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‘The Book of John” is Gray’s
working title )

***
OWN renews popular Saturday
night docu-series “For Peete’s
Sake” 

***
OWN orders new episodes of
‘Welcome to Sweetie Pie’s”  

***

LOS ANGELES, CA – OWN:
Oprah Winfrey Network
announced today it has given an
eight-episode series order to
“The Book of John” (working
title) from Leftfield Pictures, a
weekly one-hour dramedy docu-
series featuring the life of John
Gray, associate pastor at Joel
Osteen’s world-famous
Lakewood Church in Houston,
Texas. The series will join the

Coming on audio in 2017... Now available on Kindle and in Print at Amazon.com

WWhen Christmas  brings you the best and worst and delivers you the bonus of the Great Recession, can you keep
your family together?   “Forgiving  Christmas” by Arelya J. Mitchell is  a contemporary novel wrapped in symbolic
twists and the reality that ‘life’ happens and what happens  transcends all seasons.  

Jesse Williams narrates ‘The Obama Years: The
Power of Words’ on the Smithsonian Channel 
from page 5

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated Launches Global
Year of Service With Induction of
Women's Empowerment
Advocates Dr. Anita Hill, Esq.,
Cynthia James and Rhona
Bennett

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C .
/PRNewswire-USNewswire/ --
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Incorporated, a 96-year-old
women's service organization,
inducted Dr. Anita Hill, Esq.,
Cynthia James, and Rhona
Bennett as honorary members
on Saturday, Jan. 7. A reception
in their honor was held follow-
ing their induction, which
occurred during the sorority's
national executive board meet-
ing in Dallas, TX.

During the reception,
International President Mary
Breaux Wright officially
launched the sorority's Global
Year of Service with a pledge to
provide 20 million hours of
community service by the orga-
nization's centennial year in
2020. "As Zetas, we take service
seriously, which can be seen
through our partnerships with
the March of Dimes, American
Cancer Society, and St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital,"
said Dr. Wright. "It is my honor
to welcome women of such
prominence who are ready to

curator Harry Rubenstein of the
National Museum of American
History, Rep. John Lewis, and
Clark Judge, speechwriter for
President Ronald Reagan, are
also among the featured inter-
views.

THE OBAMA YEARS: THE
POWER OF WORDS focuses
on six notable speeches:

- The 2004 Democratic National
Convention keynote, when a
national audience was first intro-
duced to the Illinois state senator
with a message of patriotism and
unity.
- "A More Perfect Union,” pres-
idential candidate Obama’s sem-
inal speech on race relations in
Philadelphia, in which he tried
to respond to incendiary com-
ments by his pastor, the Rev.
Jeremiah Wright. At this critical
moment, he chose to speak can-
didly and in deeply personal
terms, shedding light on the
complexities of race in the coun-
try.
- The 2008 Democratic National
Convention acceptance speech:
Delivered on the anniversary of
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I
Have A Dream” speech, this
marked a momentous change in
American history as Barack
Obama became the first African
American major party nominee.
- The President’s eulogy after

THE OBAMA YEARS:
THE POWER OF WORDS
examines how President
Obama used “the bully
pulpit” by looking at six
benchmark speeches – as
a brash young state sena-
tor and as a president
grappling with turbulent
times in the face of chaotic
events. Some were the
result of careful planning
and intensive writing; oth-
ers were written under
extraordinary pressure,
often with Obama doing
much of the writing, in the
wake of unexpected
events.
the 2012 Sandy Hook
Elementary shootings in
Newtown, CT. Obama’s passion
and empathy delivered through
his heartfelt words sought to
bring comfort to a devastated
nation.
- The 50th Anniversary com-
memoration in 2015 of the
Selma to Montgomery civil
rights marches. Remembered as
one of the most patriotic speech-
es given by Obama during his
presidency, it highlighted the
progress made in civil rights.
- “Amazing Grace,” the eulogy
after the 2015 shooting at
Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Charleston,

South Carolina, marked a turn-
ing point to bury some of the old
Confederate history, and it rep-
resented one time when his
words did produce immediate
change. 

THE OBAMA YEARS: THE
POWER OF WORDS is an orig-
inal Smithsonian Channel pro-
duction. Jody Schiliro is produc-
er/writer. Charles Poe and David
Royle serve as executive pro-
ducers. The film is narrated by
Jesse Williams, star of the long-
running hit series Grey’s
Anatomy and executive produc-
er of “Stay Woke: The Black
Lives Matter Movement.” 

The film will also be screened in
museums across America during
Black History Month – starting
at the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of American History.

Smithsonian Channel, owned
by Smithsonian Networks™, a
joint venture between Showtime
Networks Inc. and the
Smithsonian Institution, is
where curiosity lives, inspiration
strikes and wonders never cease.
This is the place for awe-inspir-
ing stories, powerful documen-
taries and amazing entertain-
ment across multiple platforms.
Smithsonian Channel combines
the storytelling prowess of
SHOWTIME with the
unmatched resources and rich

traditions of the Smithsonian, to
create award-winning program-
ming that shines new light on
popular genres such as air and
space, history, science, nature,
and pop culture. Among the net-
work’s offerings are series
including Aerial America,
Million Dollar American
Princesses, Polar Bear Town,
The Weapon Hunter, The Lost
Tapes, Mighty Ships, Mighty
Planes and Air Disasters, as well
as critically-acclaimed specials
that include Building Star Trek,
The Unknown Flag Raiser of
Iwo Jima, MLK: The
Assassination Tapes and The
Day Kennedy Died.
Smithsonian Networks also
operates Smithsonian Earth™,
through SN Digital LLC., a new
subscription video streaming
service delivering spectacular
original nature and wildlife con-
tent. To learn more, go to
www.smithsonianchannel.com,
or connect with us on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram. 

Pastor John Gray joins
OWN’s Saturday night
lineup with new series

network’s popular Saturday
night programming lineup this
spring.

The network also announced it
has renewed popular Saturday
night docu-series “For Peete’s
Sake,” from Tremendous!
Entertainment featuring actress
Holly Robinson Peete and her
husband, former NFL quarter-
back Rodney Peete, for eight
additional episodes and has
ordered from Pilgrim Media
Group 13 additional episodes of
“Welcome to Sweetie Pie’s,” the
hit series and two-time NAACP
Image Award winner centered

Do you know this about Black History?

1.In 1661 Maryland mandates
that African and their offspring
will remain in slavery for their
lifetime.
2.Reverend Richard Allen
founds the African Methodist
Episcopal Church (AME) in
Philadelphia.
3.In 1787 slavery is written into
the U.S. Constitution
4.The Great Negro Plot is dis-
covered in New York, New
York.
5.In 1641 Massachusetts

becomes the first British colony
to legalize slavery.
6.In 1838 Frederick Douglass
escapes from slavery.
7.In 1859 John Brown leads raid
on Harper’s Ferry in Virginia.
8.In 1863 President Abraham
Lincoln issues Emancipation
Proclamation.
9.Congress passes 13th
Amendment.
10.In 1863 Black soldiers of the
54th Massachusetts fight at Ft.
Wagner. 

Please see page 10

Historic Zeta Phi Beta Sorority inducts Anita Hill, Cynthia James and Rhona Bennett 

Janelle Monáe on sisterhood in
the film: “They knew that they
were stronger together…I think
they would not have achieved
the level of success they did had
they not had one another…”
Octavia Spencer on the impact

of her character: “This woman is
the mother of all girls who code
– Black, White, Latin, Asian,
Indian. It all began with Dorothy
Vaughn.”

Hidden Figures
from page 5 

Check out the book
“Hidden Figures” at your

library, bookstore,
Amazon.com or other

retail outlets. This is the
book on which the hit

movie “Hidden Figures”
was  based. 

Know history!

roll up their sleeves, and help us
fulfill our mission as a commu-
nity-conscious, action-oriented
organization," Wright added.
Natalie Dillard Brannon and
Shonté Fuller, National Co-

Chairs of Honorary
Membership, formally presented
the inductees to attendees:
•Dr. Anita Hill, Esq. is a pioneer
of women's equality in the work-
place. The Yale School of Law
graduate is currently a Professor

of Law, Public Policy and
Women's Studies at Brandeis
University, and author of
"Speaking Truth to Power and
Reimagining Equality: Stories
of Gender, Race and Finding

Home".
•Cynthia James is a multiple-
award winning author of "What
Will Set You Free" and
"Revealing Your Extraordinary
Essence", and an international

life coach. In 2014, her
Extraordinary Living Project
was selected to be a
Commitment Maker by the
Clinton Health Matters
Initiative. 

Please see page 12

Watch for the upcoming
The Mid-South

GOSPEL Tribune

Read so that you will
know the difference

between 
‘Read’ and ‘Reed’

or 
‘Read’ and ‘Red’.


