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The leading ladies of the
Number One movie Hidden
Figures, Taraji P. Henson,
Octavia Spencer and Janelle
Monáe recently sat down for a
chat with Essence magazine
about the significance of the
film, their characters’ impact on

 

NEW YORK, NY – Over eight
years, President Obama deliv-
ered more than 3,500 speeches
and statements – officially end-
ing his era with a farewell
address on Tuesday in Chicago.
His speeches ranged from
redefining patriotism, candidly
addressing race relations, inspir-
ing hope and healing, and turn-
ing divisive moments into an
opportunity for national unifica-
tion. But which are the moments
that history will remember? A
new hour-long Smithsonian
Channel special tells the story of
Barack Obama, “writer in
chief,” and takes viewers inside
the defining moments of his
political career through the
prism of his most memorable
speeches. THE OBAMA
YEARS: THE POWER OF
WORDS, narrated by actor and
producer Jesse Williams, pre-
mieres on Monday, February 27,
2017 at 8 p.m. ET/PT.
“Someday there will be the col-

lected speeches of Barack
Obama,” the historian Douglas
Brinkley says in the film, “and I
think they’ll tell us more about
our hopes, dreams, aspirations
and dark realities than any other
document to represent that era.”

THE OBAMA YEARS: THE
POWER OF WORDS examines

The above is a re-enactment of astronaut John Glenn meeting Black ‘computers’ (a term for those who calculated fig-
ures and interpreted math data) in the movie “Hidden Figures” which is in theaters. (Photo credit: Warwick Saint/Essence)

Jesse Williams narrates
‘The Obama Years: The
Power of Words’ on the
Smithsonian Channel 

how President Obama used “the
bully pulpit” by looking at six
benchmark speeches – as a brash
young state senator and as a
president grappling with turbu-
lent times in the face of chaotic
events. Some were the result of
careful planning and intensive
writing; others were written
under extraordinary pressure,
often with Obama doing much
of the writing, in the wake of
unexpected events. When
tragedy strikes, the President has
a tremendous responsibility to
comfort the nation.

For each highlighted speech,
THE OBAMA YEARS: THE
POWER OF WORDS gives
viewers behind-the-scenes sto-
ries of the President and his
process, how he and his core
group worked to develop the
messages, expert commentary
comparing the speeches to those
of other presidents, and analysis
of the power – and limits – of the
bully pulpit to shape events. The
program features insights from
eminent historians Doris Kearns
Goodwin and Douglas Brinkley
and key members of Obama’s
inner circle, including senior
advisor Valerie Jarrett, Chief
Strategist David Axelrod, and
speechwriters Jon Favreau and
Cody Keenan. Smithsonian

Actor and producer Williams’ historic special features
Valerie Jarrett, Rep. John Lewis, David Axelrod,
Douglas Brinkley, Doris Kearns Goodwin and speech-
writers Jon Favreau and Cody Keenan.

Please see page 3

American history and the impor-
tance of  African American sis-
terhood.
Essence’s February 2017 issue

hits newsstands Friday, January
13th.  link back to Essence.com.

Here are some quotes from
those award winning actress-

es: Hidden Figures is in the-
aters. Make it a family affair
during Black History Month.   

Taraji P. Henson on the signif-
icance of sharing this story:
“When I was growing up, people
told me out of their mouths math

and science are for boys. I was
told that over and over. Like, no
one showed me how to fall in
love with numbers. If I had a
teacher like Mrs. Johnson, who
knows, I might be on the
moon...”

PBS Black History Month specials and series
from page 2

Black hidden STEM history can be
found in movie ‘Hidden Figures’;A
sleeper movie which awoke many

mentaries and specials that high-
light the African-American
experience through content on-
air on PBS member stations and
online through the PBS Black
Culture Connection. New offer-
ings include programs that
reflect on the contributions of
icons like the late Maya
Angelou, applaud beloved
artists like Smokey Robinson
and showcase independent doc-
umentaries about the valiant
efforts of those pushing for
change through thoughtful dia-
logue. 
“Audiences turn to PBS year-

round to find thoughtful pro-
grams about topics and issues
that are top of mind in our nation
and inclusive of a diverse
America,” said Beth Hoppe,
Chief Programming Executive
and General Manager of General
Audience Programming at PBS.
“Black History Month provides
a special opportunity to high-
light the contributions of African
Americans to our history and
culture. Whether on-air or
online, viewers can watch pro-
grams that honor the triumphs
and achievements of many great
Americans anytime and any-
where.”

On Monday, February 6, Emmy-
winning documentary series
INDEPENDENT LENS pres-
ents “Birth of a Movement,”
based on the book The Birth of a
Movement: How Birth of a
Nation Ignited the Battle for
Civil Rights by Dick Lehr. The
documentary tells the little-
known story of William Trotter,
an African-American journalist
who launched a protest against
the 1915 release of D. W.
Griffith’s controversial epic,
which laid the groundwork for
the civil rights movement to
come. Featuring interviews with
historians and filmmakers such
as Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and
Spike Lee, “Birth of a
Movement” also explores how
Griffith’s film continues to moti-
vate African-American film-
makers and the artists as they
work to reclaim their history and
their onscreen image. Also from
INDEPENDENT LENS, airing
Monday, February 13, is
“Accidental Courtesy,” featur-
ing Daryl Davis, an African-
American musician who meets
and befriends members of the
Ku Klux Klan in an attempt to
change their minds and forge
racial conciliation, one racist at a
time.  
On Friday, February 10, airing

as part of PBS Arts program-

ming, SMOKEY ROBINSON:
THE LIBRARY OF CON-
GRESS GERSHWIN PRIZE
FOR POPULAR SONG honors
singer-songwriter Smokey
Robinson during this star-stud-
ded music special, hosted by
Samuel L. Jackson, with a spe-
cial appearance by Motown
founder Berry Gordy and featur-
ing performances by BeBe
Winans, Ledisi and CeeLo
Green, to name a few. Robinson,
a rhythm and blues icon nick-
named the “King of Motown,”
has enjoyed a career spanning
more than half a century. The
Library of Congress Gershwin
Prize for Popular Song is award-
ed annually to a composer or
performer whose lifetime
achievements exemplify the
standard of excellence associat-
ed with the Gershwins. 

THE TALK – RACE IN AMER-
ICA, premiering Monday,
February 20, is a two-hour docu-
mentary about “the talk,” the
conversation parents of color
have with their children about
how to behave if stopped by the
police. The film illustrates the
issue from multiple points of
view: parent, child, the police
and the community. The film,
airing in the wake of shootings
of unarmed men of color such as
Michael Brown, Trayvon Martin
and more, features interviews
with Kenya Barris,
creator/writer of Peabody
Award-winning ABC series
black*ish, musician/activist
Nas, actor/director/activist
Rosie Perez, director/screen-
writer/producer John Singleton,
New York Times columnist
Charles Blow, and Samaria
Rice, mother of Tamir Rice, a
12-year-old boy killed by the
Cleveland police in a local park.

On Tuesday, February 21,
AMERICAN MASTERS pres-
ents “Maya Angelou: And Still I
Rise,” the first documentary fea-
ture about the incomparable
author and activist Dr. Maya
Angelou (1928-2014), best
known for her autobiography I
Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings. The film weaves her
words with rare and intimate
archival photographs and videos
that paint hidden facets of her
exuberant life during some of
America’s most defining
moments. From her upbringing
in the Depression-era South to
her work with Malcolm X in
Ghana, to her inauguration
poem for President Bill Clinton,
the film takes a journey through

the life of a true American icon.
The documentary features
exclusive interviews with Dr.
Angelou, her friends and family,
including Clinton, Oprah
Winfrey, Common, Alfre
Woodard, Cicely Tyson, Quincy
Jones, Hillary Clinton, Louis
Gossett, Jr., John Singleton and
Dr. Angelou’s son, Guy
Johnson.
Also airing throughout February

is the second season of the PBS
original series MERCY
STREET (Sundays at 8:00 p.m.
ET, a Civil War-era drama about
the chaotic world of Union-
occupied Alexandria, Virginia,
and the Mansion House Hospital
in the early years of the Civil
War. The original PBS drama
explores, among other topics,
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