Business, Corporate, Finance,
Education, Sports,
Entertainment, Real Estate, The
Arts, Community Leaders,
Politics, and International
Relations.

The HHHOF also envisions
offering an array of Sponsorship
and Naming Rights opportuni-
ties for National & International
Corporate Brands, Products,
Service Providers, and Facility
Vendors. These once in a life-
time offers will include exclu-
sive multi-year official category
sponsorships and naming rights
opportunities on-site throughout
the facility to include the
Themed Restaurant, Concert
Lounges, Live Event Stages,
Television Studios, Arcade,
Community Rooms, Retail Gift
Store, and Outdoor signage.
Others envisioned will include
the building Marquee, Full
Floors, Exhibits, Displays,
Commissioned works of Art,
Live Events, Tours, Community
& Educational Programs,
Archive Preservation and
Library.  The Hip Hop Hall of
Fame will also utilize these in-
kind partnership products, serv-
ices, technology, appliances, and
electronics in the daily opera-
tions of the facility, and incorpo-
rate them into the fabric of the
museum & entertainment com-
plex attractions and architecture
reaching the most coveted
advertiser demographics of hip
hop, urban, and pop culture.
The Development Team
The development project man-
agers Thompson International
Professionals, JT Thompson,
and Zubatkin & Associates
Owner Representation's Andrew
Bast, have begun discussions

with major corporate partners
including Live Event producers
for HHHOF venue, and Hotel
chains and Retail groups for
potential management and oper-
ational partnerships, and with
potential private investors and
bankers.  Rounding out the
development team includes
Healy-Kohler Design the cre-
ative exhibit design and building
consultant on the project led by
Terrance Healy, Ms. Terrie
Rouse of Rouse Consulting who
has been serving as senior con-
sultant advisor on the projects
museum operations develop-
ment, and Real Estate strategy
and execution consultant on

Hop Hall of Fame + Museum &
Hotel Entertainment Complex
design concept that features the
Hall of Fame, Museum, 5 Star
Hotel, Retail Mall & Gift Shop,
Arcade, TV Studios, Sports Bar,
Restaurant & Concert Lounge
with a goal of serving up to
1,000,000 local, national, and
international visitors annually
including music fans, tourists,
students, culture enthusiasts, and
families on educational & enter-
tainment excursion tours. The
HHHOF envisions a state of the
art 'Green Technology & Energy
Conservation' Museum building
project that will aggressively
explore and utilize all of the
available cost and energy saving
technologies and mechanisms
that are currently in the market-
place.
The HHHOF will also have an
educational component to the
program that enables 25,000
NYC public school children per
year to visit the facility on field
trips with museum tours, and see
live assembly programs that fea-
ture the Official HHHOF
Mascot DJ B-Boy Scratch &
Friends doing PSA's, passing
out Academic Awards, and gift
bags for kids and youth in
grades K-12.  The HHHOF
facility will produce hundreds of
permanent and part time jobs,
and provide job training, valu-
able internships, and community
volunteer opportunities, with a
goal to host up to 100+ live
events, shows, concerts, and
educational programs annually
for people of all ages.  It is esti-
mated to contribute approxi-
mately a $350M socio-economic
impact to New York City and the
Tri-State region annually when
phase II of the development is
completed.
All of these elements increase
the overall sustainability of the
Museum project and ongoing
operations with multiple attrac-
tions, and strategic investment
partnerships on Hotel, Retail,
Restaurant, Entertainment and
Sponsorships. 
The HHHOF Harlem building is
well positioned in a high volume
traffic corridor next to a major
transportation through way
where an estimated 15+ million
tourists and commuters pass by
and travel annually.  Tourism is
expected to see a continual rise
in New York City over the next
7-10 years, cited by a recent
NYC Mayor's government
report. The community of
Harlem has a rich history of Arts
and Cultural contributions from
the Renaissance that influenced

Harlem project is Ms. Shawna
O. Menifee of Integrative
Partners Inc., a M/WBE
Certified of JLL.

The HHHOF is set to engage
the The Switzer Group, Inc.
interior architectural design
firm, and Constructomics
Construction firm for phase I of
the Harlem site build-out proj-
ect. The Switzer Group, Inc., is
one of the nation's most progres-
sive interior architectural design
consulting firms since 1975.
Today, The Switzer Group Inc.
is the nation's largest black-
owned interior architectural
design firm and currently among
the top 100 American design
firms.  Constructomics is the
largest MBE contractor in New
York City. These HHHOF expe-
rienced and professional archi-

The Switzer Group Inc., the nation's largest black-owned
interior architectural design firm and currently among the
top 100 American design firms, shows its vision of what
will be the new Hip Hop Museum. (Photo/Courtesy of
HHHOF and Switzer Group)

Please see page 5

tectural, development, construc-
tion, and strategic investment
partner(s) firms will work seam-
lessly with New York City and
State Building & Development
agencies, Hotel, Retail, and our
Cultural Institutional partners on
this historical development com-
ing to the Manhattan skyline.
We are seeking to ensure that
local workers, vendors, suppli-
ers, merchants, and MBE firms
benefit from the building reha-
bilitation and future construction
project in procurement and par-
ticipation.
HHHOF Museum Exhibit
Preservation Partners
The HHHOF Museum exhibits
will offer important and unique
documentation of hip-hop's
development and its impact on
social trends.  The Museum will
enshrine hip-hop pioneers and
legends in wax and through dis-
plays (memorabilia and col-
lectibles are presently being
gathered and catalogued).
Exhibition objects will derive
from the HHHOF archives and
from other distinguished collec-
tions of our Hip Hop Archive &
Preservation Alliance partner
members, that include The
Grammy Museum, The Cornell
U's Hip Hop Collection,
Harvard Hip Hop Archive, NYU
Hip Hop Education Center, The
Smithsonian Institute Museum,
The NMAAH, LACMA, OMA,
The 2Pac Center, The Michael
Holman 'Graffiti Rock'
Collection, University of
Houston, NMAAM, The Rock n
Roll Hall of Fame, and many
more private collections. The
goal of the visitor center is to
broaden exposure, access, and
education to the arts by sharing
the diversity of authentic Hip
Hop Music, Arts and Culture
with children, families, fans, and
the general public whose limited
access to Hip Hop culture is
through viewing videos via
social media and hearing music
on the radio, not an accurate rep-
resentation of the true elements
of Hip Hop culture. These
exhibits will also tour schools,
both nationally and internation-
ally, that have programs and cur-
ricula that demonstrate how Hip

The HHHOF is set to engage
the The Switzer Group, Inc.
interior architectural design
firm, and Constructomics
Construction firm for phase I
of the Harlem site build-out
project. The Switzer Group,
Inc., is one of the nation's
most progressive interior
architectural design consult-
ing firms since 1975. Today,
The Switzer Group Inc. is the
nation's largest black-owned
interior architectural design
firm and currently among the
top 100 American design
firms.  Constructomics is the
largest MBE contractor in
New York City.

MMBE presents 10th Economic
Development Forum ...  from page 3
seminar will feature diverse
CEOs and how they are leading
from the top to have diversity
and inclusion as part of the fab-
ric of their organizations. 
The conference has something

for every business owner/profes-
sional. The EDF is for business
owners seeking to create new
business opportunities and pro-
vides a forum to connect with
major corporations all in one
day, in one location. For corpo-
rate purchasing managers seek-
ing to source scalable diverse

and local/small suppliers the
EDF is the place to make great
business connections. The
exhibit hall – featuring the
“Corporate Connection Zone”
offers the Ultimate Networking
Experience and is FREE to all
business owners on Wednesday,
June 28, 2017. 
The Exhibit Hall is free and
open to the public with a ticket
to enter and will feature corpora-
tions and scalable M/WBE
exhibitors and the opportunity to
make a year’s worth of business

connections in one location. 
2017 Sponsors include: Host
sponsors: First Tennessee &
Methodist Le Bonheur
Healthcare; Presenting spon-
sors: AutoZone, FedEx &
International Paper and many
more. 

View the schedule of events
visit: http://.edf.mmbc-mem-
phis.org or www.mmbc-mem-
phis.org or call  (901) 525-6512  

“The Freedom Schools” by Jon N. Hale is available at
Amazon.com and retail outlets. Add it to your Black History
library this Juneteenth.

Author releases in-depth study
on August Wilson’s 10 plays
NEW YORK, N.Y. - Juneteenth,
also known as Juneteenth
Independence Day or Freedom
Day, is a holiday that commem-
orates the June 19, 1865
announcement of the abolition
of slavery in Texas, and more
generally the emancipation of
African American slaves
throughout the Confederate

South. Juneteenth is recognized
as a state holiday or special day
of observance in most states.
Riley Keene Temple’s recently

published book, “Aunt Ester’s
Children Redeemed: Journeys to
Freedom in August Wilson’s Ten
Plays of Twentieth-Century
Black America,” examines the
redemption story of each play –

how the southern black
oppressed, descendants of cen-
turies of slavery, put the pieces
of themselves back together.
Temple analyzes how Wilson’s
language – his poetry and
the blues -- and his dramatic nar-
ratives expose the responsibili-

Please see page 11
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Hip Hop Hall of Fame Museum to create jobs, retail
outlets, and entrepreneurship... from page 4
Hop culture has significant con-
tributions and social, education-
al, and economic impacts on the
global scene.  As "rock-n-roll"
was for baby boomers, Hip Hop
is today's dominant youth cul-
ture worldwide.  
For more information and inter-

ested partnership firms, and
sponsors can contact John
Robinson or the HHHOF at
hiphophofstaff@gmail.com. All
fans and potential interns & vol-
unteers can follow us at Official
website http://hiphophof.org,
F a c e b o o k
http://facebook.com/hiphophall
offame, Twitter
http://twitter.com/hiphophof,
I n s t a g r a m
http://instagram.com/hiphophall
offametv, Youtube
http://youtube.com/hiphophallof
fametv.

About The Hip Hop Hall of
Fame Founder JT Thompson

The Hip Hop Hall of Fame was
Established in 1992 by Founder
J.T. Thompson, who created and
executive produced the first
HHHOF Awards TV Show on
the BET Cable Network in the
1990's, as the first annual
fundraising catalyst for the
establishment of a Hip Hop Hall
of Fame Museum in New York
City; modeled after the Rock n
Roll Hall of Fame Museum
which produced 20 years of
awards shows before eventually
opening their Museum in
Cleveland, Ohio. The
Entrepreneur, Producer, and
Community Advocate is a
Brooklyn Born, Queens,
Harlem, and Los Angeles raised
Hip Hop Connoisseur, whose
grand-uncle played with Billie
Holiday, Louis Armstrong, and
Benny Goodman, when African-
Americans could not stay in or
eat at the places they played, nor
own their own music and pub-

lishing.  He is an Honorably
Discharged US Army Veteran
(NY Post
http://nypost.com/2016/02/19/af
ter-24-years-this-army-vet-is-
making-the-hip-hop-hall-of-
fame-a-reality/ ), and former
College Basketball Scholarship
Student Athlete and Free Agent
Professional. 

He entered the business as a
concert promoter and television
producer, as a guest of former
MCA/Universal artists Pebbles,
and the R&B Group the Deele,
that featured multi-Grammy
Award winning artists/produc-
ers/record executives L.A. Reid
& BabyFace. 

He was founder partner of the
LA Gang Truce Alliance in 1992
during the LA Riots and led the
private and public development
partnerships with RLA that later
became empowerment zones.
He has worked independently in

every facet of an entertainment
company including Music, Film,
Television, and Sports by creat-
ing, and producing shows &
concerts, talent casting, PR,
marketing, advertising sales,
distribution, retail management,
and is the architect of the Hip
Hop Hall of Fame Museum &
Entertainment Complex "Co-
Branding" Business Strategy. 

His Development and
Consulting Company Thompson
International Professionals has
different Real Estate projects in
various stages of development.
JT and the HHHOF has organ-
ized and participated in numer-
ous events that included Jesse
Jackson, NAACP, NCAA,
HBCU's, Mayor Tom Bradley,
President Bill Clinton, Rev DR.
EV Hill, National Baptist
Convention, Ecumenical
Alliance, LA Supervisor Mark
Ridley-Thomas, Ice Cube, Ice T,

Smithsonian Channel presents ‘First Ladies Revealed’ series, profiling
Michelle Obama and other First Ladies who made history of their own

FOUR-EPISODE SERIES
PREMIERES SUNDAY, JULY 2
AT 8 CT and 9 PM ET/PT

NEW YORK – June 6, 2017 -
First Ladies have played a key
role in branding their husbands'
presidencies and have each left
their own mark on history.
Smithsonian Channel's new
series, FIRST LADIES
REVEALED, examines some of
the most prominent and remark-
able women - trailblazers, style
icons, diplomats, war heroes,
and global superstars. From
Dolley Madison, Eleanor
Roosevelt and Jackie Kennedy
to Nancy Reagan, Hillary
Clinton, Michelle Obama and
more, the series tells the stories
of some of the women who left
their indelible mark on the
White House and the nation.
Smithsonian Channel reveals
their challenges and celebrates
their achievements, going
beyond their public lives to tell
their private stories. The series
premieres Sunday, July 2 at 8
CT and  9 p.m. ET/PT. (Check
your local cable network for
channel designation).

In four captivating episodes,
FIRST LADIES REVEALED
tells the stories of these women,
from ladies who used style to
boost diplomacy and trailblazers
looking to uproot traditional
ideals, to compassionate voices
in days of war and those who
came into the role by chance.

In the premiere episode, FIRST
LADIES REVEALED: THE
POWER OF STYLE,viewers
get a look at how style is not just
personal but political. More than
any First Lady before, Jackie
Kennedy’s image played a cru-
cial role in the Kennedy years;
her style and glamour helped
define her husband’s Presidency
and forever enshrined her as a
global fashion icon. Her impact
went beyond personal style and
into the arts and humanities,
most notably in her efforts to
restore and revamp The White
House and its grounds. More

than a hundred years earlier,
Dolley Madison took on an
unprecedented role: interior dec-
orator. A proud custodian of the
White House, Dolley Madison
refused to flee during the British
invasion of Washington in 1814
until she was sure that George
Washington’s portrait was saved
from the flames. In 1981, Nancy
Reagan attended eight inaugural
balls, donning a glitzy $10,000
gown. She was widely criticized
for her extravagance and for
accepting gowns from design-
ers, but she won the hearts of the
press by mocking her glam-
ourous First Lady style at The
First State Gridiron Dinner &
Show. 

FIRST LADIES
REVEALED: LADIES BY

CHANCE

Premieres July 9 at  8 CT and
9 p.m. ET/PT

Lady Bird Johnson, Edith
Roosevelt and Betty Ford inher-
ited the role of First Lady by
chance during times when the
nation was looking for stability,
comfort and confidence. Lady
Bird Johnson had been in
Washington for 30 years when
JFK was assassinated and her
husband Lyndon Johnson
became President. While step-
ping into the role of First Lady
during a time of national grief,
Lady Bird paved her own way as
she supported her husband’s run
for President by touring the
South to support the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, making 47 speech-
es in eight states in only four
days. Edith Roosevelt also
became First Lady after a
Presidential assassination when
her husband, Theodore, became
President. Edith created the
position of Social Secretary to
control access to the press, and
she began renovations and
expansions of the White House
to separate the living space from
working space, resulting in the
famous West Wing. Betty Ford
became First Lady in one of the
most tenuous times in American

history – after Richard Nixon
resigned. Needing to be trans-
parent in a time of turmoil, Betty
Ford decided to go public with
her breast cancer diagnosis – a
decision that changed the dis-

course about women’s health. 
When she spoke candidly about
pre-marital sex, marijuana, and
abortion, her approval ratings
soared and her impact on
women’s rights left big shoes for

future first ladies to fill. 

FIRST LADIES
REVEALED: IN TIMES

OF WAR
Premieres July 16 at 8 p.m. CT

and  9 p.m. ET/PT
In times of war, First Ladies play
a vital role in calming the nation,
sharing in the sacrifice, comfort-
ing the wounded and raising

Please see page 6

Artist’s vision of new Hip Hop Museum (Photo/Courtesy of
PRnewswire and HHHOF)

Dr. Dre, Snoop Dogg,
Grandmaster Flash, DJ Kool
Herc, Tyrese, Grandmaster Caz,
Russell Simmons,
Congresswoman Maxine
Waters, Master P, Sean Pdiddy
Combs, Mark Pitts, Lil Kim,
Baby Williams, Shaquille

O'Neal, Rakim, Biz Markie,
SugarHill Gang, Roxanne
Shante, Doug E Fresh, E-40,
EPMD, YoYo, Eazy E, John
Singleton, DJ Quik, Warren G,
Kenny 'DJ Lord Yoda X' Syder,
Rob Base, and many more.

Travel on the Chief D D, the Philosopher of Hip Hop, on the Music Lane
on the 

Black Information Highway at www.blackinformationhighway.com

Welcome, Travelers!
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On Audible.com and on iTunes ... 
Also, available on Kindle and in Print at Amazon.com

WWhen Christmas  brings you the best and worst and delivers you the bonus of the Great Recession, can you keep
your family together?   “Forgiving  Christmas” by Arelya J. Mitchell is  a contemporary novel wrapped in symbolic
twists and the reality that ‘life’ happens and what happens  transcends all seasons.  

‘First Ladies Revealed’ in new
Smithsonian Channel series
from page 5
morale – all roles Mary Lincoln,
Eleanor Roosevelt and Laura
Bush filled during their tenure in
the White House. After the
attack of September 11, Laura
Bush became a voice of comfort
for families, survivors and a
troubled and scared nation. She
became the first First Lady to
deliver the President’s weekly
radio address, attacking the
Taliban for their treatment of
women and children, which
secured her place as an advocate
for these rights at home and
abroad. Sixty years before that,
Eleanor Roosevelt also calmed
the nation after the attack on
Pearl Harbor. It was her voice
that was first heard after the
attack while President Roosevelt
was preparing his speech and
arming for war. Her calming
voice and powerful activism for
women in the workplace became
a trademark of her time as First
Lady. Enduring more trauma
than any First Lady before or
since, Mary Lincoln’s tenure
was dominated by the Civil War,
the loss of two sons, and later
the assassination of her husband.
Southerners called her a traitor
to her Kentucky roots, and
Unionists had doubts about her
loyalties. Unperturbed, she
offered her own intelligence to
the President and his advisors
and made visits to the hospital to
comfort the wounded.

FIRST LADIES
REVEALED:

TRAILBLAZERS
Premieres July 23 at  8 p.m.
CT 9 p.m. ET/PT

The history of First Ladies is the
story of American women – the
changing rules and customs that
have bound them, the struggle
for equal rights and their gradual

participation in every significant
political institution. Eleanor
Roosevelt and Hillary Clinton
were two first ladies who chal-
lenged conventional wisdom
about the role of women and led
the way for successive genera-
tions to occupy positions previ-
ously closed to them. Eleanor
entered her husband’s adminis-
tration with no clearly defined
role but became the “eyes, ears
and legs” of Franklin Roosevelt,
travelling across the country and
reporting back on the effects of
the Depression. She also held
the first of 348 women-only
press conferences to help female
reporters keep their jobs during
the Depression. Nearly 40 years
later, when her husband was
elected President, Hillary
Clinton was appointed to head a
Presidential task force on health-
care reform – a public indication
of how influential she would be
in her husband’s administration. 

Her time as First Lady was one
of stark contrasts and controver-
sies, including the Whitewater
investigation and her husband’s
infidelity. Still she was deter-
mined to make a name for her-
self, running for Senate and later
for President of the United
States.

FIRST LADIES REVEALED
is executive produced by Sue
Summers and series produced
by Michael Burke for Finestripe
Productions. Charles Poe and
David Royle serve as Executive
Producers for Smithsonian
Channel.
Smithsonian Channel, owned by

COLUMBIA, S.C.,
/PRNewswire/ -- The first-ever
mobile travel guide to S.C.
African American cultural sites,
the Green Book of South
Carolina, has been launched by
the South Carolina African
American Heritage
Commission, offering residents
and visitors from around the
world a user-friendly guide to
discovering and celebrating
enriching cultural experiences
across the state at
http://www.GreenBookofSC.co
m.
Research indicates that a major-
ity of African Americans in the
United States have ancestral
connections to South Carolina,
and the Green Book of South
Carolina provides an online
travel tool with which diverse
audiences from around the
world can plan their ultimate,
customized itineraries across
South Carolina at
http://www.GreenBookofSC.co
m.
Designed with the mobile user

in mind, this new international
tourism tool has the fresh, easily
accessible web interface of a
travel app, featuring 300+ cul-
tural attractions across all 46
counties in South Carolina.
"This is one of the first statewide

Smithsonian Networks, a joint
venture between Showtime
Networks Inc. and the
Smithsonian Institution, is
where curiosity lives, inspiration
strikes and wonders never cease.
This is the place for awe-inspir-
ing stories, powerful documen-
taries and amazing entertain-
ment across multiple platforms.
Smithsonian Channel combines
the storytelling prowess of
SHOWTIME with the
unmatched resources and rich
traditions of the Smithsonian, to
create award-winning program-
ming that shines new light on
popular genres such as air and
space, history, science, nature,
and pop culture. Among the net-
work’s offerings are series
including Aerial America,
Million Dollar American
Princesses, Polar Bear Town,
The Weapon Hunter, The Lost
Tapes, Mighty Ships, Mighty
Planes and Air Disasters, as well
as critically-acclaimed specials
that include Building Star Trek,
The Unknown Flag Raiser of
Iwo Jima, MLK: The
Assassination Tapes and The
Day Kennedy Died.
Smithsonian Networks also
operates Smithsonian Earth™,
through SN Digital LLC., a new
subscription video streaming
service delivering spectacular
original nature and wildlife con-
tent. 

To learn more, go
towww.smithsonianchannel.co
m, or connect with us on
Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.

The ‘Green Book of South
Carolina’ launches as first
mobile travel guide to Black
American cultural sites

mobile travel guides to African
American cultural destinations
to be produced by a state any-
where in the U.S.," says S.C.
Senator Vincent Sheheen. "It is
positioned to increase even fur-
ther the $2.4 billion annual eco-
nomic impact of African
American tourism in our state."
The Green Book of S.C. is a
contemporary travel-planning
tool that pays homage to the
original Green Book, first pub-
lished in 1936 by New York City
postman Victor Green as an
African American travel guide
to safe harbors and welcoming
establishments across the United
States. This contemporary hom-
age features tourism destinations

that impart a new Southern trav-
el experience for all visitors via
http://www.GreenBookofSC.co
m.  
South Carolina is one of only
two states in the nation with an
African American Heritage
Commission.
"The richness of South Carolina
is related to the diversity of our
citizenship, and it's incredibly
important that we acknowledge
the role that the African
American community has
played in the development of
our state," says former S.C.
Governor Jim Hodges.
"The Green Book of South
Carolina helps expand the
impact of our state's $20.2 bil-
lion tourism industry," notes
Dawn Dawson-House, director
of corporate communications at
the S.C. Department of Parks,
Recreation and Tourism and key
adviser to the project. "The
guide is essential to planning
group events during family
reunions, weddings and conven-
tions in South Carolina."

Follow @GreenBookofSC, and
#GreenBookofSC, and Discover
the Green Book of South
Carolina mobile travel guide at
http://www.GreenBookofSC.co
m.

“This is one of the first
statewide mobile travel
guides to African
American cultural desti-
nations to be produced by
a state anywhere in the
U.S.," says S.C. Senator
Vincent Sheheen. "It is
positioned to increase
even further the $2.4 bil-
lion annual economic
impact of African
American tourism in our
state.”

1813 Illinois Black Code to control Black population
Be it enacted by the Legislative
Council and House of
Representatives of the Illinois
Territory that it shall not be law-
ful for any free Negro or mulat-
to to migrate in this territory, and

Television

See below July highlights of
programs on OWN: Oprah
Winfrey Network. (P) Denotes:
Premieres;  (F) Denotes Finales.
Check with your local cable net-
work for channel designation.

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR
Season Premiere Saturday, July
29 (9 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. ET/PT –
Three Episodes Back to-Back)
“Love Thy Neighbor” is a half-
hour comedy from Tyler Perry
set at The Love Train Diner, a
family run restaurant where
every day the menu serves up
good food, great laughs, valu-
able life lessons and a whole lot
of love. The series stars Palmer
Williams Jr. (“House of Payne”),
Patrice Lovely (“Madea Gets a
Job”) Kendra C. Johnson (“Phat
Girlz”), Andre Hall (“Goodbye
LA”), Jonathan Chase
(“Chemistry”) and Darmirra
Brunson (“Sunset Junction”).
(P) Saturday, July 29 (9 p.m. –
9:30 p.m. ET/PT) Episode: My
Two Favorite Girls
Linda (Kendra C. Johnson)
apologizes to Danny (Andre
Hall) and Troy (Leigh-Ann
Rose).
(P) Saturday, July 29 (9:30 p.m.
– 10 p.m. ET/PT) Episode:
When A Father Sleeps
Linda (Kendra C. Johnson) lets
Philip (Tony Grant) take care of
the baby alone.
(P) Saturday, July 29 (10 p.m. –
10:30 p.m. ET/PT) Episode:
Father Knows Best
Trying to teach Philip (Tony
Grant) a lesson, Linda (Kendra
C. Johnson) leaves Philip alone
with their new baby.

QUEEN SUGAR
Wednesdays (10 p.m. – 11 p.m.
ET/PT)
From Academy Award-nominat-

Please see page 11

OWN: Oprah
Winfrey

Network July
schedule

every free Negro or mulatto who
shall come into this Territory
contrary to this act shall and
may be apprehended and carried
by an citizen before some justice

of the peace of the county where
he shall be taken; which Justice
is hereby authorized to examine,
and order to leave the Territory
every such free Negro or mulat-
to. 

Email news and photos to MSTnews@prodigy.net


