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TWO-HOUR EVENT TO AIR
IN 2017 ON HISTORY

NEW YORK, NY –  HISTORY
greenlights “Kevin Hart
Presents: The Black Man’s
Guide to History,” a look at less-
er-known, yet important black
history stories, filtered through
the lens of Kevin Hart. Hart will
star and executive produce the
two-hour event from Hartbeat
Productions and Comedy
Dynamics.
The show begins as Hart finds

his daughter upset after watch-
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UofM honors
Dr. L.

LaSimba
Gray

from front page

in Memphis. The federal court
ruled, without a trial, that the
runoff was unconstitutional and
Dr. W. W. Herenton was elected
the first African American
mayor of Memphis.
Gray was elected to the board of
directors of Tri-State Bank in
2006. This bank is owned by
African-Americans and controls
over $123 million in assets.

The Lifetime Achievement
award was established in 1991.
It was renamed in 1996 to honor
Holmon, who served as associ-
ate dean of students for minority
affairs for 26 years.

For more information, call
901.678.2054.

Mis-Education of the Negro,”
published in 1933 and still
viewed today as an important
source and guidebook on the
behavior and mental condition
of African Americans. He was
born in 1875 and died in 1950.    
Other African Americans who

supported Dr. Woodson’s idea
collaborated with the black his-
tory scholar to choose the sec-
ond week of February as the
week to observe the special
Negro History Week. This
month and week were selected
because it is the week of the
birthdays of Frederick Douglass
and Abraham Lincoln, both
highly respected at the time. 
In 1915, Dr. Woodson founded
the Association for the Study of
Negro Life and History
(ASNLH) and began publishing
The Journal of Negro History a
year later. In the October 1927
edition of the Journal, Dr.
Woodson wrote passionately

The History of Black History  by Vernon E. Ash* ...  from front page
With the strong support of
educators, ministers and
community leaders around
the nation, the first Negro
History Week proved to be
a tremendous success.
Each group and institution
took responsibility to initi-
ate its own programs and
forums to fit their particu-
lar needs in their local
communities.  The popular
use of the word “Negro”
was replaced in the 1960s
with “Black” and “Afro-
American”. 
about the significance of observ-
ing Negro History Week. 
“The celebration tends not to
promote propaganda, but to
counteract it by popularizing the
truth. It is not interested so much
in Negro History as it is in histo-
ry influenced by the Negro; for

what the world needs is not a
history of selected races or
nations but the history of the
world void of national bias, race
hate, and religious prejudice,”
Dr. Woodson wrote. “There has
been, therefore, no tendency to
eulogize the Negro, nor to abuse
his enemies. The aim has been to
emphasize important facts in the
belief that facts properly set
forth will speak for themselves.”  

With the strong support of edu-
cators, ministers and community
leaders around the nation, the
first Negro History Week proved
to be a tremendous success.
Each group and institution took
responsibility to initiate its own
programs and forums to fit their
particular needs in their local
communities.  The popular use
of the word “Negro” was
replaced in the 1960s with
“Black” and “Afro-American”.
This new trend also forced a

change in the name of the
ASNLH. During its 1972 con-
vention, delegates changed its
name to the Association for the
Study of Afro-American Life
and History (ASALH). Negro
History Week was then changed
to Black History Week.  During
the nation’s Bicentennial cele-
bration in 1976, the ASALH
joined the focus on American
history and decided to expand
the observance of Black History
Week to include the entire
month of February. This was
done to afford more time for
activities focusing on the broad
contributions of African
Americans to the rich history of
America and the world. 
Black History Month has sur-

vived several decades and con-
tinues to grow throughout the
U.S. with a variety of activities
and commemorations that place
the great contributions of
Africans (being the original

human creation) and African
Americans on center stage.  This
month in addition to local com-
munity celebrations and activi-
ties observing Black History
Month, numerous television
specials, movies, books, maga-
zine articles and other features
will focus on the “stolen legacy”
of Black History.                        

*** 

*The late Vernon E. Ash served
as a Senior Reporter and Op/Ed
columnist for The Mid-South
Tribune and Black Information
Highway staff. This article first
appeared in The Mid-South
Tribune in February 1996.
Listen to Interviews by Vernon
E. Ash on the Black History lane
on The Mid-South Tribune and
the Black Information Highway
at www.blackinformationhigh-
way.com.

Kevin Hart to produce and star in ‘Kevin Hart
Presents: The Black Man’s Guide to History’

ing the film 12 Years A Slave
believing that black history
appears to only be about slavery
and oppression. This prompts
Hart to begin educating her
through scripted re-enactments
about fascinating historical fig-
ures that people may not have
heard about before such as:
Matthew Henson, the first per-
son to go to the North Pole, but
did not receive the credit; Robert
Smalls, a former slave who led a
revolt on a Confederate warship
and pretended to be the captain
to evade capture; Mae Jemison,

the first black female astronaut
and Henry “Box” Brown, a slave
who courageously mailed him-
self to a free state in a box.
“Kevin is an extraordinary per-

former with a real appreciation
for history,” said Paul Cabana,
Executive Vice President and
Head of Programming, HISTO-
RY. “Only he could bring these
true stories to life in such an
entertaining way. We’re thrilled
to be working with him.”
“I’m very excited to be working
with HISTORY on this show
because not only is it entertain-

ing, and it’s hysterical, but it
also is an important program for
our country right now. We hope
to make people laugh and learn a
bit too," said Hart.

“Kevin Hart Presents: The
Black Man’s Guide to History”
is produced for HISTORY by
Hartbeat Productions and
Comedy Dynamics. Kevin Hart
and Dave Becky are executive
producers for Hartbeat
Productions. Brian Volk-Weiss,
Tom Stern and Cisco Henson are
executive producers for Comedy
Dynamics. Created by Brian

Volk-Weiss. Tim Healy, Stephen
Mintz and Russ McCarroll are
executive producers for HISTO-
RY.
HISTORY, now reaching more

than 96 million homes, is the
leading destination for award-
winning series and specials that
connect viewers with history in
an informative, immersive and
entertaining manner across all
platforms. The network’s all-
original programming slate fea-
tures a roster of signature series
including “Pawn Stars,”
“American Pickers,” “Swamp

People,” “Alone” as well as the
hit drama series “Vikings.”  The
HISTORY website is located at
history.com. Follow us on
Twitter at twitter.com/history
and Facebook at
facebook.com/history.

Learn how the University of Memphis connects students to employers.  See page 2.

Do You Know This
About Black History?

Anheuser-Busch Breweries and
Teamsters Union allow African
Americas to apply for union
jobs at Anheuser-Busch in
1958.


