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The legendary Colonel Charles Young  at Wilberforce ... from front page
military medals.

The National Coalition of Black
Veterans has been working tire-
lessly to obtain for Col. Young
an honorary promotion to the
rank of Brigadier General, an
honor he more than earned in his
life time, but because of the
color of his skin never achieved.
Congressman Charles Rangel
and Congresswoman Barbara
Lee joined by thirty-three other
members of Congress have
asked President Barack Obama
to grant the promotion. The
National Coalition of Black
Veteran Organizations has com-

missioned the renowned sculp-
tor Antonio Tobias Mendez to
create a bronze maquette of the
Colonel on horseback. The
coalition has asked President
Obama to accept the statue on
behalf of the nation for Black
History Month.

In 1912, the distinguished
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity recog-
nized Young’s contributions, and
bestowed upon him an honorary
membership. The fraternity has
often referred to Young as an
“Omega Man,” but now it looks
like his primary
association/membership was
with another organization prior

to his honorary affiliation with
the Omegas. A photograph of the
Colonel posing with another fra-
ternal organization has surfaced,
the Beta Kappa Sigma, at Ohio’s
Wilberforce University, where
Young served as a Professor of
Military Science from 1894-
1898. In the photograph, he can
be seen holding the “B K Ó”
banner as he sits proudly among
his peers, known as “The Black
Cats.” Not very much is known
about the photograph, nor even
the fraternity, which no longer
exists. Ohiomemory.org claims
that the organization was never
incorporated or recognized by

the university, but that it was
theforerunner to every fraternity
at Wilberforce thereafter. “The
members met at various places,
usually an attic room of some
member,” says the site. “’The
Black Cat Club’’ was a club with
the purpose of fostering good
times among its members.” This
new information shines a light
on not only the history of black
fraternities in America, but
shows yet another aspect of the
life of Charles Young and the
men he worked and served
beside.

“In retrospect Colonel Young’s

life was a clear indication of his
belief in the principles of schol-
arship, leadership, fellowship
and service,” says Charles
Blatcher, III, chairman of the
Black Veterans Coalition. He
was an extraordinary man both
then and now. It is clear why
other organizations and the
Omegas have sought to identify
him with their cause. For the
record one thing is for certain,
he is a legendary Buffalo
Soldier, Educator and Diplomat
who has earned a place of
respect in American History.
Based on his thirty-two years of
distinguished military service,
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many of whom defended
America with a creativity in
warfare art while being denied
the same respect as  white sol-
diers and white officers such as
Patton, Eisenhower, and
MacArthur.
Among Black church affiliates

that maintained colleges were
the African Methodist Episcopal
Church (AME), the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, the Colored Methodist
Episcopal Church (CME), and
the Negro Baptist Conventions. 
The original building for
Talladega College (founded in
1867 in Talladega, Alabama)
was erected by then slaves who
had built it as an elitist school
for white boys and was later
used as a prison for Yankee sol-
diers.  
Founded by two white women

in 1881, Spelman College began
in the basement of a Black
church in Atlanta, Georgia. It
was then known as the Atlanta
Baptist Female Seminary, and
only after Sophia B. Packer, who
founded the school along with
Harriet Giles, met John D.
Rockefeller was the school
renamed Spelman in honor of
Rockefeller’s wife, Laura
Spelman, seeing that
Rockefeller had made a more
than generous donation to keep
this African American school for
women afloat.  But what has sel-
dom been noted in the Spelman
history is the FACT that it was
Blacks who forked over half of a
$5,000 price sticker for the for-
mer Union barracks that would
serve as a permanent location
for Spelman. Black Baptists of
Georgia put up $3,000; other
Black citizens gave a total of
$1,300, leaving Rockefeller to
put up a mere balance of $700.
Again, this more than indicates
that African Americans took a
vital interest in educating them-

selves and how facts can be
twisted with the perception that
Rockefeller was the lone savior
in the establishment of Spelman.
It cannot be said enough times
how much of a role the Black
church played in the history of
Black colleges. Howell writes in
his study: “As a result of a sur-
vey of Negro Colleges made in
1926 and 1927 by the United
States Bureau of Education, the
Negro denominations were
found to have done so well in
the support of their institutions
of higher learning as to be rated
in this respect above the
Northern white denominations
maintaining colleges for
Negroes.” 
Even when white church affili-

ates pulled out or wanted to pull
out, Black churches came to the
rescue as in the case of
Wilberforce University, which
was established in Ohio in 1856.
The school, named in honor of
English abolitionist William
Wilberforce, was about to shut
its doors in 1863 when the
Cincinnati Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church no
longer felt a need for it. The
church offered to sell it to the
African Methodist Episcopal
Church (AME) for $10,000.
Under Bishop Daniel A. Payne,
the church raised the money and
Payne became president, serving
13 years. 

In fact, the AME helped to
found and maintain the opera-
tion of several Black colleges,
among them Allen University
(Columbia, South
Carolina,1870), Paul Quinn
College (Waco, Texas, 1881),
Edward Waters College
(Jacksonville, Florida, 1883),
Morris Brown College (Atlanta,
GA, 1885) and Shorter College
(Little Rock, Arkansas, 1886). 
On a similar note, at a General
Conference held in 1870 in

Memphis, Tennessee, the
Colored Methodist Episcopal
Church (CME) in America went
about its task of seeing to Black
education on a higher level.
Among the colleges associated
with the CME are: Lane College
(Jackson, Tennessee, 1878),
Paine College (Augusta,
Georgia, 1882), Texas College
(Tyler, Texas 1894), and Miles
Memorial College
(Birmingham, Alabama, 1902).  

The aforementioned Lane
College was founded as the
Colored Methodist Episcopal
Institute and Lane Institute. 
According to Holmes: “By 1916
the Negro Baptist Conventions
maintained 110 schools with 474
teachers…These schools were
distributed among 13 states of
the South and the District of
Columbia.”  But no matter
how these colleges were for
Black students, most—almost
close to 100 percent did not have
Black presidents and that frus-
tration erupted in student protest
in the 1920’s.  W . E . B .
Dubois lent his strong support to
these students in their right to
protest for Black college presi-
dents. One of the most notable
protests on campus was on the
Fisk University (founded 1866)
campus in Nashville, Tennessee.
In his book, “The New Negro on
Campus: Black College
Rebellions of the 1920s”,  which
documents these little known
protests,  Raymond Wolters
recalls how Fisk students chant-
ed DuBois’ name as they shut
down classes to get their first
African American president.
Wolters depicts how Nashville
African Americans came togeth-
er: “The support given by mem-
bers of the local Black commu-
nity undoubtedly contributed to
the effectiveness of the student
strike. In a significant display of
solidarity across generational

lines, the Negro Board of Trade,
composed of Nashville’s leading
black businessmen, established
a conciliation committee that
tried to persuade [President
Fayette Avery] McKenzie to
grant the students’ demands.”  
Not only did the Nashville Black
community support the strikes
but fellow Black college alumni
clubs such as those from
Hampton (founded in1868 in
Hampton, Virginia), the New
York Fisk Club, Louisville Fisk
Club, Chicago Fisk Club—
among others joined in the
protest. 

Howard University (founded
1867) got its first Black presi-
dent in the person of John M.
Langston who became president
upon the 1873 resignation of
General Oliver O. Howard for
whom the college was named.
Langston had to give up the
presidency because contribu-
tions dried up once he took
office. Howard’s second Black
president, Dr. Rev. Mordecai W.
Johnson, did not take office until
1926, a year after the Fisk
protest.  Yet, it took Fisk until
1947 to get its first Black presi-
dent, Charles Spurgeon Johnson,
even though it was Fisk which
was the catalyst in Black col-
leges getting Black presidents—
a fact that deserves more
acknowledgment

Still it was a rarity to see a
Black president heading a Black
college all the way into 1950s,
1960s, and 1970s. Now that it is
practically a norm, 21st century
Black college presidents com-
plain about how attracting funds
has become harder and harder
much as Howard’s Langston had
in the 1870s. 

*** 
There too seems to be a trend –

though unscientifically proven
at this point—that Black stu-

dents are returning to predomi-
nantly Black colleges.
Numerous Black presidents are
echoing the sentiments of
LeMoyne-Owen (Memphis, TN,
1871) president Johnnie B.
Watson, LL.D and Dr. George C.
Wright, president of Prairie
View A&M College (Prairie
View, Texas, 1876), both of
whom expressed the reason for
this trend is because HBCUs
provide smaller classroom size
giving students more attention.
In interviews with The Mid-
South Tribune and the Black
Information Highway, both men
believe this focus on the individ-
ual student prepares him/her to
go on to a larger university to
pursue a Master’s Degree or
Ph.D. “HBCUs lay the founda-
tion,” Wright said.   
Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan, who serves under
President Barack Obama
(America’s first African
American president), made this
assessment of HBCUs in a June
2010 speech at the HBCU
Symposium at the North
Carolina Central University
Centennial:* “As you know,
President Obama has set an
ambitious goal for the nation. He
wants America to again have the
highest proportion of college
graduates in the world by 2020.
That goal is the North Star for all
of our education efforts.
Reaching it will require institu-
tions of higher education to dra-
matically boost college comple-
tion—by the end of the decade,
our national college degree
attainment rate must rise from
40 percent to 60 percent… As I
said last September, HBCUs
will—and absolutely must—
play a critical leadership role in
meeting this challenge. This is
not just about access—this is
about attainment. It is true that
HBCUs have been under-

resourced for decades. And no
one knows the obstacles con-
fronting HBCUs better than you.
At too many HBCUs, endow-
ments are undercapitalized.
Faculty salaries are too low.
Financial aid is inadequate.
Facilities are deteriorating.
Sadly, far too few students arrive
on campus ready for college
coursework—and far too many
students drop out without earn-
ing a degree. As Cordell Wynn,
the former president of Stillman
College, said of HBCUs, ‘no
other institution of higher learn-
ing has had to do so much, for so
many, with so little’."        
Yet, the tide continues to turn
against HBCUs in spite of
Duncan’s encouraging speech.
Such speeches as Duncan’s in
the 21st Century lend more
toward verbosity than substance
on enhancing HBCUs and tak-
ing them seriously as major eco-
nomic stimuli. 
It continues to be up to African

Americans regardless if they
attended an HBCU or historical-
ly white colleges or no college at
all to make sure that these Black
institutions do not fall victim to
the allusion that America is post-
racial or that any institution hav-
ing ‘Black’ attached to it has not
earned the right to exist.

###
This Black Paper is on the Black
Paper, HBCU, Education, and
Black History lanes on The Mid-
South Tribune and the Black
Information Highway at
www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com .  Also, see full text
Arne Duncan speech on the
Speech and HBCU lanes.
Emails:  MSTnews@prodigy.net
a n d
BlackInfoHwy@prodigy.net.
Welcome, Travelers! 

the Black Veterans Community
claims him and his history for
the nation. ”

###

For more information on the
National Coalition of Black
Veteran Organizations they can
be reached at e-mail address:
cnmmmf@aol.com . Also, travel
on the Black History, HBCU,
and Col. Charles Young lanes on
the Black Information Highway
and The Mid-South Tribune at
www.blackinformationhighwey.c
om . Welome, Travelers!

Travel on the Black Information Highway at www.blackinformationhighway.com. Welcome, Travelers!

We salute HBCUs
and their 

significant contributions
to the field of education
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