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The Mid-South Tribune's Credo  
By Mr. Frederick Douglass, Editor and 

Publisher of the North Star, an African American newspaper (1845)  

"Let me give you a word of the philosophy of reforms. The whole history of the
progress of human   liberty shows that all concessions, yet made to her august
claims, have been born of earnest struggle. The conflict has been exciting, agi-

tating, all-absorbing, and for the time being putting all other tumults to silence.
It must do this or it does nothing.    

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who profess to favor
freedom, and yet depreciate agitation, are men who want crops without plowing
up the ground. They want the ocean without the awful thunder and lightening.
They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters. This struggle
may be a moral one: or it may be a physical one: or it may be both moral and
physical; but it must be a struggle. Power concedes nothing without demand."

Please see page 8

21st Century ‘Birth of
a Nation’ ... from front page
torted narratives that label
Turner an "African American"
even though men like him
sought America's military down-
fall.  Olaudah Equiano (an Ibo,
captured at age 11, who pub-
lished the first surviving "slave
account" in 1789:The
Interesting Narrative of the Life
of Olaudah Equiano) wrote,
"When you make men slaves,
you compel them to live with
you in a State of War."  Once
freed in 1792, he bolted like
lightning to England. 

Haiti's independence (1804)
ignited further military motiva-
tions.  On July 4th, 1804, instead
of recognizing US independ-
ence, hundreds of Blacks in
Philadelphia stormed
Independence Hall to live
Haitian independence vicarious-
ly.  Flanked in military forma-
tions, they carried swords and
attacked Whites for two days,
chanting "we will show them
[Whites] St. Domingo [blood-
shed like Haiti]." 

So, by the dawn of his 1831
uprising, Turner was just one
cog in a long continuum of such
idealists.  Other notable military
operations involved: Fort Mose
in Florida (1738-1763); the
Stono Uprising in South
Carolina (1739); the German
Coast Uprising in Louisiana
(1811); Negro Fort in Florida
(1815); and David Walker's
Appeal (1828) advocated revo-

By Raynard Jackson
(NNPA Newswire Columnist)

President-elect Donald Trump
owes the Black community
absolutely nothing. Let me
repeat that: HE OWES US
NOTHING!
Blacks gave Trump just 8 per-
cent of their vote and Hillary
Clinton won 88 percent ;
Clinton’s share of Black voters
was considerably lower than
Obama’s 93 percent in 2008 and
96 percent in 2012. Trump has
said that he will make things a
lot better for Blacks and that he
wants to be president of all of
America.
Trump won the election and “to
the victor belong the spoils,” but
if he’s serious about making
things better for Blacks, he’s
going to need the expertise and
wealth of experience of Black
Republicans during his transi-
tion to the White House and in
his administration.

I find it extremely offensive
that Trump would meet with lib-
eral Democrat Bob Johnson,

Dear Editor,
People who want to stay on

Santa’s “nice” list (iPads aren’t
cheap) should be mindful of the
goodies they leave for old St.
Nick on Christmas Eve. That
tired milk and cookies routine
ain’t gonna cut it. 
Since cow’s milk is formulated

to the specific needs of calves,
who gain hundreds of pounds in
a matter of months, it has been
linked to obesity in humans. So
unless you have a Dodge Ram-
sized chimney, you probably
don’t want jolly old St. Nick
packing on pounds. Since
humans aren’t built to digest
milk after infancy, cow’s milk
has also been known to cause
digestive issues. No toddler
wants to wake to find Santa in
the bathroom asking for the
Pepto. Milk also contributes to
heart disease. And I’m pretty
sure I want my Santa’s face to be
red from laughter, not from
shortness of breath.
To keep Santa around for years

to come, give him some almond
milk, soy nog, or OJ with calci-
um and vitamin D. Heck, leave
the big guy a beer. You never
hear anyone come in from a long
day of work and say, “Man, I
could really use an ice cold bot-
tle of a lactating bovine’s breast
milk right now.”

Sincerely,
Michelle Kretzer
The PETA Foundation

Trump owes Black community nothing!
founder of BET, and call Al
Sharpton, a known race hustler.
Black Republicans have been
calling me constantly with this
complaint, but most are too
afraid to go on the record with
their criticism.
Well, I am not seeking favor or

goodies from the incoming
Trump administration and even
if I were, I still wouldn’t remain
silent on this issue.
Let me put it this way: How

would Trump feel if his employ-
ees stayed at a Marriott Hotel
when a Trump property was lit-
erally next door? Well, this is
how Black Republicans feel
every time one of our leaders
engages with liberal Black
Democrats and ignores us.
Why hasn’t Trump called Black
Republicans like Bob Brown,
the highest-ranking Black in the
Nixon Administration? He is a
walking history book on Blacks
in the Republican Party. Why
has he not called Fred McClure
who served in consecutive pres-
idential administrations advising
President Ronald Reagan and

President George H. W. Bush on
legislative affairs as a senior
member of the White House
staff? He also served as
Legislative Director to U.S.
Senator John Tower, the
Associate Deputy U.S. Attorney
General, Chairman of the Board
of Visitors of the United States
Naval Academy, and as a mem-
ber of the National Civil
Aviation Review Commission
and the Secretary of
Energy’s Advisory Board.

Oh, and what about Connie
Newman?

Newman served as U.S.
Assistant Secretary of State for
African Affairs, Assistant
Administrator for Africa for the
U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID), and
Director of the U.S. Office of
Personnel Management (OPM),
just to name a few.
The bigger tragedy is most of
the Republicans in leadership
have no idea who these people
are. These are folks with serious
relationships and credibility
within the Black community and

Merry Christmas, Atheists!*
By Arelya J. Mitchell,

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
The Mid-South Tribune 

and the 
Black Information Highway

Well, it’s getting near Christmas
which means the atheists will be
crawling out of the woodworks
to tell us how much they’re
looking forward to going to hell
this time of the year. And I’m all
for that if they choose to do so
(God would know I would be
lying if I said I wasn’t, and I
fully well understand the ramifi-
cation of expressing such
because it could get me to hell
with them.). I just wish they’d
gone before this time of year, so
the rest of us non-atheists can
make a joyful noise unto the
Lord, put up a Christmas tree,
have Christmas parties, wait for
Santa, crack open eggnog, watch
for 24-hours “A Christmas
Story” or “It’s a Wonderful Life”
or watch Scrooge get redemp-
tion. Yeah, yeah, I know I’m
being un-Christian by wishing
them well on their way to hell,
but I mean they want to go, so
go. One of those expressing that
he would be happy to go to hell
is Ron Reagan, son of the late
president. I watch Ron espouse
his non-belief with profound
faith (in nothing). Ron loves
telling us how much he’s look-
ing forward to going to hell
because he’s an atheist. I tho
ught his commercials were quite
self-serving.

Then there’s Starbucks going
through hell because of red cups
sans Christmassy stuff on them
this year because it seems they
don’t want to offend the atheists
and/or non-Christians, and I
suppose to make it easier for sin-
ners to enjoy coffee (as if they
don’t all year anyway.). I say the

hell with that! I am going to
enjoy Christmas the way I have
always done come hell or high
water. Now I have nothing
against atheists. Some of my
best friends are atheists (Okay,
I’m telling a little fib here—only
two of them are.).
I love me some Christmas. It’s
my favorite time of the year. It’s
my favorite
holiday and holy day. These
days I am rebellious about lov-
ing Christmas just because of
all the attacks against this holy
day and holiday. I don’t mind
being part of a defense of
Christmas, even a renegade in
defending Christmas by yelling
out “Merry Christmas!”
and fighting red cup windmills
with quixotic stubbornness.
I love Christmas memories
when both my parents were
alive and we kids would relish in
our toys (and I with my numer-
ous dolls!), Christmas cakes, my
mother’s perfect lemon icebox
pie, her delicious from scratch
carrot cake (We could even for-
give her for that one year she
made that horrible peppermint
candy cane pie which tasted like
melted peppermint over a year-
old biscuit.).
I love Christmas! Hear ye! Hear
ye! I love Christmas!
I love sending Christmas cards.

I even love the commercializa-
tion of Christmas because it puts
me even more in the Christmas
spirit. When I’m walking
through malls or other stores, or
riding up on escalators, I crave
to hear Christmas tunes. Yes, I
love to Jingle Bell my head off
and twist my hips to “I Saw
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus”.

I love Christmas trees— real
ones which environmentalists
wouldn’t approve of—and I also
love artificial ones that come in

colors nature didn’t provide. I
love how the “Grinch Stole
Christmas” but had to give it
back, a lesson the atheists could
learn. I love watching Barbara
Stanwyck in “A Christmas in
Connecticut”, and I love
“Miracle on 34th Street”; I love
the smell of Christmas cakes
that promise to make you fat
with joy and calories; I love
oranges, apples, pies, cookies,
spiked and un-spiked eggnog. I
even love fruitcake! I love chil-
dren’s laughter, I love the cheer-
ful ho, ho, ho from Santa. I love
the ringing of the Salvation
Army bells, I love seeing people
give gifts to those who are needy
and non-needy. I love the love of
Christmas!
I love me some Christmas!

I love Charlie Brown’s
Christmas. I love walnuts,
pecans, and nutty ugly
Christmas sweaters! I love Nat
King Cole singing the
“Christmas Song” where he has
chestnut s on an open fire. I also
love Nat singing “The Little Boy
That Santa Claus Forgot”, I love
hearing Mariah Carey singing
“All I Want for Christmas is
You”, I love hearing B.B. King’s
“Merry Christmas, Baby”, I love
Elvis’ “Blue Christmas”; I love
all of the Lifetime and Hallmark
Channel networks’ million
Christmas movies starting
before Christmas. I love seeing a
zillion shopping red bags with
pictures of Santa and Christmas
trees. I love Rudolf’s red nose! I
love Christmas office parties. I
even love seeing Bruce Willis
save Christmas day in “Die
Hard”. I love putting on my
Santa cap or my green foam
cheap reindeer ears.
I love my jingle bell earrings! I

Please see ent. page 8

have great standing and stature
within the White community, as
well.
As I often say, the best way to

get attention as a Black
Republican is to be a Black
Democrat. As of this moment,
Trump has not named one Black
to his cabinet. Former neurosur-
geon and presidential candidate
Ben Carson has been mentioned
as a possibility to lead the
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD).
Putting Carson at HUD is like
asking me to perform brain sur-
gery on your kid. What does
Carson know about housing pol-
icy? Absolutely nothing.
Furthermore, can we get away

from sticking Blacks and
Latinos in this particular
agency? Believe it or not, Blacks
do have the skills to run the
departments of Defense, Health
and Human Services, Homeland
Security, etc., and even the polit-
ical office inside the White
House.

So, knowing the Republican
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Men like Turner also equat-
ed themselves to other hemi-
spheric freedom fighters (in
nations like Argentina, Chile,
Bolivia, Columbia) who
gained independence . . .
including Euro-Americans.
For example, before being
hanged for their 1800
planned uprising, one of
Gabriel Prosser's soldiers
retorted, "I have nothing
more to offer than what
General [George]
Washington would have had
to offer, had he been taken by
the British and put to trial...

lution and religion (even though
Walker was more an assimila-
tionist than sovereignist). 
Men like Turner also equated

themselves to other hemispheric
freedom fighters (in nations like
Argentina, Chile, Bolivia,
Columbia) who gained inde-
pendence . . . including Euro-
Americans.  For example, before
being hanged for their 1800
planned uprising, one of Gabriel
Prosser's soldiers retorted, "I
have nothing more to offer than
what General [George]
Washington would have had to
offer, had he been taken by the
British and put to trial.  I have
adventured my life in endeavor-
ing to obtain the liberty of my
countrymen, and am a willing
sacrifice in their cause."
Translation, he meant, "Bring It:
I stand upon universal princi-
ples of freedom that -- just like
you -- I will never compromise." 
Interestingly, in a 60 Minutes
interview, Nate Parker paralleled
Nat Turner to George
Washington in terms of their
shared idealisms to "Birth a
Nation."  From this perspective,
whether you agree or disagree
with Turner's guerrilla tactics,
his comparative cause to end
tyranny was no less honorable
than America’s founders. 
Tyranny however can be a very

peculiar and subjective creature,
since "one man's tyranny can be
another man's liberty." Hence,
George Washington, who
enslaved and tyrannized over
300 Africans is deified on Mt.
Rushmore as a hero, while con-
versely, Nat Turner who fought
against slavery's tyranny is
demonized as a savage.  To this
contradiction, James Baldwin
once quipped, "In the US, vio-
lence and heroism have been
made synonymous . . . except
when it comes to Blacks."  

***
Ezrah Aharone is an Adjunct

Associate Professor of Political
Science at Delaware State
University and the author of
Sovereign Evolution: He can be
reached at www.EzrahSpeaks.com. 


